Journal of Ritual Culture and Literature
Quarterly, Vol 3, No 2, Fall & Winter 2025, 133-150

i

o
”e

University of Birjand

o
T4

A

Unity and Disunity in the Old Translations of the Holy Qur’an: A

Comparison of Different Approaches to Translation of Surah al-

Hamd and the Opening Verses of Surah Al-Bagarah in Sourabadi
and Ruh-Al-Janan Interpretations

Habibullah Abbasi”
Mohammad Reza Farahmand Jehanabad™

Abstract

Thold translations of the Holy Qur’an in Persian language, especially the first interpretations,
represent duality of unity and disunity from the literary and historical perspective. Unity
is manifested in special sensitivity, accuracy and carefulness in translating key words
and fundamental concepts. It is also displayed in fidelity in conveying special meanings
along with choosing the most appropriate words, including verbs, nouns, and adjectives.
Disunity, on the other hand, is seen in exemplification and interpretation, i.e. interpretations
based on religious beliefs and opinions as well as intellectual and ideological-political
differences of various Islamic sects. In this essay, with a descriptive-analytical method
and by analyzing and comparing the translations of Surah Al-Hamd and the first verses of
Surah Al-Bagarah, which can be called the Manifesto of [slam and the Manifesto of Faith,
respectively, in two old commentaries and translations, Abulfotuh Razi and Atiq Sourabadi,
we achieved interesting results in the pathology and the reason to deal with examples of
translated phrases. Finally, we concluded that unity in the translation of the Holy Qur’an
is considered as a prologue to Islamic unity and then the unity of divine religions. The
disunity in translation, on the other hand, preluded religious and theological differences
between Islamic sects, which has been apparent in the first translations of the Qur’an in the
early centuries.
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