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Abstract

Ambiguity is considered as one of the most significant elements in literary
texts, playing a crucial role in evaluating various literary works. Given the
importance of ambiguity in literature, this research aims to investigate the
evolution of ambiguity in Islamic rhetoric and analyze its different types,
aesthetic manifestations, and causes. By presenting the views of
rhetoricians regarding ambiguity, this study seeks to understand their
perspectives on artistic ambiguity and the distinction they make between
artistic and non-artistic ambiguities. Additionally, it aims to identify
examples of various types of artistic ambiguity and their aesthetic
dimensions. The findings of this research indicate that rhetoricians have
generally opposed complexity, intricacy and obscurity, but some of them,
such as Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani, have delved into the role of ambiguity in
engaging the reader and providing aesthetic pleasure. This has led to a more
nuanced understanding of artistic and non-artistic ambiguities, which was
later less emphasized by subsequent rhetoricians. An examination of the
aspects and examples of ambiguity in Hafez's poetry reveals that the
musical, linguistic, and visual dimensions of ambiguity significantly
contribute to engaging the audience and enhancing the aesthetic quality of
the literary work. The great poet Hafez has skillfully employed various
types of artistic ambiguity to present his poetry in its most sublime form.

Keywords: Islamic rhetoric, Artistic ambiguity, Non-artistic ambiguity,
Types of ambiguity, Hafez's sonnets.
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1. Introduction

The term ™ambiguity” in Persian denotes concealment, obscurity,
complexity, and vagueness (Moein, 2005: under the entry "ibham"). In its
technical sense, it refers to the use of a single word or phrase that conveys
two or more meanings or expresses two contradictory ideas or feelings. In
other words, it is a kind of disruption in meaning-making during the
interaction between the text and the reader, causing the readers to pause in
their understanding (Abrahams, 2005; Shiri, 2011).

Until around the 20" century, the existence of ambiguity in a literary text
was generally considered undesirable. Earlier rhetoricians often viewed it
as a flaw. This negative attitude toward multiple meanings within a single
expression reflected a broader cultural stance, rooted in ancient Greece,
which emphasized rational understanding and the correspondence between
language and reality. However, from the 20" century onward, as the human
understanding of life and aestheticism evolved, there was a growing
appreciation for the multifaceted nature of language. Consequently,
ambiguity gained significant value in artistic works, and the exploration of
multiple meanings became a central focus of literary interpretation
(Fotouhi, 2008).

In 1930, William Empson's publication of "Seven Types of Ambiguity"
provided a framework for understanding the nature and scope of ambiguity.
It established ambiguity as a literary device and a hallmark of artistic texts,
distinguishing between artistic and non-artistic types of ambiguity. Artistic
ambiguity arises from the specific arrangement of words and involves
semantic deviations achieved through various figures of speech such as
metaphor, paradox, synesthesia, and neologism (Hasanpour Alashty,
2011). This type of ambiguity opens up new interpretive possibilities for
the reader, stimulating thought and fostering a deeper engagement with the
text. In contrast, non-artistic ambiguity, characterized by obscure language
and unfamiliar concepts, alienates the reader and fails to provide any
meaningful insights (Fotouhi, 2009).

2. Methodology
This study aims to investigate the historical trajectory of ambiguity in
Islamic rhetoric and analyze its various types within literary texts with a



particular focus on Hafez's sonnets. The research is qualitative and library-
based, performing content analysis to examine the data. Notably, the
findings of this study can be highly beneficial to researchers in Persian
literature, Islamic rhetoric, and literary criticism.

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Ambiguity in Islamic rhetoric

The text delves into the historical understanding and application of
ambiguity in Islamic rhetoric. Initially, ambiguity was often viewed
negatively and deemed associated with obscurity and complexity.
Rhetoricians like Aristotle, Ibn Mugaffa’, and al-Jahiz emphasized clarity
and precision in language, discouraging ambiguity.

