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Abstract

In his works and poems, Jalaluddin Mohammad Molavi, a mystic poet and
scholar of the 7th century (AH), has presented comprehensive theoretical
and epistemological topics about science, wisdom and knowledge. From
the methodological point of view, his arguments are a subcategory of logic.
In the present research, a collection of Molavi's poems and thoughts about
knowledge has been extracted by a documentary method and categorized
with different logical patterns. His approaches of gaining knowledge are
also introduced. Based on the result of this research, in most cases Molavi
uses logical (scientific) and literary approaches to introduce knowledge. In
this research, only his logical method is introduced and analyzed briefly.
Division and classification, matching and comparison, analysis and
pathology, and description and semiotics are the major methods used by
Molavi to introduce knowledge, instill it, and persuade the audience.

Keywords: Molavi, Knowledge, Epistemological methodology, Logical
approaches, Masnavi-e Molavi.

1. Introduction

The subject of knowledge and epistemology was one of Rumi's main
intellectual concerns, which can be examined from at least three
viewpoints. First, the Masnavi plays educational and epistemological roles.
Second, Rumi, as a renowned mystic and sage, was a scholar and
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epistemologist. In cases where he deemed it necessary, he undertook
interpretation or analysis and engaged in partial or general criticism with
different methods and approaches. Third, since Rumi was a teaching at the
request of the main audience of the Masnavi, namely Hesam al-Din
Chalapi, he applied his empirical knowledge in his discussions and did
explanation, interpretation or analysis and criticism as needed. Therefore,
Rumi's epidemiological views can be critically analyzed.

2. Methodology

In the present study, the author has evaluated Rumi's collection of verses
and thoughts about knowledge in a scientific and logical manner. The
discussions of epistemology are run through introduction and classification
of Rumi’s approaches on the subject. The research is mainly based on the
text-oriented and author-oriented methods. The study seeks to briefly
answer the following questions:

What scientific or logical methods did Rumi use in his works on
knowledge?

What are the characteristics and functions of those methods, and how
important are they?

Examining Rumi's various approaches to the subject of knowledge and
scholars, which is often done with a logical and descriptive method, can
help to correctly and methodically understand his views, making it easier
for new audience to use his thoughts and opinions.

3. Results and discussion

In this study, the author has methodically summarized and discussed
Rumi's views, thoughts, and approaches to the subject of knowledge. To
this end, Rumi's educational goals are identified, and some of his main
epistemological methods regarding knowledge, scholars and their types are
introduced. In general, Rumi's approaches can be examined from different
perspectives, the most important of which are scientific and logical
approaches and rhetorical and literary approaches. Due to the importance
of the first category of approaches and the uniformity of the topics, defining
and evaluating his views on knowledge and scholars are addressed under
four headings including a) classification of knowledge, b) comparison of



types of knowledge, c) Interpretation, analysis and criticism of
epidemiological views, and d) description and semiotics of knowledge.

In his various works, Rumi has generally classified knowledge into
natural sciences and real sciences. He uses different, sometimes new and
innovative, definitions for the natural and material knowledge and tries to
clarify his intention of this general classification by giving the types of
knowledge appropriate titles. There are comparisons of sciences and those
who practice them frequently seen in various positions of the Masnavi and
other works of Rumi. In this method, the apparent and esoteric sciences are
compared and compared with each other.

The dichotomies imitative and research-based knowledge, ijtihadist and
visual knowledge, or acquired and granted knowledge can be observed
under the topic of ‘the eight principles’ in the part of the book where he
speaks about the methods of teaching a science. For example, the method
of teaching and learning a science may be through acquisition, effort and
ijtihad, narration, imitation, repetition, nature, habit, borrowing, learning
from the past, or discipleship. Finally, it may be through the heart and soul
as well. In the case of prophets, the Most Gracious directly or indirectly
sent knowledge to prophets through revelation, as recorded in scriptures.
This is a type of meditative teaching and learning of knowledge.

External and internal interpretations of knowledge and analysis of its
contents is another method used by Rumi in this regard. He introduces the
useful and useless sciences of his time to his audience. Rumi's interpretation
and analysis of various sciences and their scholars is carried out with
multiple approaches, which can be examined in terms of method and style.
Another common and frequent method in Rumi’s works is the
interpretation or description of the nature of knowledge as a phenomenon.
For this purpose, he also uses semiotics, or the examination of the concepts
symbolized, in his report on knowledge and scholars.

4. Conclusion

With regard to the points discussed in this research, one of Rumi’s cognitive
and mystical concerns is to recognize, introduce, and differentiate true
knowledge from false knowledge. In this regard, he uses a combination of
logical, scientific, rhetorical, and literary methods. While introducing



Journal of Kavoshnameh in Persian Language and Literature Vol 25, No 60, Spring 2024

knowledge and scholars, he sometimes implicitly and indirectly and
sometimes explicitly and directly asks the audience to seek non-acquired,
worldly, and divine knowledge instead of devoting too much time to
aimlessly acquire knowledge. He also advises learning and the pursuit and
teaching of knowledge in order to reach truth and not to forget the sublime
goals of acquiring and teaching knowledge.
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