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Abstract

In the fourth volume of Hafez-e Abru’s Majma* al-tawarikh, titled
Zobdat al-tawarikh-e Baysonghori, under the events of the year 825
AH, a journey is mentioned that the ambassadors of Shahrokh Timur’s
court took to the land of Khitai and the city of Khanbalig. One of them
was Khwajah Ghiyath al-Din Nagqgash, the ambassador of Baysonghor
Mirza Timuri, the ruler of Herat, whose travelogue’s “content and
substance” Hafez-e Abru has quoted in his history. Considering that
this journey took place during the Timurid period—simultaneous with
the Ming dynasty—and to “Khitai,” numerous Chinese words and
terms have been used in it. Several corrections have been made to the
text of Zobdat al-tawarikh, as well as to this travelogue, including the
edition by Seyyed Kamal Haj Seyyed Javadi, which is the most
important correction of this text in Iran and the reference point for
researchers. However, in the correction of some Chinese words in this
text, errors have occurred, which have been corrected in the present
study by referring to the oldest manuscripts of this text, including the
manuscript preserved in the Malek Library—copied in 830 AH, which
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the authors believe to be the “fair copy” and equivalent to the original
version of this text, and which previous correctors did not properly
utilize in their correction. This research addresses the errors of the
previous correctors, resulting from the handwriting style of the
manuscripts, syntactic errors in the Persian translation of Chinese
terms, mentioning the Chinese form of the names of several cities
mentioned in the travelogue that have a different form in Persian
pronunciation, as well as the etymology and examination of the
Chinese pronunciation of several words.

1. Introduction

One of the prominent historical works of the ninth Islamic century
(Hijri) is Majma * al-tawarikh. This book was authored by Abd Allah
ibn Lotf Allah ibn Abd al-Rashid, known as Hafiz-e¢ Abru. Hafiz-¢
Abru designated the fourth volume of his book as Zobdat al-tawarikh
Baysonghori, which encompasses events from the year 736 to 830
AH. In the description of events and circumstances of the year 825
AH, he mentions a particular journey undertaken by envoys of the
Timurid Shahrokh’s court to the land of Khitai and the city
of Khanbaliq. The delegation consisted of 300 individuals, among
whom was Khwajah Ghiayth al-Din Naqqash, the envoy of
Baysonghor Mirza, the Timurid ruler of Herat. The author of Zobdat
al-tawarikh cites a summarized and concise account of his travelogue
within his work.

2. Research Questions and Hypotheses

Given that Khwajah Ghiayth al-Din Naqqgash’s travelogue pertains to
a journey to Khitai, what errors have occurred in the transcription of
Chinese words in the most important editions of Hafez-e
Abru’s Zobdat al-tawarikh?

The hypothesis of this research is that different kinds of errors
have been introduced into the transcription of Chinese words in these
editions. By examining ancient manuscripts of Zobdat al-tawarikh and
re-evaluating this travelogue from the perspective of the Chinese
language, it is possible to determine the correct transcription of these
words.
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3. Background of the Research

Contemporary studies on Khwajah Ghiayath al-Din Naqqash’s
travelogue can generally be categorized into three groups: corrections,
annotations, and translations. The first critical edition of this work was
undertaken by Professor Mohammad Shafi® in 1930 in Lahore,
Pakistan. Among Iranian scholars, Ali Mazaheri was the first to
publish the book Jaddeh-e Abrisham in French, in Paris. Seyyed
Kamal Haj Seyyed Javadi also edited and published Zobdat al-
tawarikh based on several manuscript copies; however, the text of the
travelogue in his edition contains errors both in the editing approach
and in the transcription, especially concerning Chinese words.

4. Research Methodology
This study is based on a systematic comparison and review of the
oldest manuscripts of Zobdat al-tawarikh and a re-examination of the
printed editions of the travelogue, with particular focus on the Chinese
vocabulary within the text.

5. Discussion and Analysis

Within the text of Khwajah Ghiayth al-Din’s travelogue, as presented
in Zobdat al-tawarikh—including the edition by Haj Seyyed Javadi
and the original manuscripts—numerous errors are evident, both in the
transcription methodology and in the recording of Chinese words.

6. Conclusion

Some of the errors in the transcription of Chinese words in Khwajah
Ghiayth al-Din’s travelogue stem from the orthographic characteristics
of the manuscript copies, while others result from issues related to
manuscript punctuation and the typesetter’s copy errors. Since
the Malik manuscript is a copy in Hafez-e Abru’s own hand, it is
likely that some of these transcriptions reflect orthographic changes
and phonetic transformations of Chinese words within the Persian
language over time, which Hafez-e Abru may have recorded as they
appeared.
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As previously noted, the correct transcription of “s5ls” (as in
Seyyed Javadi’s edition of Zobdat al-tawarikh) is “Shakkiini,” derived
from the Sanskrit term (QTIHEIEED, a title for the Buddha. In Chinese,
this is rendered as “Shijiaméuni” (FEMEE) or “Shijiamoéuni F6” (B
WIZ f2f#). The main reason for the error in Seyyed Javadi’s edition

and subsequently in Fatehi’s edition is the unjustified deviation from
the Malik manuscripts and the error’s adoption from Fatehi’s
manuscript. Furthermore, the transcription “¢!j><3” in Seyyed
Javadi’s edition is incorrect; the correct term is “glss> <4” which

refers to the Lantern Festival (K] 75 Dengjie), a traditional Chinese

celebration. The names of the cities “ 5" and “ <& (which should
be read as »Su and s> respectively) are ancient names of “Suzhou”

(M) and “Ganzhou” (F&M{). The Chinese origin of the word
“sAsaS” is B (jidipu), meaning “Express Postal Station.” The
correct transcription of “sin” and “s8. should be “sa” (E?&) —
meaning coachman — and “#L” (535K) — meaning horse groom or
stable master. Similarly, “ s (JBK) refers to a muleteer. The correct
term for the “4w” (“ LU 4x”) in Seyyed Javadi’s edition is “4x” (E§

&), the traditional stringed instrument, not “Pipa” as a type of mouth

organ, which Seyyed Javadi and Mazaheri mistakenly identified.
Additionally, “>3" appearing in the text (Hafez Abra, 1380: 821)

likely should be “u=ls” (KA Daren), meaning an esteemed person.
Words such as “+8” (Turkish; a type of silk fabric), % (Turko-
Mongolian; a type of red silk), “s” (&; a silk fabric), “L&” (£); a very
fine non-silk textile, generally cotton or linen), “ S84 (4%; a traditional

Chinese silk fabric with a diagonal pattern), and “55 (a type of
velvet fabric) refer to various Chinese textiles, as indicated.

Keywords: Kbhitai Travelogue, Khwajah Ghiyath al-Din Naggash,
Zobdat al-tawarikh, Chinese Vocabulary.
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