Journal of Kavoshnameh in Persian Language and Literature Vol 25, No 61, Summer 2024

Typology of a story: Recognizing the political ideology of
Sadegh Choubak in the context of the allegorical

contradiction of ""Esa'e Adab'"~

Dr. Zohreh niksiyar!

PhD in Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran

Dr. Hossein Hassanpour Alashti

Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature,
University of Mazandaran

Abstract

Knowing the types and subtypes is an important step in familiarizing with
literary works and evaluating their stylistic and linguistic beauty. In the
present study, the genre of the story Esa'e Adab from the "kheyme shab
bazi" collection, which was banned by the Pahlavi government, is
examined. This typology is done with the approach of critical stylistics,
whose main function is to analyze the layers of the text in order to discover
its hidden ideology. The results of the research show that the story is an
allegorical contradiction, which, in its depth, refers to important historical
events such as Reza Shah's taking the power, his double standards in the
face of religion, the Goharshad mosque uprising, the repression of clerics,
and the assassination of Ayatollah Modarres. The narrative is written in the
framework of socialist realism, and all the components that are
hypothesized in this research form a meaningful body of evidence to
implicitly reflect the author's political-socialist position to legitimize the
struggle against domination.
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1. Introduction

The collection of "kheyme shab bazi" stories is a reflection of the Iranian
society in the first Pahlavi period and the result of the author's writings then.
The collection was published with a delay of several years in 1945, that is,
in the second Pahlavi period. One of the topics that Chubak pays special
attention to in his stories is the challenge with the political situation ruling
the society. The situation has determined the social and economic status of
different classes. In order to get rid of the restrictions that cast a shadow on
the structure of the society in the author's era as a legacy of the past and
were unintentionally imposed on the entire Iranian society, he deals with
the effects and disasters resulting from the rule of political and religious
ideologies on the society. Of course, through examining Chubak's approach
to social issues, it seems that he has completely distanced himself from
political issues. However, due to his skill in writing stories, he has been
able to depict the chaotic political situation of the time in his stories,
perhaps far better than many of his contemporaries who were directly
involved in political parties of that time, including the Tudeh Party.

2. Methodology
In the critical approach of this research, the main task is the analysis of
power relations and the discovery of the hidden ideology of the text, but the
identification of the extended style in the text, which is done by analyzing
the different layers of the story, can lead to the identification of the genre
of the work and a new service. Typology allows the specification of single
principles as scientific criteria and the identification and categorization of
the works of any literary type, thus achieving more precise components of
a type or a work belonging to a literary school. However, although
extending the narration of Esa'e Adab to the king is not a far-fetched issue,
it was banned by the Pahlavi government. At the depth of the narrative,
there are political and historical truths that cannot be obtained except by
analyzing the text and its discursive layers; Therefore, the current research
seeks to answer these following questions:

a. What is the author's political ideology in the Esa'e Adab text? And
with what components has the author reflected it in different layers of the
text?



b. What genre is the story? And why did the author choose this genre to
convey his ideology?

3. Results and discussion

The research is done with a descriptive-analytical method and in a layered
manner. In this method, micro-layers are examined in the context of macro-
layers, and macro-layers in relation to each other. In the external macro
layer, the examined component is the situational context of the work. In the
narrative macro layer, which is based on the theory of focalization by Genet
and Raymond Kenan, the points examined are the focalizer of focalization,
the focalized, the degree of continuity of focalization, and the perceptual
aspects of focalization, including temporal and spatial extents. The textual
macro layer also includes lexical, syntactic and rhetorical micro-layers. In
the lexical sub-layer, the four components of naming, reference and cover-
up, swearing and idioms, and discourse-oriented words are noted. In the
syntactic sub-layer, aspect, pole of speech and syntactic sound are
examined. In the rhetorical sub-layer, the analyzed components are
opposition, continuity and cohesion, metaphor, simile, humor and mockery,
irony and elaboration, symbolization and association of meanings, allegory,
and antithesis. They are investigated with the assumption that they lead to
the analysis of power relations, the style developed in the text, the
determination of the genre, and finally the discovery of the hidden ideology
of the text.

4. Conclusion

The narrative of Esa'e Adab is a political and humorous paradox with an
allegorical and symbolic language, in which the author mocks the
contradictions in the society and criticizes the ruling ideology of the state
and the institutions of oppression and power. Also, by drawing a passive
face of the people of the time, he criticizes their submission and
appreciation in the face of tyranny, thus trying to legitimize the struggle
against domination. His allegorical approach in this story, which has
created a multi-layered and enigmatic work, is the writer's literary and
ideological response to the adverse political and social conditions of the
Iranian society during the first and second Pahlavi periods.



Journal of Kavoshnameh in Persian Language and Literature Vol 25, No 60, Summer 2024

Therefore, in response to the questions of the research, it can be said that
the narrative is written in the framework of socialist realism and contains
the political-socialist ideology of the author. In its lower layers, it refers to
important historical events such as Reza Shah's coming to office, his double
standards in the face of religion, and the Goharshad Mosque uprising. It
refers to the repression of clerics and the assassination of Ayatollah
Modarres. The narrative genre is also an allegorical contradiction; it is a
contradiction on ancient literary-historical texts with the aim of criticizing
the contradictions formed in Reza Shah's authoritarian modernism, and a
narrative allegory with a hidden reference to important historical events.
Due to the content of this narrative, the publication of the "kheyme shab
bazi" collection was banned for ten years, but the author's conservatism and
concealment, which was accompanied by the use of contrasting writings
and narrative allegories, made the Pahlavi government agree to reprint the
collection. This occurred with a passive policy in conditions of
impoliteness. Ignoring the hints and sharp criticisms hidden in the lower
layers of the text, examining all the components in different textual layers
and their adaptation to the outer layer and the situational context of the
narrative shows that the author's ideology is completely political and within
the framework of socialist realism with the aim of legitimizing the struggle
against domination.
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