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Abstract

It is often assumed that the discourses of jurisprudence (figh) and mysticism (irfan), and
by extension, jurists (fugaha) and mystics (sufis), hold an antagonistic or contradictory
relationship, as though figh and Sufism are inherently irreconcilable. Both discourses are
also perceived as monolithic and impermeable, rigorously avoiding any form of interaction
with one another. However, throughout history, numerous figures have emerged who,
while attaining high positions in jurisprudence, also exhibited profound mystical
inclinations, to the extent that they could be described as mystic-jurists (arif-faqih). Similar
perceptions exist regarding the relationship between the discourses of Sufism and politics.
Yet, in reality, the three discourses of politics, jurisprudence, and Sufism have historically
shared numerous dependencies, connections, and convergences. On the other hand, when
we examine the discursive elements of politics, jurisprudence, and Sufism, we find
instances where they appear irreconcilable. This study seeks to explore how seemingly
incompatible discourses were integrated in the life and persona of Rumi (Mawlana). Our
approach involves textual analysis and the application of discourse analysis theory. In the
end, we demonstrate that the political, jurisprudential, economic, and mystical discourses
were interwoven throughout all periods of Rumi’s life. The notion that Rumi’s life can be
divided into two entirely separate and opposing phases is, therefore, incorrect.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In this article, we demonstrate that, contrary to the prevailing assumption, the
discourses of politics, jurisprudence (figh), and mysticism (tasawwuf) are
interwoven in the life and personality of Rumi (Mawlana). Rumi’s transformation
was not from a jurist or religious scholar to a mystic, but rather from a "jurist-mystic"
to a "mystic-jurist". Furthermore, the connection between the mystical discourse and
the institution of the court was consistently present, both in general and in Rumi’s
life. Rumi’s life represents a synthesis of jurisprudential, mystical, and political
discourses. Historical evidence indicates that in 7th-century Konya, followers of
various religions and adherents of different historical sects coexisted peacefully. The
rulers of the city also adopted a convergent approach in their interactions with
followers of the Hanafi and Shafi’i schools of thought. Mystics like Rumi frequently
visited the schools in Konya where jurisprudence was taught. The rulers and
officials, seeking to benefit from the spiritual power of religious discourse,
established religious schools and allocated endowments (waqgf) for them.

2. Method

Our research method is library-based. First, we identified primary historical and
mystical sources from the 7th century (A.H.) that pertained to Konya and Rumi. We
then extracted relevant materials related to the topic of this article. Subsequently, we
categorized the materials thematically and wrote analyses based on them. To
elucidate the issue and analyze the subject, we also drew upon Rumi’s own prose
works. Additionally, we reviewed recent research that was relevant to the article’s
topic. The final stage of the work involved organizing the diverse materials and
conducting a comprehensive analysis.

3. Results

The political power structure, the market institution, the mosque and school
institutions, and the Sufi institution were the four main institutions that shaped the
discursive order governing 7th-century (A.H.) Konya. These institutions played a
fundamental role in the formation, evolution, and direction of the collective mindset
of the people. Within this discursive order, each institution sought to legitimize and
gain acceptance through multifaceted interactions and diverse exchanges. For
instance, merchants established scientific schools, mosques, and Sufi lodges
(khangahs), often naming them after trade guilds (e.g., the Cotton Sellers' School),
which reflects their efforts to gain legitimacy and acceptance. Similarly, courtiers
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and officials frequently visited Sufi lodges, mosques, and schools, and kings often
requested to be buried in the courtyards of mosques and religious schools. Graduates
of these schools became judges and preachers who played significant roles in city
governance. Both the court and the market institutions sought to maintain their
positions within the discursive order by participating in endowments (wagf) and
allocating fixed incomes for mosques, schools, and Sufi lodges.

In Konya during this period, there were extensive connections between the
jurisprudential (figh) and Sufi discourses. Rumi taught religious sciences in four
religious schools in Konya. Many mystics emerged from the heart of Sufi lodges and
hospices (ribats). At times, the principles of Sufism were taught in mosques. The
jurisprudential and mystical discourses mutually enriched each other. In Rumi’s
works, including his letters and sermons (Majalis), there are frequent references to
the interconnectedness of jurisprudential, Sufi, political, and economic discourses.
Rumi emerged from this discursive order. He completed his studies in jurisprudential
sciences and, in the latter part of his life, maintained continuous contact with jurists,
occasionally issuing jurisprudential rulings (fatwas). Jurists, in turn, regularly
participated in his sermons, dances (sama), and spiritual gatherings. Contrary to the
belief of many later biographers, Rumi’s relationship with jurisprudence and jurists
never turned hostile. Even after his encounter with Shams, the mystical Rumi did not
entirely reject jurisprudence, schools, or scholarly debates. Instead, he sought to
reconcile the two discourses, viewing them as complementary. In fact, a part of the
jurist Rumi remained present in the mystic Rumi. Reducing the multidimensional
personality of Rumi to a single dimension—whether mystical or jurisprudential—is
not a rational approach.

4. Conclusion

The notion of a dual-period life for Rumi and many other classical figures has
constructed a dichotomy that splits their lives and, ultimately, their personalities into
two parts. It is as if they lived two distinct periods, with their personalities being
entirely contradictory in each. Based on this, the intellectual, cultural, and
ideological discourses of classical societies are categorized into stereotypical,
isolated frameworks, and we understand our history, culture, and personalities
through incompatible dualities. However, even conflicting and antagonistic
discourses overlap with one another, and there is no pure discourse that does not
draw from neighboring discourses. In certain historical periods, the overlap between
incompatible discourses has been so significant that the ideal of synthesis has
emerged. There have also been discourse-shaping figures in whom the ideal of
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synthesis has been realized. Such personalities are epoch-making and can open new
paths for their audiences. In this study, we attempted to demonstrate the formation
of the ideal of synthesis both in 7th-century (A.H.) Konya and in Rumi himself.
Thus, Rumi cannot be labeled solely as a jurist in the first period of his life and a
mystic in the second. In the first period, he was a jurist-mystic, and in the second, a
mystic-jurist. Rumi’s encounter with Shams brought the mystical discourse from the
periphery of his personality to its center, while shifting the jurisprudential discourse
from the center to the periphery..
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