Open Access

Applied Research of Sport Management

Vol. 13(2), (Series 50): 155-174/2024

Doi: 10.30473/ARSM.2024.67564.3762

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Safeguarding of National Athletes: Strategies, Solutions and

Processes

Nazanin Rasekh! Mohammad Pourkiani?, Saeed Jafari®, Abed Mahmoudian*, Salah Dastoom®

1. Associate Professor, Department
of Sport Management, Sport Sciences
Research Institute, Tehran, Iran.

2. Assistant Professor , Department of
Sport Management, Shahid Behehsti
University, Tehran, Iran.

3. Ph.D. Department of Sports
Management, University of Tehran,
Tehran, Iran.

4. Ph.D. Department of Sport
Management, University of Halabja,
Halabja, Kurdistan Region, Irag.

5. Ph.D. Department of Sports
Management, University of Guilan,
Rasht, Iran.

Correspondence
Nazanin Rasekh

Email: n.rasekh@ssrc.ac.ir

Received: 9/April/2023
Accepted: 10/Sep/2023

How to cite

Rasekh, N., Pourkiani, M., Jafari, S.,
Mahmoudian, A., & Dastoom, S.
(2024). Safeguarding of National
Athletes: Strategies, Solutions and
Processes. Applied Research of Sport
Management, 13(2), 155-174.

ABSTRACT

The aim of the current research was to identify the strategies, solutions and
processes for the Safeguarding of national athletes. The present research
method is qualitative research and in the form of thematic analysis, and the
statistical population includes experts (officials of the National Olympic
Committee, federation managers, academic researchers, media activists,
athletes and coaches of national teams). The sampling method was purposeful
and a semi-structured interview was conducted with 18 participants until
theoretical saturation. Coding technique and NVivio software were used to
analyze the data. The findings showed that athlete Safeguarding included 113
concepts in 22 sub-themes and three main themes of strategies including,
institution-oriented and structural-oriented, society-oriented and participation-
oriented, performance-oriented and quality-oriented, technology-oriented and
knowledge-oriented; The solutions include institutional and legal, managerial
and structural, executive and process, inter-organizational, attitudinal and
behavioral, social and cultural, media and virtual space, services and
performance, technical and specialized, technology and system, scientific and
research and resources. Human and processes include policy and planning,
implementation and support, monitoring and performance improvement,
prevention of abuse, detection and control of abuse, compensation and
support for victims. The current study is the first study conducted in the field
of Safeguarding national athletes and has solved part of the huge gap in this
field in domestic research. Also, it has provided a coherent view and a
comprehensive list of strategies, solutions and processes for the Safeguarding
of national athletes for macro and micro level organizations, policy makers
and managers at all levels and athletes.
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