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Abstract

The policies in the first Pahlavi period were influenced by various
discourses, one of which was the law of banning hijab (unveiling women),
which created disorders and left adverse effects on natural, artificial and
social environments of Iran. The present study uses a descriptive-analytical
method to look at the society and the natural human environment of Iran
under the influence of Western woman as a role model. It seeks to answer
the questions ‘what are the consequences of the conflict between power and
the social structure?’ and ‘how does this conflict affect the society at
different levels?’ As the results indicate, the normalization of Western
culture was in contrast to the traditional Iranian-Islamic culture, thus raising
resistance in the society and exerting adverse effects on the natural, social
and artificial environment of Iran. This led to the perverted use of seaside,
visual pollution, corruption of men and women, immigration of people,
effects on the trade with the world, and smuggling.

Keywords: Western woman role model, Environment, Discourse of power,
Story of a City, Ahmad Mahmoud.

— Date of receiving: 2023/4/5 Date of final accepting: 2023/9/5
1 - email of responsible writer: a.abshirini@scu.ac.ir



Journal of Kavoshnameh in Persian Language and Literature Vol 25, No 60, Spring 2024

1. Introduction

"The Story of a City" is a political novel that depicts the life of the people
of a southern port in Hormozgan Province in the 1950s and 1960s. The port
city had fallen into a social disorder after the ban on Hijab, people had
begun to immigrated, and the shops where reputable merchants used to
trade have turned into ruins by the sea. In general, the structure of a society
is shaped by the interrelationship of its components, each of which
influences and is influenced by the other. By examining the power relations
in the fictional society of the novel "The Story of a City", we become aware
of such influences.

2. Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytical. First, the novel "The Story
of a City" by Ahmad Mahmoud was studied, and then, with a discourse-
oriented approach, library studies were carried out to examine the research
background and its theoretical foundations. By searching through texts and
reading books and articles, the related materials were recorded, and sample
texts were extracted and analyzed.

3. Results and discussion

Society and nature are invariably connected. This connection is evident in
the society under our study due to the discourse of banning hijab imposed
by the government, the resistance of the people in the port city, and
migration of some residents of this region who played an important role in
exploiting the environment. This all caused a decline in the people's living
standards and a change in the market landscape. Also, the business and
trade of the residents of the city were destroyed, and a decline occurred in
the rate of prosperity. What follows is extracted from the novel (Mahmoud,
2003: 391-392).

The port city of Lengeh was different from other places. That is why it
was named ‘Lengeh’. It was the bride of ports. It had a job and business. It
was full of life. It traded with the whole world. Day and night, big ships
came from Africa, Zanzibar and from India, and, by the pier that is now
ruined, they would wait for their turn for days!... In all those houses that are



now scattered and ruined by the sea, reputable merchants used to trade. The
market was very crowded. In the fish market alone, you could find a
thousand kinds of fish.

Lengeh was destroyed. When hijab was banned, it was destroyed!
People took their wives and children by hand and threw them into the sea
at night. They went to Qatar, Sharjah... Dubai."”

It The reason is, thus, clear for the migration of people, the decline of the
market, and the change in the appearance of the market, which is now
depicted with ruined and cluttered rooms and induces a kind of visual
pollution that can “in the long run cause mental distress and mental illness
in humans” (Yousefi eteal., 2017: 182). This has its roots in the discourse
of banning the hijab, which has caused disturbances in the ecological self-
image of individuals and changes in individuals and their biological
society. In fact, the mentioned discourse, in which species and individuals,
here women, are the site of conflict over political strategies, has left
undesirable effects on the personality structure and ecological identity of
the characters and has created disorders in the type of exploitation of the
natural environment. In general, the "individualizing technology of power"
in the novel "The Story of a City" has targeted women as a means of
conflicting political strategies in the society and posited what Foucault calls
"the threshold of biological modernity”. The consequences of the
modernity threshold were disruption of the natural and human environment.

4. Conclusion
The environment and humans have a two-way relationship, and the
discourses of each era have a significant impact on the type of this
relationship. The discourse of banning hijab, which was considered as a
kind of “individualizing technology of power”, targeted women in the
novel “The Story of a City” and brought destructive consequences to the
natural and human environment. By examining these consequences and the
"technology of the self" of the society in the novel, one learns that power
wanted to construct the "self" of women by force; it was a self-constructed
self that contradicted one’s inner self.

This is why there are disorders not only in individuals but also in the
environment of the fictional society in the novel “The Story of a City”.
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Overall, the migration of individuals in this novel shows that they have not
accepted the power which tries to subjugate the body to the political power
and continuous surveillance; such a strategy has caused the alienation of
bodies and deprived them of the ability to construct themselves on their
own, by others, or in a different way. In addition, it has exerted destructive
effects on natural and human environments.
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