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Tourism in the New World has been considered by decision makers as an important
industry in the economic development of countries. In order to achieve this and its
expansion, the issue of security is undoubtedly one of the important parameters that
researchers have paid special attention to; Therefore, in the present study, the role of
security in the development of foreign tourism will be investigated. The results of
research studies indicate that different types of security, including financial, social
security, etc., as well as how to present the image of Iran and advertising, affect the
development of foreign tourism in Iran. For this reason, recognizing the role of
security in the experience of tourism and marketing of government officials in order to
create more security and promote it, is very important. In this study, to investigate the
role of security in the development of foreign tourism, a researcher-made
questionnaire with 25 indicators and a Likert scale was prepared and distributed
among foreign tourists in the city of Tabriz. 70 questionnaires were completed in three
weeks, of which 65 were suitable for use; The reliability and validity of the
questionnaires were calculated using Cronbach's alpha coefficient and analyzed by
structural equation modeling with least squares approach (PLS-SEM). The model
variables of the role of security in the development of foreign tourism were extracted
from the summary of previous studies. The results show that the factor of political
security with a path coefficient of 0.327 has the greatest impact on the factors of
development of foreign tourism.
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Introduction

Tourism has now become the largest industry in the service sector and is the first industry in the world in terms
of importance (Kaur, 2017: 73). Tourism provides new models that can change and organize the personality
traits and living space of people; They also reflect the characteristics of the structure of society, the values and
beliefs of the people who live in the land (Khoshkhu et al., 2017: 438). Tourism is one of the world's leading
industries and a major tool for economic development, and security has a very high impact on tourism and the
orientation of economic interests. In addition, when government officials care about tourism and tourism issues
are important to them, they show more interest in meeting the needs of various local communities and provide
better services to the general public (Zuromskaite et al., 2018: 266 ). There are several factors influencing the
development of tourism, the most important of which is security. Comfort, convenience and security are very
important issues that attract or repel tourists to different places. Because, one of the most important factors
threatening the presence of people in public spaces is the fear of feeling insecure. The insecurity of public places
and spaces disrupts vitality and health in daily life and imposes great costs on society by hindering cultural
growth and public participation (Korstanje and George, 2020: 87). Also, the presence of tourists in a country, in
addition to economic development and cultural exchanges, is the best propaganda about the existence of security
in that country (Brendan, 2016: 232). This leads to an exponential increase in the number of tourists. In today's
fragile environment, tourism is considered one of the most vulnerable industries to crises and risks (Kiliclar,
2017: 115) and is exposed to various types of risks (Tarlow, 2014: 145). Due to the diversity and complexity of
tourism activities, the effects of these activities also have wide and interconnected dimensions (Sadeghlu and
Yarahmadi, 1399: 327). Among these, one of the limiting factors in the development of this industry is issues
related to tourism security (Radovi¢ and Arabska, 2016: 74). Therefore, addressing the issue of the impact of
security on attracting tourists is very important.

Purpose of the research

Iran is one of the most important countries full of cultural and ecotourism attractions and this advantage should
be used for its cultural and economic development. The cities of Iran, in addition to having valuable textures and
a large number of historical monuments, some of which are among the valuable works of world architectural
history, are among the few cities in the world in terms of beauty, performance, strength, stability and economic
growth and development. It is a completely security-oriented phenomenon, and one of the economic sectors that
will be severely damaged in the absence of security is the tourism industry. As noted, there is a defined
relationship between tourism and stability and security development. Experts believe that there is enough
security for tourists in Iran, but the main problem in attracting tourists is the lack of propaganda from Iran and
the negative propaganda of other countries against Iran. It should be noted that the development of the tourism
industry in any country indicates the stability of national security in that country. In this context, it is very
important to know in what areas we should create security. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to investigate
the impact of security on the development of foreign tourism in Iran. For this purpose, the research conducted in
this area is reviewed and finally the elements influencing the role of security in the development of foreign
tourism are summarized.

Research methodology

The present study is a research in terms of data and method of data collection. Spatially, due to various
limitations, it has been done only in the city of Tabriz, and since it has been done with the aim of investigating
the role of security in the development of foreign tourism in the city of Tabriz, it is a descriptive study. Library
and field studies (questionnaire, interview and observation) have been used to collect the required data and
information. The statistical population of this study is foreign tourists in the city of Tabriz, which to determine
the required sample size of tourists according to the method of data analysis and analysis, which is based on
PLS-SEM, taking into account the requirements of the minimum sample of tourists in this method. Who had
traveled to Tabriz in the spring and summer of 1400, was completed. In this study, the maximum number of
independent variables in the measurement and structural model is 4, 65 observations are needed to achieve a
statistical power of 80% and obtain a minimum value of R ~ 2 equal to 0.25 (with 5% error probability).
Therefore, 70 samples were considered so that if incomplete questionnaires were filled in, they would be easily
discarded and the research would not be disrupted. In the present study, simple random sampling method was
used for sampling and in data analysis, SPSS and PLS software and for the validity and reliability of the
questionnaire, content validity, respectively (opinion of professors and experts related to tourism issues) And
Cronbach's alpha coefficient, which is always estimated to be 0.85, was used. In the following, the research
indicators are given in the form of table number (1).
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Geographical area of research

