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Purpose: Mohammad-Taqi Bahar’s poem "Iran Belongs to You"
stands as a prominent example of anti-colonial literature from the
Qajar era. By merging nationalist and religious discourses, the poem
reflects the political crises, foreign threats, and national identity
struggles of the time. This study aims to examine how elements of
nationalism and religiosity contribute to the reinforcement of the
poem’s anti-colonial discourse and to its representation of social
responsibility. The central question of the article is how Bahar,
through linguistic, historical, and religious elements, mobilizes his
audience toward socio-political action by synthesizing these two
discourses.

Method and Research: This study employs a descriptive-analytical
method within the framework of critical discourse analysis to
explore various levels of language, discursive semantics, and the
socio-political dimensions of the poem. Rhetorical tone,
metaphorical imagery, and religious and historical references are
analyzed as tools used to represent power, identity, and resistance.
Findings and Conclusions: The findings indicate that Bahar,
through the repeated use of the phrase "Iran belongs to you,” the
deployment of cautionary metaphors, and references to religious
and historical symbols, successfully constructs a compelling
discourse that calls the audience to unity, awareness, and resistance
against internal and external domination. By harmoniously
combining nationalist and religious discourses, the poem not only
mirrors the critical conditions of its era but also serves as an
effective medium for fostering a resistant, anti-colonial identity.

Cite this article: Ghanbari Abdolmaleki, Reza. (2025). The Role of Nationalist and Religious Elements in Reinforcing the
Anti-Colonial Discourse of Mohammad-Tagi Bahar. Journal of Iranian Studies, 24 (47), 259-281. http//doi.org/

10.22103/jis.2025.24912.2706

© The Author(s).

Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.

DOI: http//doi.org/ 10.22103/jis.2025.24912.2706



mailto:abdolmaleki@du.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5308-0775

Journal of Iranian Studies, Volume 24, Issue 47, 2025 260
EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The poem Iran Is Yours by Malek 0-Sho’ara Bahar is one of the most powerful and resonant
anti-colonial literary works in modern Persian literature. Composed during a time of deep
political unrest, socio-religious turmoil, and foreign intervention—especially in the wake of
the 1911 ultimatum issued by Tsarist Russia—the poem reflects a historical urgency to defend
Iranian national sovereignty and cultural integrity. This period marked one of the most critical
turning points in the modern history of Iran, where political activism, the struggle for
constitutional rights, and anti-imperialist sentiment converged with cultural and literary
expression.

Published in the Nowbahar newspaper in Mashhad, the poem exemplifies the literary spirit
of resistance that had come to define the Constitutional Movement (1905-1911). Bahar, as
both a poet and a public intellectual, used his literary platform to influence public opinion,
promote reformist ideals, and oppose foreign domination. The Constitutional Revolution had
created new forms of political and discursive engagement, and poetry emerged as a prominent
vehicle through which these ideas could be expressed, disseminated, and legitimized.

Bahar employs a persuasive and emotive poetic voice that blends patriotic and religious
sentiments, encouraging collective action in defense of the homeland. Repeated phrases like
“Iran is yours” not only reinforce territorial and cultural belonging but also function as urgent
calls to solidarity and mobilization. This poem can thus be read not merely as a reflection of
historical tensions, but as a purposeful discursive intervention shaped by the overlapping
pressures of imperialism, domestic authoritarianism, and the broader need for social and
national cohesion.

This study seeks to explore how Bahar skillfully interweaves nationalist and religious
discourses in his poem to construct a compelling and mobilizing message. It situates the poem
within the tradition of resistance literature, where language functions as both a weapon and a
shield against domination. The primary research question asks: How does the poet utilize
language, poetic imagery, and historical-religious symbolism to construct a persuasive and
ideologically resonant narrative? In response to this central question, the study is grounded on
the following hypotheses:

1. Bahar’s careful word choice, rhetorical repetition, and direct address intensify the
emotional and ideological impact of the poem.

2. The use of metaphor and poetic imagery reflects the social crises of the time while
simultaneously strengthening the poem’s call for national unity and vigilance.

3. Historical and religious references serve not only as ideological tools but also as
timely responses to the socio-political realities and psychological anxieties of early
20th-century Iran.

4. The integration of nationalism and religious discourse transforms the poem into a
powerful call to civic and political engagement, urging Iranians to act in the face of
both internal stagnation and external aggression.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology to examine the poem’s linguistic
structure, poetic imagery, and discursive elements. The descriptive component focuses on
rhetorical features such as metaphor, repetition, and stylistic choices that enhance the poem’s
persuasive effect. The analytical component, on the other hand, evaluates how these features
correspond to broader socio-political and ideological contexts.
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Special attention is given to the poet’s tone in each stanza—particularly exhortative,
descriptive, and critical modes—as well as to the interplay between national and religious
discourses as core elements of resistance literature. The study applies discourse analysis
techniques, particularly drawing on Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional framework, to
assess the text’s rhetorical (textual), ideological (discursive), and social (contextual)
dimensions. Finally, the poet’s repeated calls to action are analyzed in relation to their role in
fostering national and religious identity under colonial threat.

Discussion

Findings suggest that Bahar’s poem constructs a deeply resonant discourse of resistance
through the strategic alignment of nationalist and religious motifs. The emphatic use of direct
address and metaphorical language amplifies the emotional tone, creating a sense of urgency
and shared responsibility. Religious and historical allusions—such as references to "Darius,"”
"Islamic honor," and "national movement"—anchor the poem in a dual identity framework,
appealing simultaneously to civic pride and religious duty.

The poem’s structure and style reinforce its ideological message. Refrains like “Iran is
yours” act as rhetorical anchors that promote a vision of collective ownership and defense.
The metaphors, such as “the mouth of the dragon” or “the egg of hostility,” dramatize the
threats faced by Iran and urge unity in the face of adversity. These features collectively
elevate the poem as a significant literary expression of national resistance and cultural
survival during the Constitutional period.

Conclusion

Bahar’s Iran Is Yours can be fruitfully analyzed through Fairclough’s model of discourse
analysis. On the textual level, the poem’s style—marked by emotive language, rhetorical
repetition, and symbolic imagery—conveys a discourse of shared responsibility and national
unity. On the ideological level, the integration of religious and nationalist symbols fosters a
unified framework for resistance. On the socio-political level, the poem reflects the broader
context of the Constitutional and post-Constitutional periods, where cultural renewal and
political activism were paramount.

The poem thus emerges not only as a reaction to historical crises but also as an active agent
in shaping national consciousness. By weaving together religious fervor and nationalist
passion, Bahar calls for social and political awakening. Iran Is Yours continues to stand as a
potent example of resistance literature, inspiring unity, dignity, and collective memory in the
face of colonial and authoritarian pressures.
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