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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The myth of fertility or the martyred god is one of the well-known types of myths, examples
of which can be traced in most mythologies of the world. According to this myth, this god is
martyred or disappears every year, and his followers mourn him and dance and march on his
return. The story of "Gadouli and the Cow" is one of the folk tales that has preserved the story
of the plant god/martyred god in its heart in a very subtle way.

Methodology

This article has been prepared using field and library methods and a descriptive-analytical
approach. The author first collected the folk tale using a field method and then examined the
content of this tale using library resources.

Discussion
1. The connection between the plant god and nature

a)- The birth of the plant god

The birth of Gadouli as a plant god is surprisingly connected to plants. According to the story,
Gadoli is given as a reward by the Ounalaks to Golbas, Gadouli's mother. It is important to
note that the fulfillment of the Ounalaks' promise takes nine months. During this time, no sign
of pregnancy is seen in Gadouli's mother, and finally, after nine months of the Ounalaks'
promise, Golbas, guided by a fairy, finds Gadouli among the reeds. In this way, Gadouli is
connected to the plant/tree from the very beginning of birth.

b)- The growth of a plant from the blood of the plant god

According to the story, a drop of Gadouli's/plant god's blood falls on the ground from which a
sapling grows. This feature is also seen in the case of Siavash in Iranian mythology.

2. The return of the plant god to nature

The question that arises here is whether the plant god also has a return or resurrection in the
folk narrative? Although there is no mention of the return of this plant god in this narrative,
the existence of a parallel in the story can be interpreted as his return: in this narrative, there is
no mention of the death of the plant god. In this folk narrative, only his disappearance is
mentioned, which can also be evidence and proof of his resurrection or reappearance.

3. The companionship of a goddess by the plant god

Usually, every plant god has a spouse by his side, who is sometimes his mother, sister, or
lover. In this story, too, we can trace the footsteps of this goddess. After fulfilling his mission
- saving the factor of procreation and restoring life to nature - Gadouli encounters the
daughter of the fairy king, who offers to marry him; but Gadouli refuses and returns to the
reeds.

4. The celebration of the death and resurrection of the plant god

Ritual ceremonies are held for almost all plant gods and their human incarnations. In this
story, there is no trace of a special ceremony to commemorate Gadouli as a martyred god; it is
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only mentioned that he was mourned every year on the day of his death; the story is silent
about how this ceremony was held.

5. Royalty and ethnicity
In the folk tale, Gadouli is the son of Kadkhoda.
6. The importance and sacredness of the tree associated with them

Trees have a special place in most myths of nations. In this story, the "Bari/Shahidou Oak™
tree is also mentioned. From the perspective of the people of this land, this tree is sacred.
They believe that the reason for the sanctity of this tree is that one or two of the descendants
of the Imam took refuge in this tree and were martyred in this tree.

7. Connection with Water

In most stories about plant gods, a connection with water is seen. In this story, the hero of the
story first crosses a river full of water to reach the mountain and save the cow/fertilizer.

8. Having special weapons

In this story, Gadouli wears special clothes that no predatory animal can approach him and
harm him. In this story, it is also clear that Gadouli has supernatural power.

9. Fighting the Drought Demon/Rescuing the Fertility Factor

One of the common themes in some mythologies is the fertility factor or factors being caught
in the clutches of a demon or dragon and an attempt to rescue and free them. This theme is
repeated in this story as well. In order to rescue the fertility factor, Gadouli becomes a path
through a crevice/cave that leads underground.

Conclusion

The study of the myth of the plant god in the Kohmarre-Sorkhi region of Fars province,
Masarm village, reveals the following points: 1- This narrative has many similarities with
other similar stories in the mythologies of nations. At least two hypotheses can be put forward
regarding the formation of this narrative: First, that this narrative has long been introduced to
this region and has become a native narrative over time and through the efforts of narrators
and storytellers to localize the story. Second, that this narrative belongs to this region and is
not imported. 2- The plant god in this narrative, like other similar narratives, has a very deep
connection with nature. 3- In the folk narrative, like other narratives in the world's mythology,
it can be assumed that there is a couple with the plant god. In other words, the daughter of the
fairy king appears in the role of the goddess of fertility next to the plant god. 4- In the folk
narrative, there is no mention of the revival/return of the god Gadouli as a plant god; however,
the claim of some villagers that Gadouli was seen after his disappearance could be a sign of
his return. 5- Native and familiar elements for the people of the region are seen in several
parts: The characters and their names in this story are native and familiar to the people.
Gadouli, who appears as the main character of the story, is the hero of more than half of the
legends of this land. The places where the events of the story are narrated are not mythical
and unfamiliar; they are real and familiar places. The ounalak, like many other stories in this
region, play a prominent role in the story. 6- In order to save the factor of birth - the cow - the
hero of the story goes to battle with the black demon - in the role of the factor inhibiting



Journal of Iranian Studies, Volume 24, Issue 47, 2025 30

fertility - and after defeating him, he returns life and greenery to the world. 6- One of the
important and common aspects of plant gods is holding special rituals for them. This ritual is
different for each god. In this narrative, there is no mention of the nature of this ceremony and
it is only enough to note that his mourning ceremony was held every year. 7- Having a special
weapon, kingship, ethnicity, the importance and sanctity of the tree associated with the plant
god, and the connection with water are common features of Gadoli with other plant gods.
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