Iran, officially the Islamic Republic of Iran, is a country in West Asia. With an area of 1648,195 square
kilometers, it is the second largest country in the Middle East. Iran is bordered by Armenia and Azerbaijan to the
northwest, the Caspian Sea to the north, Turkmenistan to the northeast, Afghanistan and Pakistan to the east, the
Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman to the south, and Irag and Turkey to the west. The Middle East is strategically
located in the Persian Gulf region, and the Strait of Hormuz to the south is a vital route for crude oil
transportation. The total population of Iran's provinces exceeds 83.5 million and Tehran is the capital and most
populous city of this country. The experience of tourism industry operators in Iran shows that most tourists who
travel to Iran feel insecure at the beginning of arrival, but at the end of the trip, they consider Iran safe. Tourists
are supposed to be ambassadors who describe our country and its security as it is, in the international arena
(Seydai and Hedayati Moghadam, 2010: 112).

Discussions and findings

Failure to reject the positive and significant effect of economic security factor on the development of foreign
tourism: According to the confidence interval obtained from the evaluation results of the model of the role of
security in the development of foreign tourism in Table (6), is equal to 0.002. There is a significant relationship
between economic security and foreign tourism development. Also, due to the positive coefficient of the
obtained variable, the effect of the economic security factor variable on the development of foreign tourism is
positive. The value of the route coefficient is equal to 0.290, which indicates that with the increase of one unit of
economic security factor, the development of foreign tourism increases by 0.290 units. Not rejecting the positive
and significant effect of social security factor on the factors of foreign tourism development: According to the
confidence interval obtained from the evaluation results of the model of the role of security in the development
of foreign tourism in Table (6), is equal to 0.011. There is a significant relationship between social security and
foreign tourism development. Also, due to the positive coefficient of the variable obtained, the effect of the
social security factor variable on the development of foreign tourism is positive. The value of the route
coefficient is equal to 0.222, which indicates that with the increase of one unit of the social security factor, the
development of foreign tourism increases by 0.222 units .Non-rejection of the positive and significant effect of
political security factor on the factors of foreign tourism development: According to the confidence interval
obtained from the evaluation results of the model for examining the role of security in foreign tourism in Table
(6), is equal to 0.002. There is a significant relationship between political security and foreign tourism
development. Also, due to the positive coefficient of the obtained variable, the effect of the variable of political
security factor on the development of foreign tourism is positive. The value of the path coefficient is equal to
0.327, which indicates that with the increase of one unit of political security factor, the factors of food tourism
development increase by 0.327 units. Failure to reject the positive and significant effect of financial security
factor on foreign tourism development factors: According to the confidence interval obtained from the
evaluation results of the model for evaluating the role of security in foreign tourism development in Table (6), is
equal to 0.004. There is a significant relationship between the variable of financial security factor and the
development of foreign tourism. Also, due to the positive coefficient of the obtained variable, the effect of the
financial security variable on the development of foreign tourism is positive. The value of the route coefficient is
equal to 0.248, which indicates that with the increase of one unit of the financial security factor, the development
of foreign tourism increases by 0.248 units.

Conclusion

The results of testing the hypotheses of this model are given in Table (6) of the article. In this table, there are P
and T values and the magnitude of the relationship between the hidden variables and the path coefficients. Due
to the small value of P in all tests, assumptions of 0.50, the probability of T value being in the significant range is
less than 0.05 and the regression values of independent variables in predicting hidden variables are significantly
different from the probability level of 0.95. It is zero. As a result, all of the above hypotheses are accepted. The
value of path coefficients, which indicates the effect of independent latent variables on latent dependent
variables, is positive in all hypotheses and indicates a direct effect on latent dependent variables. In this model,
political security has the greatest impact on the factors of foreign tourism development. Therefore, the results of
the collected data showed that social security, economic security, political security, financial security effectively
affect the development of foreign tourism in Iran (Hypotheses one, two, three, four), which is approved,
According to the researches of people such as Khoshfar et al. (2013), Ranjbarian et al. (2012), Shahivandi et al.
(2011), Hezar Jaribi (2011), Eris Anwar et al. (2012), Artogar (2015), Hall (2008). Contrary to the results of
previous studies that paid less attention to the role of financial security in tourism, the results of this study
showed that financial security as one of the sub-branches of security has a key role in the development of foreign
tourism in Iran.
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