Amin Nayeri B. et al.

,@ﬂi
Urban Economics and Planning Vol 6(2), Summer 2025 W/Q;

~\

The Impact of the Metaverse on Improving Urban Decision-
Making in Crises: Examining Its Application in Dubai

Original Article

Behnaz Amin Nayeri?, Dariush Sattarzadeh?’, Manouchehr Tabibian®, Lida Balilan*

1- Ph.D. Candidate of Urban Planning, Department of urban planning, Ta.c., Islamic Azad University, Tabriz,
Iran

2- Associate professor, department of architecture & urbanism, Ta.c, Islamic Azad University, Tabriz, Iran

3- Professore, Department of Urban planning, Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Tehran, Tehran, lran

4- Professor of Department of Architecture & Urbanism, Ta.c, Islamic Azad University, Tabriz, Iran

ARTICLE INFO ABSTﬁAE:r ) |-
Article History Introduction

This research investigates how the metaverse can be utilized to simulate crises and support more
effective decision-making in times of urban emergencies, with a specific focus on cities like Dubai.
As one of the most technologically advanced and rapidly developing cities, Dubai has implement-
ed many cutting-edge urban projects. It is a compelling case study for integrating emerging tech-
nologies such as the metaverse into crisis management strategies. Dubai, a global pioneer in urban
innovation and smart city development, is increasingly confronted with diverse crises, including en-
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I(ey words vironmental hazards, resource shortages, and transportation disruptions. These crises require swift,
CHSI,S_ . data-driven, and informed decisions from urban authorities. At the same time, the city continues
Dems.lon_Makmg to seek advanced technological solutions to strengthen its resilience and preparedness. Among
Dubai these, the metaverse presents a promising frontier. Through its capacity to create immersive virtual
Metaverse

environments, the metaverse aenables urban managers to simulate emergency scenarios, explore
alternative responses, and analyze outcomes before real-life implementation. This capability al-
lows for better preparedness, risk assessment, and collaborative problem-solving, enhancing the
city’s capacity to respond effectively under pressure. Given the growing complexity and pace of
urban life, alongside the increasing frequency and unpredictability of crises, the integration of vir-
tual technologies into governance processes is no longer optional, but necessary. In this context,
Dubai’s smart infrastructure and digital maturity provide an ideal environment for testing the role
of the metaverse in crisis response. This research aims to analyze the effectiveness of the metaverse
in supporting urban decision-making during crises, identify associated opportunities and challeng-
es, and evaluate its practical implementation within the context of Dubai. Ultimately, the insights
generated by this study can serve as a model for other cities aiming to incorporate similar technol-
ogies into their crisis management frameworks.

Materials and Methods

This study employed a mixed-methods research design, combining qualitative and quantitative
approaches to examine the influence of the metaverse on improving urban decision-making in
crisis situations. In the qualitative phase, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 20 indi-
viduals, including municipal managers, crisis experts, and technology professionals. The data col-
lected were analyzed using grounded theory methodology, specifically open coding, axial coding,
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and selective coding with MAXQDA software. In the quantitative phase, a
structured questionnaire was distributed to a sample of 384 urban man-
agers and crisis experts, selected using Cochran’s formula for an unlimited
population. The questionnaire utilized a five-point Likert scale to assess
perceptions related to the effectiveness, accessibility, and limitations of
the metaverse in crisis management. The quantitative data were analyzed
using structural equation modeling (SEM) via AMOS software, along with
other statistical tests, including the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test for data
normality, Pearson correlation coefficients, confirmatory factor analy-
sis (CFA), and multiple regression analysis using SPSS. The independent
variable in this study was the use of the metaverse in urban crisis man-
agement. The dependent variables included decision-making speed, de-
cision-making accuracy, information accessibility, organizational coordi-
nation, and transparency. Intervening variables were identified as security
concerns, legal barriers, and implementation costs. To ensure the reliabil-
ity of the instrument, Cronbach’s alpha was calculated, and all constructs
demonstrated reliability scores above 0.7. Composite reliability and aver-
age variance extracted (AVE) were also evaluated to confirm the internal
consistency and validity of the measurement model. Furthermore, CFA
results indicated good model fit, justifying the use of the proposed struc-
tural model in subsequent analyses. This methodological framework en-
abled a comprehensive evaluation of both subjective expert insights and
objective data trends, offering a holistic view of how the metaverse could
reshape urban crisis management practices.

Findings

The qualitative analysis revealed three core categories: opportunities,
challenges, and strategic recommendations. Key opportunities identified
included the use of the metaverse for crisis simulation, real-time access
to data, visualization of decision processes, and improved inter-organi-
zational coordination. Respondents emphasized that virtual simulations
could significantly improve emergency preparedness by enabling deci-
sion-makers to anticipate scenarios and test interventions in controlled
virtual environments. However, the study also highlighted serious chal-
lenges, such as high implementation costs, regulatory ambiguity, cyber-
security threats, and a general lack of awareness or technical training
among urban personnel. These barriers were found to hinder the wide-
spread adoption of metaverse technologies in official crisis management
channels. Participants stressed the need for ongoing training programs,
institutional capacity-building, and the development of locally relevant
digital tools. They also called for clearer legal frameworks and investment

in secure, scalable infrastructure to support these digital transitions. In the
quantitative phase, descriptive statistics showed that the highest mean
scores were associated with the “speed of decision-making” and “crisis
simulation”variables, indicating a favorable perception of the metaverse’s
potential to enhance rapid and effective responses. In contrast, variables
related to “managerial awareness” and “ease of use” received lower scores,
signaling the need for increased user education and more intuitive inter-
faces. The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test confirmed that all variables were
normally distributed, validating the use of parametric statistical analy-
ses. Pearson correlation tests indicated weak but statistically significant
associations between variables such as organizational coordination and
decision-making speed. Regression analysis revealed that the metaverse
exerted the most significant influence on crisis decision-making through
enhancements in decision speed and accuracy. Simulation capabilities
were also a strong predictor of improved performance, suggesting that
virtual modeling enables more informed and confident responses under
pressure.

Conclusion

This research concludes that the metaverse can serve as a transforma-
tive tool in urban crisis management by enhancing the quality, speed,
and precision of decision-making. Its ability to simulate emergency sce-
narios, visualize data flows, and enable collaborative planning positions
it as a powerful complement to existing crisis response frameworks.
Nonetheless, the successful deployment of the metaverse is contingent
upon overcoming several structural and human barriers. Legal uncertain-
ties, cybersecurity risks, and budgetary constraints must be addressed
through targeted policies and regulatory clarity. Moreover, limited user
knowledge and skill gaps within urban administrations pose additional
challenges to operationalizing such advanced technologies. To unlock the
full potential of the metaverse in urban governance, it is essential to in-
vest in training, institutional support, and the co-creation of user-friendly
platforms tailored to local needs. Emphasizing inter-agency coordination,
transparency, and public trust will also be vital to securing broad-based
adoption. Rather than replacing existing systems, the metaverse should
be embraced as a complementary tool—one that augments crisis fore-
sight, supports collaborative planning, and enhances urban resilience.
Dubai, given its existing infrastructure and commitment to digital innova-
tion, is well-positioned to lead such transformative efforts and provide a
model for other global cities.
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