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The emergence of modern schools in Iran and the Ottoman Empire,
alongside their intellectual foundations, marks a pivotal shift in the
historical and social consciousness of these two major centers of the
Islamic world. A deep understanding of their contemporary socio-
political transformations is essential, as not only does their current
educational system stem from those shifts, but many cultural, political,
and societal frameworks remain deeply influenced. Accordingly,
adopting a comparative-historical approach and descriptive-analytical
methodology, this study attempts to answer this question: What were
the grounds for the formation of the idea of change and transformation
in the educational system in Iran and the Ottoman Empire? Findings
indicate that military defeats—particularly against European powers
such as Russia—underscored the urgency for institutional
transformation. The recruitment of European military advisors for
military training, the dispatch of the first students and ambassadors to
Europe, the introduction of the printing industry, the formation of a
new class of graduates, the challenges arising from the confrontation of
traditional structures with modernity, and the need for both societies to
create sustainable progress, not only laid the groundwork for the
establishment of modern schools, but also revealed the inefficiency of
the traditional educational system and the need for institutional
transformation in both countries.
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