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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The so-called Theology of Aristotle, or Theologia in the Islamic world,

has had a tumultuous history. Two versions of this treatise exist: the

shorter, more well-known version, and the longer, less famous version.

While considerable research has been conducted on the well-known

version and its fate in the Islamic world, less attention has been given to

the less well-known version. The well-known version of the Theologia is
essentially an Arabic translation of a text from the 3rd century AH (9th
century CE) by Abd al-Masih ibn Naimah al-Himsi. This text was
mistakenly attributed to Aristotle, and its teachings were considered

Avristotelian by philosophers of the Islamic period.

The text was first published in the East in 1296 AH without reference
to the location of publication. The German scholar Friedrich Heinrich
Dieterici first edited the book based on three manuscripts in 1882 and
translated it into German in 1883. Later, Dr. Abd al-Rahman Badawi,
using nine surviving manuscripts, re-edited the text and published it in his
work Plotinus among the Arabs in 1955.

The Arabic translation of this book was accompanied by the editing of
Abu Yaqub Ishaq al-Kindi (d. 256 AH).

Given the above, the main issue of this article is to introduce the less
famous version of the Theologia in light of some studies that have been
conducted on this version. Due to the lack of a critical edition of the less
well-known version, this article will reference some of the research done
on it and emphasize that traces of this lesser-known version can be found
in the texts of some philosophers in the eastern Islamic world (in this
article, only Suhrawardi has been studied). It is important to note that the
studies mentioned are not exhaustive of all the research done on this
version. The works of Stern, Fenton, and Zimmerman are among the most
important studies on the longer version of the Theologia, but their
introduction will have to be left for another occasion as they are not
directly relevant to the subject of this article.

The studies discussed in this article are as follows:

1. Borisov’s study: This research marks a serious starting point for
studying the lesser-known version of the Theologia.

2. The first study by Alexander Treiger: In this research, Treiger,
following Paul Walker, investigates the relationship between Sijistani
and his book Al-Magalid with the longer version of the Theologia.

3. The second study by Alexander Treiger: In his second study, Treiger
edits and translates chapters 10, paragraphs 14 to 17, of the longer
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version of the Theologia.

4. The third study by Alexander Treiger: In this study, Treiger refers to
passages from the longer version of the Theologia that are found in
Rawdat al-Ta'rif by Lisan al-Din ibn al-Khatib.

However, these are not the only studies on this version. The works of
Stern, Fenton, and Zimmerman are among the significant research on the
longer version of the Theologia, but their introduction must be postponed
to another occasion, as their content does not align closely with the
subject of this article.

Research Methodology
The data collection method is library-based, and the data analysis method
IS descriptive-analytical.

Findings

The longer version of the Theologia can also be examined in the Eastern
Islamic world. One example is a passage found in Suhrawardi's book Al-
Talwihat al-Lawhiyya wa al-‘Arshiyya. This passage closely aligns with a
section in Rawdat al-Ta'rif by Lisan al-Din ibn al-Khatib, which Treiger
believes is part of the longer version of the Theologia.

Conclusion

a) Little research has been conducted on the lesser-known version of the
Theologia, and no critical edition of this version has been produced. As a
result, we only have reports related to this text, which fall into two
categories: either they introduce the version of the text or they focus on
the content derived from it. b) Alexander Treiger is one of the scholars
who has conducted three studies on the longer version of the Theologia.
His research, titled "The Longer Version of the Theology of Aristotle in
al-Andalus,” led to the discovery of a passage from this longer version in
Rawdat al-Ta‘rif bil-Hubb al-Sharif by Lisan al-Din ibn al-Khatib. c)
Shaykh Shihab al-Din Suhrawardi, in his book Al-Talwihat al-Lawhiyya
wa al-"Arshiyya, quotes a passage attributed to Plato that bears a strong
resemblance to the passage found in Rawdat al-Ta‘rif bil-Hubb al-Sharif
by Lisan al-Din ibn al-Khatib. This suggests that Suhrawardi may have
included part of the lesser-known version of the Theologia in his work.
Furthermore, this challenges the common belief that the lesser-known
version was primarily circulated in the intellectual sphere of al-Andalus
(the Western Islamic world), as this example provides a counterpoint. d)
Suhrawardi attributes the passage he quotes to Plato, while other sources
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attribute the same passage to Aristotle and his book, the Theologia. This
indicates that Suhrawardi was aware that the passage is more in line with
Platonic and Neoplatonic teachings than with Aristotelian thought.
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Despite this, however, the Logos is not actually something that “is.” “To be” means to be part of

the created reality, which the Logos, obviously, is not. This is why the Logos is better
characterized as “the non-being” (al-lays) p 9.
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