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Rational choice is a simple and widely used model in explaining
human behavior that has been used in this research to examine the
performance of the Seljuk Emirs in the wars of succession that
occurred between the sons of Sultan Malek-Shah. Understanding
the dominant role of these emirs in creating political crises is
possible by considering them as rational decision-makers. The
Seljuk Emirs were purposeful actors who, by seeking independence
in the government of their provinces, gradually gained the
necessary potential to intervene in political affairs. This research,
using a descriptive-analytical method, aimed to answer of the
guestion the role of the Seljuk Emirs' self-interest in the
continuation of the wars of succession between Sultan Berkyarug
and Prince Muhammad. The self-interest of emirs led to the
dominance of instrumental rationality over their value rationality,
and this affected the collective (game theory) and individual
decision-making of the emirs in the confrontation between the two
brothers— Berkyaruq and Muhammad—the war strategies, and its
results. These greedy behaviors led to the continuation of
succession crises in the form of five wars.
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