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Purpose: Houshang Golshiri, as one of the pioneers of modernist fiction in Iran, has
played a significant role in the evolution of contemporary storytelling. The use of
modernist techniques in Golshiri's stories goes beyond formal functions, and forms a
deep connection with the intellectual foundations present in his narratives. This issue
highlights the necessity of conducting an independent study on the nature and function
of modernist techniques in Golshiri's stories.

Method: In this article, by focusing on the most important modernist elements in
Golshiri's works—such as multiple subjectivities, modernist characterization, doubt
and uncertainty, fragmented form, and the multiplicity of realities—the modernist
approaches in Golshiri's storytelling are examined and analyzed.

Findings and Conclusions: The results of the article indicate that the abundance of
modernist techniques in Golshiri's stories challenges the importance of ‘language' as
the sole means of perception and understanding. Alongside language, it also introduces
a system of narrative and storytelling 'techniques' as a set of tools and processes with
the function of ‘representation’ and 'perception’ in the narrative. Conceptually, their
primary function is to represent the existential anxiety and alienation of the modern
human, while also depicting the complexities of human experience.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

In contemporary Iranian literature, the emergence of the modern storytelling movement,
following the decline of realism, ushered a new chapter in fiction writing. This movement
reached its zenith with the modernist techniques and themes employed by Houshang Golshiri.
Golshiri's creativity and artistic temperament, his sensitivity to societal developments, and his
awareness of new achievements in global storytelling are three key factors that influenced the
construction and creation of his stories.

2. Methodology

This article, aiming to review and analyze the nature and function of modernist techniques in
Golshiri's storytelling, seeks to demonstrate how Golshiri employed these techniques to
achieve a modernist approach to subjects and to shape the form of his stories. By analyzing
various examples of his works, the study explores how the relationship between technique
and theme is established in his stories and examines how these representations relate to the
requirements of the modern human experience and identity.

3. Discussion

Technique and the degree of attention given to it are closely tied to the fluctuations in
Golshiri's storytelling. Golshiri's repertoire of narrative strategies and techniques can be
categorized into several key components, including subjectivity, modernist characterization,
fragmented form, ambiguity and uncertainty, and multifaceted reality.

The set of technigues based on subjectivity includes methods such as free association, non-
linear narratives, and stream of consciousness, which directly reflect the cognitive processes
of the mind while also showcasing the complexity of human perception and awareness. The
fluidity of language significantly aids in representing these mental processes. Here, linguistic
signs symbolically act as a boundary between external reality and subjective perception. The
subjectivity in Golshiri's narratives and the representation of multiple perspectives are not
characterized by polyphony or a multiplicity of ideas. Instead, there exists a fluid (yet
intangible) unity within the intellectual framework of his stories. While dialogues and
occasional disagreements among characters are present, Golshiri does not aim to create an
ideal polyphony in his narratives. Rather, he seeks to represent a singular, overarching spirit
or essence, shaped by the modernist epistemology that underpins his storytelling.

In terms of characterization, his characterization is rooted in the representation of the
individuality of characters and the depiction of their internal conflicts. This modernist
approach, influenced by Freud's psychoanalytic focus on the unconscious, emphasizes the
portrayal of individual identity based on inner thoughts and conflicting emotions, while
diminishing—and at times erasing—the role of traditional institutions such as society,
tradition, family, and others in defining and representing identity. This type of character



Modernist Techniques and the Representation of the Modern ...| Hosseinpanahi 61

development reflects the disillusionment of modernism with previous social norms and ideals,
where the protagonist is extracted from their classical and social identity. Golshiri, in crafting
the main characters of his stories, emphasizes their intellectual deadlocks and internal
conflicts, which he sees as stemming from the profound crises of the active and influential
social classes—from his perspective. These characters also reveal traces of perpetual doubt
and uncertainty in their outlooks and perspectives.

The seemingly fragmented and disjointed form is another modernist technique employed
by Golshiri. This technique, used as a means to represent the inner conflicts and struggles of
characters, disrupts the linear progression of the narrative at the surface level. However, it
does not result in narrative disarray or disunity. Instead, a shared semantic fabric connects all
elements, such that each character, event, time, and place contributes to understanding another
character, event, time, or place. One outcome of this approach is the reinforcement and
prominence of the character's position in the story, counterbalanced by the diminishing
dominance of the omniscient narrator. This is because the fragmentation in form also
fragments the flow of consciousness within the story, dispersing it across multiple characters
(and focal points) rather than consolidating it in a singular focalizer.

Doubt and conflict, as other modernist elements in Golshiri’s stories, reflect the erosion of
traditional certainties and the increasing inability of modern humans to comprehend the world
and its meaning. This incapacity leads to the disintegration of characters—a process
observable in some of Golshiri’s narratives.

Reality and its multiplicity constitute another dominant element in Golshiri's storytelling.
The concept of "reality” in his works is not a "fixed and absolute™ entity. Instead, every
interpretation or narrative of a reality represents a specific structure or framework of that
reality. This is because reality is inherently a phenomenon with multiple interpretations and
perceptions, stemming from the diversity of discourses and ideologies. As a result, greater
emphasis is placed on the subjective, psychological, and internal aspects of reality. Golshiri’s
stories, moving away from linear and detail-oriented realist realism, adopt non-linear, relative,
and indeterminate narratives of reality. Furthermore, reality in his stories is portrayed based
on the individuality and diverse subjectivities of the characters. By creating various
perceptions and interpretations of a single reality in the minds of one or more characters,
Golshiri consistently introduces a distance between the characters and the presumed absolute
reality and This absolute reality is perpetually suspended.

4. Conclusion

The modernist techniques in Golshiri's stories are deeply intertwined with the epistemological
foundations of his works. These techniques transcend mere formal functions and are
connected to the underlying intellectual structures within his narratives. The extensive role
and influence of technique in Golshiri's works challenge the primacy of “language” as the sole
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means of perception and understanding. Alongside language, “technique” presents other tools
and processes that, with relative independence, can significantly impact the representation and
comprehension within the narrative framework.

In his characterizations, Golshiri emphasizes the reflection of individuality based on diverse
and conflicting subjectivities. In this approach, the influence of traditional social institutions
(such as family) in the formation of individual identity becomes faint and sometimes
disappears, with the internal contradictions and fragmented thoughts of the individual
becoming the basis for defining their identity.

The erosion of the concept of the human being as a unified "self,” the emphasis on the
ineffectiveness of human reason and planning in finding a true path for life, the depiction of
intellectual deadlocks and internal conflicts of characters, the prevalence of doubt, fragmented
and decaying relationships, repetition and monotony, and the ambiguous fate of certain
characters are notable characteristics in Golshiri's processing of subjects in his stories.

On the other hand, the fragmented and disjointed narrative form, the multiplicity of narrative
layers, the overlap and conflict of times, places, and the objective and subjective aspects of
characters (through multiple and condensed associations), as well as the uncertainty and
multiplicity of realities in Golshiri's stories, play a crucial role in intensifying the internal
conflicts of characters. The result of these techniques is the representation of the isolation and
alienation of modern individuals, while also portraying the complexities of human experience.
Through these elements, Golshiri implicitly critiques contemporary society and portrays its
cultural decay.
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