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Abstract

Due to its inherent repeatability and transcendent nature, the myth, as a
metaphorical construct, has always been reproduced in literary works, and
poets have utilized this device to enhance the semantic and aesthetic
development of their works. Many characters and narratives of the past
epics have their roots in myths; they have been transformed into epics in
the past ages and have undergone changes. Since the reproduction of
mythological-epic symbols in the poetry of Afghan women is worth
studying, this article attempts to examine the reflection of mythological-
epic elements in the poetry of Afghan women using a descriptive-analytical
method based on the intertextuality of Gérard Genette. The findings of this
research indicate that contemporary Afghan poetesses have recreated
mythological-epic elements through implicit, metaphorical, and referential
intertextuality, employing functions such as making patterns, bolstering
war-like spirits, expressing grandeur, description and spatialization,
admonition and reprimand, ideological expression, expression of
significance, imagery, and thematic creation. These poets have reflected
social, ideological, and romantic concepts with the aid of mythological-epic
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elements, depicting political tyranny, and describing the social conditions
during periods of civil war.

Keywords: Myth, Afghan women's poetry, Intertextuality, Gérard
Genette.

1. Introduction

Since the formation of contemporary Afghan poetry, due to the unstable
socio-political conditions, little attention has been paid to Afghan women's
poetry, and Afghan poetesses have remained relatively unknown. However,
they have played a distinguished role in the growth of the contemporary
Persian poetry, creating profound and valuable poems with diverse themes
and contents. Khalida Forough, Layla Sarahat Rushani, and Layla Kavyan
are among the pioneers of today's Afghan poetry, who, through ancient
graceful forms, have expressed deep thoughts in simple and intimate
language, employed fresh and stirring interpretations, and reflected the
political and social situation of Afghanistan with commitment and
dedication. These poets, with their active and vibrant presence, have not
only contributed to the elevation of contemporary poetry in this country but
have also reflected their influential capacity of versified discourse,
portraying their human emotions and representing some of the challenging
conditions and living spaces of Afghan women. They have benefited from
various imagery elements, including mythology, to express different
concepts and depict the social situation of their people and homeland. By
using these elements, they have expressed their emotions in connection
with the issues prevailing in the society and the lives of Afghan women.
Therefore, the present research tries to analyze the role of mythological-
epic elements in the semantic development and imagery of Afghan
women's poetry, with a focus on the poems of Khalida Furugh, Layla
Sarahat Rushani, and Layla Kavyan.

2. Methodology
This research is based on library sources to examine the reflection of
mythological-epic characters and narratives in Afghan women's poetry.



Accordingly, the study is fundamentally exploratory and qualitative in
terms of the nature of the data. It employs a descriptive-analytical method
and addresses the theory of intertextuality proposed by Gérard Genette. The
research investigates the reflection of mythological-epic characters and
narratives in the poetry of Afghan women, specifically focusing on the
poems of Khalida Furugh, Layla Sarahat Rushani, and Layla Kavyan.

3. Results and discussion

Intertextuality is one of the significant achievements of the twentieth
century in the field of humanities studies, focusing on the interaction of
texts and presenting a novel approach to the elements of texts. This new
approach was invented by Julia Kristeva, drawing on the intellectual and
cultural space of Western Europe influenced by the theory of dialogism
introduced by Bakhtin. Roland Barthes expanded it from a simple personal
scheme to a remarkable theory, and with the opinions of Laurent Jenny and
Michel Riffaterre, it turned into an analytical and practical method of study,
extending from purely theoretical discussions to applied and critical
domains. Through expansion and development, Gerard Genette categorized
this approach anew. He did it regarding any explicit or implicit relationship
between one text and other texts, and he called this relationship
Intertextuality.

In Gérard Genette's approach to intertextuality, the relationships among
literary texts are studied. Therefore, the reproduction of narratives and
mythological-epic characters is among the topics that can be investigated
in this field. The findings of this research indicate that the studied three
poetesses have paid attention to mythological elements such as "Rostam,
Siavash, Tahmineh, Simurgh, Haft Khan, Zal, Kaveh, Zahhak, Farangis,
dragon, and Derafsh-e Kaviani" as well as the ancient pattern of contrast
with different perspectives.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this research demonstrate that Afghan poetesses have
focused on the re-creation of mythological and heroic elements with
romantic, social-revolutionary, and socialist approaches. These poets have
employed elements such as Rostam, Zal, Siavash, Kaveh, Zahhak, the



Journal of Kavoshnameh in Persian Language and Literature Vol 24, No 59, Winter 2024

dragon, Simurgh, Haft Khan, Soroush, Tahmineh, Farangis, Prometheus,
Ahriman, demons, and the forbidden fruit with functions of pattern-making,
strengthening the national spirits, expressing grandeur, description,
spatialization, criticism, admonition, imagery, thematic creation,
expression of importance, and ideological expression in metaphorical and
referential intertextuality, both explicit and implicit. These poets have also
paid attention to the ancient patterns of the savior and dual conflict and have
utilized the potential of mythical narration to describe various concepts.

In this regard, Khalida Furugh has paid more attention to myth and
ancient mythological-epic patterns than others, benefiting more from the
potential of myths to expand meanings and focus on aesthetic issues.
Characters such as Rostam, Zal, Siavash, Kaveh, Zahhak, the dragon, Haft
Khan, Simurgh, Soroush, Tahmineh, Farangis, and the ancient savior
archetype have been recreated in Khalida Furugh's poetry with a romantic,
social and loving approach. Using myths, she depicts the birth of heroines
from warrior women, role models, beauties of femininity, obstacles faced
in their love, and the social situation of the country. On the other hand,
Layla Sarahat Rushani has paid less attention to mythological-epic
elements than Khalida Forough. She has not extensively utilized the
potential of mythological symbols. Prometheus and Ahriman are
mythological elements in Layla Sarahat's poetry. The poetess has used
those elements with a romantic, social revolutionary approach to depict the
absence of conscious and thoughtful leaders for saving Afghanistan from
crisis and misery as well as to criticize war and warmongers. She
reproduces myths with social, critical, admonitory, and imagistic functions
in implicit and referential intertextuality to structure her symbolism and
allusion with profound significance.

Layla Kavyan adopts a socialist and "proletarian” ideology to recreate
the stories of "Kaveh and Zahhak", "the demon", and "the forbidden fruit"
in the myth of creation symbolically and allegorically. She portrays Kaveh
as a model for workers and the downtrodden class, while Zahhak is depicted
as a manifestation of the monarchical system and the ruling class of the
Afghan society. With mythological-epic elements, Layla Kavyan describes
the struggles of Afghan women workers and their brave children against
the monarchical system. She also portrays the royal regime as despotic and
self-destructive, similar to Zahhak. Additionally, the poetess glorifies the



socialist regime by depicting the demon as a symbol of pre-coup regimes
and praising the value and social-political importance of the socialist
regime.
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