The Challenges of the Ottoman Diplomatic Corps in Iran during
World War | (With Emphasis on the Reports of Asim Bey, The

Mahdi Vaziniafzal *?

1. (Corresponding Author),Assistant Professor, Department of History, University of Jiroft, Iran. E-mail: Drmahdivazin@ujiroft.ac.ir

Ottoman Ambassador in Tehran)

Seyed Ahmad Mosavi, 2

2. Assistant Professor, Department of History, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: Ahmadmoosavi@pnu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Avrticle history:

Received: 6May2024
Received in revised
form:5Sept2024

Accepted: 29Septe2024
Publishedonline:5Nove2024

Key word:

Iran,

Tehran,

Ottomans,

Ottoman Ambassador,
Asim Bey,

World War |,

Foreign policy.

During World War |, the Ottoman government attempted to pursue an
active policy in Iran. The primary goal of the Ottoman diplomatic
service was to convince Iranian officials to join a military alliance
with the Ottomans, counter Russian influence in Azerbaijan, and
support Ottoman military objectives in Afghanistan and India. To
achieve these objectives, Mustafa Asim Bey, a prominent Turkish
diplomat, was appointed as the new ambassador in Tehran. Asim Bey
and his colleagues focused on soft politics and building influence
among constitutionalist leaders and tribes in western Iran. In contrast,
the Ottoman military, under the leadership of Rauf Bey, pursued an
aggressive approach and used force to combat Allied propaganda.
These differing strategies created a significant challenge between
Ottoman diplomats and military personnel in Iran, greatly impacting
Ottoman macro-policies, including the alliance plan. Despite Asim
Bey's efforts, Iran ultimately declined to join the Ottoman alliance,
the "Great Jihad" plan in Iran fell short of its objectives, and attempts
to establish anti-Russian and anti-British policies in western and
southwestern Iran were unsuccessful. Throughout his two-year tenure
in Tehran, Asim Bey engaged in extensive correspondence with high-
ranking officials in Istanbul, as well as Ottoman and German military
and political figures. This article aims to analyze and explore the
diplomatic obstacles faced by the Ottoman government in Iran
through the lens of Ottoman sources, by examining the documents left
behind by Asim Bey in the "Turkish Archives".
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(ATASE) Stratejik Etiit Daire Bagkanligi Arsivi
__BOA, DH. EUM. 2. SB. 2/68.
__BOA, DH. EUM. 2. $B. 3/40.
__BOA, DH. EUM. 2. SB. 4/44.
__BOA, DH. EUM. 7. SB. 2/62.
__BOA, DH. EUM.7. SB. 2/45.
__BOA, DH. SFR. D: 444, G: 112.
___BOA, DH. SFR. D: 452/60
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 120/81. Lef: 16.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 121/47. Lef: 2.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 121/49, Lef: 2.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 121/82. Lef: 7.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 122/6, Lef: 10.
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__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 122/6, Lef: 39.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 122/6, Lef: 4.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 123/10. Lef: 2.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 123/14. Lef: 15.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 123/17. Lef: 38.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 123/24. Lef: 14.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 123/24. Lef: 16.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 123/24. Lef: 23.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 123/61. Lef: 1.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 124/33. Lef: 5.
__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (20) 125, G:33.

__BOA, HR. SFR. D: (3) 655, G: 5.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D. 2337, G: 3, 24.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2160, G: 2.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2337, G.3, 15.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2337, G: 12.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2337, G: 3, 16.
__BOA, HR.SYS. D: 2337, G: 9. 1.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2337, G: 9. 2.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2337, G:12, 30.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2337, G:3, 13.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2337,G:9,14.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2337/3, Lef: 16.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2337/6. Lef: 20.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2338, G: 25, 1.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2338, G: 31, 1.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2338, G: 37, 1.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2338, G: 94, 10.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2338, G: 94, 15.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2338, G: 94, 16.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2338, G: 94, 7.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2338, G: 94, 9.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2338, G: 94.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2338, G: 95.
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2339, G: 10
__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2339, G: 11.
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__BOA, HR. SYS. D: 2339, G: 16, 3.
__BOA,HR. SYS. D: 2339, G: 74, 4.
__ATASE, BDH Kaol. K.250, D. 28, F.1040-1.
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