The effect of Program Budget on Improving
the Level of Planning and Accountability
Processes of Iraqi Public Universities with an
Expert Perception Approach’

Mohammad Hossein Setayesh’ Professor, Department of Accounting,
Faculty of Economics, Management and Social Sciences, Shiraz University,
Shiraz, Iran. (Corresponding Author)

Helmi Hamzah Abass Mashari Ph.D. Student of Accounting, Faculty
of Economics, Management and Social Sciences, Department of
Accounting, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran.

Navid Reza Namazi® Assistant Professor, Department of Accounting,
Faculty of Economics, Management and Social Sciences, Shiraz University,

Shiraz, Iran.
Received: 24/Jul/2024 | Accepted: 15/Dec/2024

Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was identifying the effects of
using program budgeting in planning and accountability of Iraqi state
universities.

Methodology: This field research was conducted in Basra University,
Iraq, with a practical approach. The statistical population consisted of
the university’s president, vice presidents, financial manager and faculty
members related to accounting, auditing, management, taxation and
economics. The study was both qualitative and quantitative. We applied
purposive sampling method in the qualitative section, and simple random
sampling strategy in the quantitative section. Data were collected by
questionnaires and were analyzed by structural equation method.
Findings: The results of the hypotheses testing show that there is a
significant relationship between the use of program budgeting and
planning. Additionally, there is a significant relationship between the
use of program budgeting and accountability, and between advanced
tools and technologies, government support, integrated government
systems, and scientific and practical competence in improving the
level of financial planning. Moreover, a significant relationship exists
between advanced tools and technologies, government support,
integrated government systems, scientific and practical competence,
on the one hand, and enhancement of financial planning, effectiveness
of financial planning, and accountability, on the other.

Originality: Iraq's state universities, including Basra University, are
sufferingfromsignificantfundingshortfallsthathindertheirabilitytoprovide
quality education. By promoting effective budgeting and planning
practices, this study aims to contribute to the long-term sustainability of
Basra University and support the country's development goals.

Keywords: Budgeting; Program Budgeting; Financial Planning;
Accountability; Iraqi State Universities.
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