However, scholars like Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani introduced a more
nuanced understanding of ambiguity, differentiating between artistic and
non-artistic types of ambiguity. He argued that artistic ambiguity, when
used effectively, could enhance the beauty and depth of a text. Later
rhetoricians, such as Ibn Atira and Ibn Abi al-Asbagh al-Misri, built upon
al-Jurjani's ideas and further explored the aesthetic dimensions of
ambiguity.

Despite these advancements, the concept of ambiguity often faced
challenges. Some scholars continued to view it as a flaw, and later works
on rhetoric tended to reiterate earlier ideas without significant innovation.
This article examines ambiguity in Persian rhetoric, focusing specifically
on the poetry of Hafez. The author categorizes ambiguity into artistic and
non-artistic types with the focus on artistic ambiguity.

3.2. Types of artistic ambiguity

Musical aspect: The music of poetry (meter, rhyme, etc.) can be employed
to create ambiguity. For instance, meter can convey hidden meanings
beyond the surface level. Rhyme can also contribute to the evocation of
meanings and the expansion of images and concepts.

Linguistic aspect: Linguistic ambiguity is divided into two categories:
lexical and syntactic. Lexical ambiguity refers to words that possess
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multiple meanings. Syntactic ambiguity pertains to sentence structure,
which can be interpreted in multiple ways.

Visual aspect: Imagery in poetry refers to figurative language. Visual
ambiguity can arise from simile, metaphor, metonymy, and irony. For
example, in simile, the point of similarity is sometimes not explicitly stated,
leading to ambiguity.

3.3. Hafez's poetry and ambiguity

The author has chosen Hafez's poetry for this study due to the existence of
various types of ambiguity within it. It is argued that the ambiguity in
Hafez's poetry stems from the artistic use of diverse linguistic, musical, and
visual elements.

4. Conclusion
The findings of this research indicate that from the very beginning,
rhetoricians tacitly acknowledged the existence of artistic ambiguity in
poetry by introducing concepts such as metaphor, metonymy, and irony.
They distinguished it from non-artistic ambiguity and elements such as
obscurity, lexical and semantic complexities, and meaningless intricacies.
Consequently, most rhetoricians emphasized clarity and eloquence and
cautioned their audience against the use of non-artistic ambiguities.
Furthermore, an examination of the approach to ambiguity among fourth
and fifth-century rhetoricians reveals that the most significant ideas
regarding ambiguity and its role in engaging the audience can be found in
the insightful and meticulous research of Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani. With
great precision, he introduced concepts about artistic ambiguity and its
distinction from non-artistic ambiguity, which could be a subject of
independent research. These ideas later influenced scholars like Ibn Atira
and Ibn Abi al-Asbagh al-Misri in the sixth and seventh centuries, leading
them to acknowledge the aesthetic and beauty-related aspects of ambiguity.
However, this trend became less prominent among later rhetoricians, who
often merely repeated the ideas of their predecessors without introducing
any new perspectives. This tendency continued even into the modern era.
Despite the various theories proposed by linguists and semanticists,



contemporary rhetoric books often lack novel insights beyond those
presented by earlier scholars.

An analysis of the facets and examples of ambiguity also reveals that, in
addition to visual aspects such as metaphors, metonymy, and irony, and
linguistic aspects such as various types of ambiguity, musical elements play
a significant role in creating ambiguity and engaging the audience.
Furthermore, an examination of the various examples of ambiguity in
Hafez's sonnets demonstrates that this great poet chooses ambiguity as the
primary characteristic of his poetry and employs it in its most sublime form.
Thus, he not only delays the understanding of his verses but also invites the
reader to explore the unknown and multidimensional world of his mind by
concealing secondary themes within his poetry. This encourages the reader
to actively engage their intellect in searching for hidden meanings and
connotations, thereby deriving aesthetic pleasure from the diverse
meanings and beautiful aspects of the language.
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