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A Study of the Manifestations of Totem in the Stories of Haft Peykar
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Abstract

Totem is one of the manifestations of very old beliefs of Iranian people, and its roots have
remained in stories and tales. The stories and anecdotes of Nizami’s Haft Peykar have
preserved the signs of belief in totems due to being rooted in folk tales. Examining this
concept in Haft Peykar helps understand ancient religious and ritual beliefs of Iranian
people. Therefore, the recovery of totem and totemism in the tales of Haft Peykar is the aim
of the present study. The research design is qualitative, discourse analysis and descriptive-
analytical. In order to obtain the data, totem and totemism were recovered in the stories of
Haft Peykar. The results of the investigation showed that this ancient work shows signs
and traces of totemism in ancient Iran such as exogamy totem (Bahram’s seven marriages
with seven princesses of seven regions), sun totem (the Roman princess totem), plant totem
(in the story of Egyptian Mahan, the story of Good and Evil, and the story of the Pious
Eunuch), holy land totem (in the story of the Pious Eunuch), and the transfer of the totem
with marriage (in the story of Kheir va Shar (Good and Evil). Therefore, the story of Haft
Peykar reflects some manifestations of totemism.
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