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Introduction

One of the effects of the Islamic Revolution was its impact on the new middle class.
Before the Islamic Revolution, in developing countries, the new middle class was the
flag-bearer of Western culture and values. However, after the revolution, significant
changes occurred in this class. The hypothesis of this research is that, influenced by Islam
and the Islamic Revolution, today a large portion of the new middle class members do
not follow Western values. A common assumption in existing literature is that the new
Iranian middle class promotes Western ideas and values, thereby attempting,
intentionally or unintentionally, to position academic elites against the Islamic
Revolution and to disregard revolutionary elites in universities and academic centers.

The main research question: What impact has the Islamic Revolution of Iran had on the
new middle class?.

Methodology

When examining social phenomena and processes, attention must be paid to their history,
as they have evolved over time to reach their current state. There are no specific laws or
rules for using historical documents and records. However, in this research, library and
documentary methods have been used for gathering historical documents and
information, as well as the participatory observation of the author. The sources used are
books and articles that directly or indirectly address the middle class and analytical tools
include logical reasoning, historical analysis, and diagrams.

Discussion
The religious and revolutionary transformation of a large segment of the new middle
class can be observed in the following forms:

1. The mass participation of students in the “I"tikaf” ceremony (religious retreat);

2. Participation in the massive march “Arba’een”;

Participation in jihadist activities;

Participation in marches supporting the revolution;

Widespread participation of students and professors in mourning ceremonies for
Imam Hussein and other Imams.
After the revolution, several factors contributed to the formation of a new revolutionary
middle class, some of the most important of which are briefly mentioned below:

1. The revolutionary struggles of clerics before the revolution and the joining of
students and some professors to them;

2. The imposed war during the Sacred Defense period;

3. The spread of criticism of the West among intellectuals and academics;

4. Witnessing the numerous scientific and industrial advancements in Iran despite the
unjust sanctions of imperialism;

5. The repeated meetings of Imam Khamenei with academics, creating an emotional
bond between the leadership of the revolution and the academic community. This
bond becomes so intimate that most students easily criticize the leadership or his
office in his presence and receive responses, or in some cases, concessions are made
to them;
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6. The sixth factor is the rational and justice-oriented culture of Shiism, which can
readily provide reasonable and substantiated responses to students’ questions;

7. The genuine nationalism manifested in religious scholars and clerics, as Western-
oriented nationalism was always promoted. Students saw for the first time Iran’s
ability to showcase its national power to the world;

The eighth factor was observing the lackluster identity of the new Western-oriented
middle class in Iran. Academics saw firsthand that a sense of identitylessness and futility
surrounded Iran’s new middle class. For this reason, the new middle class in Iran does
not play a leading and decisive role like the new middle class in America and Europe.

Conclusion

In an environment where everyone thought the new middle class was a bearer of Western
values and that its expansion could transform the Islamic Revolution, and steps were
taken in this direction during the seventh and eighth governments. Particularly, with the
dwindling of the traditional middle class and the growth of the new middle class, some
analysts presumed that the revolution’s end was near. However, it was seen that part of
the new middle class assumed the same mission initially held by the traditional middle
class at the start of the revolution, which was to preserve and expand religious and
Islamic values. The failure of the reformist government was due to its ignorance of this
segment of the new middle class because the technocrats of the reformist government
considered the traditional middle class their rival and overlooked the religious segment of
the new middle class.
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