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The aim of this article is to conduct a comparative study of the economic policies of the
governments of Rafsanjani and Ahmadinejad and their consequences on the political
and social development of the country. The research method is descriptive-analytical,
utilizing library resources, documents, and relevant laws through note-taking. In
response to the question of how the economic policies of the Rafsanjani and
Ahmadinejad governments were and what their consequences were in terms of political
and social development, the results showed that Hashemi Rafsanjani’s government,
with the slogan and goal of reconstruction and development, made significant changes
in the economic, social, and consequently political structures. These changes included
the harm to lower social classes, which weakened populist elements, the employment
of technocrats in the government, the relative distribution of economic power, the
growth and modernization of society in some areas, the quantitative and qualitative
expansion of the new middle class, increased economic pressure on lower classes and
their dissatisfaction, and economic development and the expansion of the new middle
class. Additionally, Ahmadinejad's government, emerging from an economic context
and with the slogan of establishing justice, and backed by the support of lower social
classes, adopted economic policies that led to distributive policies. In the external arena,
this government expanded and developed economic relations with third-world
countries, made changes in social contracts (or their distributive function) with different
social classes, and influenced the relationship between the military, economy, and
politics, resulting in the disintegration of the government and its transformation into a
fragmented conservative government.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The governments of Hashemi Rafsanjani and
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in Iran, each in different
time periods, attempted to bring about economic
and social transformations in the country through
their specific economic policies. Rafsanjani's
government, which took charge after the Iran-Iraq
War, pursued an approach of reform and
modernization in the country's economy, aiming to
compensate for the war's aftermath and lay the
foundation for the country's economic
development. During this period, the economic
policies primarily focused on structural adjustment
programs aimed at reducing dependence on oil
revenues and strengthening non-oil economic
sectors. On the other hand, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad's government, which came to power
in the aftermath of global economic and political
crises, followed a different set of economic
policies. These policies were largely centered
around extensive economic programs aimed at
increasing support for low-income classes,
allocating cash subsidies, and developing
infrastructure and construction projects to
stimulate the country's economy. The purpose of
this study is to conduct a comparative analysis of
these two economic approaches and their impacts
on the political and social development of the
country. Specifically, this research aims to
demonstrate how these policies influenced not
only economic growth but also their effects on
social development and political reforms. In this
regard, the study believes that understanding these
economic policies and their consequences can
significantly contribute to analyzing the current
situation and future economic paths of the country.
Methodology

This research is descriptive-analytical in nature
and utilizes library-based methods for data
collection. For data analysis, scholarly articles,
government reports, and credible economic
sources have been employed. Additionally, a
comparative analysis of the economic policies of
the governments of Hashemi Rafsanjani and
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has been conducted in
various areas, including economic reforms, oil
revenues, and their impacts on the political and
social development of the country.

Results and Discussion

During the Hashemi Rafsanjani era, the economic
policies were primarily based on structural reforms
in areas such as finance, industry, and commerce.
The main goal during this period was to reduce
dependency on oil revenues and create a
sustainable non-oil economy. To achieve this,
Rafsanjani's government implemented programs
such as privatization and improvement of

production conditions in various industries.
Initially, these measures led to increased efficiency
and productivity in economic sectors; however,
over the long term, challenges such as a reduction
in  government  budgets and increased
unemployment arose. Nevertheless, socially, these
policies led to positive changes in infrastructure
and public services such as healthcare, education,
and transportation. A major outcome of this period
was the development of the country's
infrastructure, which improved the quality of life
for the people and helped reduce class disparities
in some regions of the country. In contrast,
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's government relied on a
different approach to economic policies. During
this period, direct cash subsidies and increased
government support for low-income groups,
particularly in the form of policies to distribute oil
revenues directly, became the main priorities.
Initially, these policies reduced poverty and
provided support for the lower classes of society.
However, in the long term, they led to problems
such as rising inflation, declining quality of public
services, and increasing budget deficits. Socially,
although these policies initially gained significant
popularity among the people, especially among
low-income groups, they ultimately led to
increased public dissatisfaction, particularly in
urban areas and among the middle and upper
classes. Furthermore, this period witnessed an
increase in economic corruption and weaknesses in
executive institutions, which slowed down the
process of political and economic reforms in the
country. In terms of political development, both
governments faced challenges related to reforms
and strengthening  democratic institutions.
Rafsanjani's government, in particular, sought to
indirectly foster political development by
strengthening civil institutions and creating a more
open political environment. However, during
Ahmadinejad's era, especially in the later years,
there was a weakening of civil institutions,
pressure on critics, and a reduction in political
freedoms, which had a significant negative impact
on the political development process in the
country.

Conclusion

The economic policies of Hashemi Rafsanjani's
government were primarily based on structural
reforms and the creation of economic stability in
the country. While this approach reduced
economic problems in the short term and led to
economic growth in some sectors, it faced long-
term challenges such as unemployment and a
reduction in financial resources. Specifically, the
outcomes of these policies in social sectors were
more related to infrastructure development and
improving public welfare, which had positive
effects on social conditions. However, this period
was not fully successful in addressing the
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fundamental economic issues of the country,
particularly in terms of poverty and social
inequality. In contrast, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's
government pursued economic policies focused on
increasing subsidies and supporting low-income
groups, which successfully created a sense of
social justice among the people in the short term.
These policies led to a reduction in poverty and
increased access to resources for lower-income
groups. However, due to the lack of attention to
long-term economic issues, they ultimately
resulted in serious economic problems such as high
inflation and a decline in the quality of public
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