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Mulla Sadra proposed the motion in the substance category by
proposing the theory of substantial motion (haraka jawhariyya). But he,
like other philosophers, did not accept the motion in different
categories, especially in the categories whose individuals are gradually
acquired. Because motion in them causes the phenomenon of “motion in
motion” which is impossible from the point of view of all philosophers.
But, in Allama Tabatabai’s view, the acceptance of substantial motion
requires the approval of the occurrence of some kind of secondary
motion but real movement in all categories of the nine accidental
categories. Therefore, in Allama Tabatabat’s view, motion in movement
is not only impossible, but it is possible to explain the speed and
slowness of motion in the light of acceptance of motion in motion. In
this essay, in addition to examining the foundations of Allama Tabatabat
in explaining the discussion of motion in motion, the views of his
students are also examined regarding this issue. We will see that his
students have no fundamental differences with Allama Tabatabai
regarding this theory.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Mulla Sadra created a huge change in philosophical foundations through
the theory of substantial motion. He considered the principle of the
existence of accidents (arad) and the occurrence of any motion in them to
be subordinate to the existence of the substance and its internal motion.
According to his idea, the accidents are ranks of the substance and for
other existence are considered, and the for other existence is just as the
principle of its existence is subject to the other and for it, its motion is
also subject to the other and the effect to it. Therefore, although the
substance does not need the subject in its motion, contrary to the
accidents, just as a substance does not need a subject in its existence.
Mulla Sadra says that since there must be a constant element in every
motion so that the motion is superimposed on it, he considers this
constant element as the personal unit substance with a form, whose unity
is in different forms and in the light of the unity of separated intellect
which is its subject, is preserved. Mulla Sadra considers that the
substantial motion of matter moves in form, in such a way that different
forms are always dissolved in it, and the substantial motion is the motion
of substance in substance.

Methods
This article examines the issue with a historical study along with an
analytical approach.

Findings

Among Allama Tabatabai’s innovations in substantial motion, motion
within motion, and having the end of substantial motion, which are
necessary for the essence and identity of the substance (jawhar), are not
necessary for accidental motions, although the ultimate end of substantial
motion and, as a result, the end of all material things, is complete
immateriality.

To better explain the meaning of graduation in Allama Tabatabai’s
view, the question is raised whether in the discussion of motion from
potential (quwwa) to action (fi‘l), in other words, is there always
intensity? Ostad Motahari, in his criticism of Allama Tabatabai, says that
in motion, which means leaving the potential to act, it is true that
actualities are placed one after the other, but the next actuality is not
necessarily the intensity of the previous actuality. The necessity of some
motion, for example, motion in location is that when the object moves
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from one location to another, it has to leave the previous activity. That is,
in the category of location, the next stage of actuality is the previous
stage, but in terms of comparing the current actuality with the previous
actuality, it is not the intensity. But in the motion of the category of
quality, when the temperature of the object increases, the previous stages
of the actual motion are available. Therefore, the current stage of motion
is an increase of the previous stage of motion. In other words, in Ostad
Motahari’s view, the motion in the two categories location and situation is
such that the object cannot become more intense and complete in the next
stage. Therefore, the motion in these two categories is an increase along
with a decrease.

Some Sadraei commentators, including Allama Tabatabai, believe that
motion is equal to intensity, and non-intensity motion has no meaning.
Because the motion means going out from potentiality to action, and the
relation between potentiality and action is the relation between
imperfection and perfection. Therefore, every motion is an intensity, and
if in some cases there is an imperfection instead of an intensity, the
accident will be changed to another accident or the form will be changed
to another form.

Allama Tabatabai, after rejecting the objections expressed by Mulla
Sadra about the transformation of motion in the category of active and
passive, establishes his independent argument on the possibility, but
rather the occurrence of motion in motion. He uses substantial motion in
his argument and states that the truth is that movement in the category of
substance has many effects, and one of its branches is the occurrence of
motion in all categories. Although Mulla Sadra condemned the
occurrence of motion in the substance and has put a lot of effort into his
books to express the motion of the substance and establish an argument
for it, its branches did not satisfy this important issue. These branches,
with the evolution of the divine philosophy, bring it to a new valuable
position, and those who came after him are his hostages for this reason.

Ostad Javadi Amoli believes that Allama Tabatabai’s argument is
organized based on the following introductions: First, substantial motion
means motion in the existence of substance; That is, the existence of
substance is fluid; Second, the accidents are from the weak levels of the
substance and their relationship with the substance; It is not the same as
the ratio of the sitting of the ship to the ship so that the motion of the
sitting of the ship is horizontal and permissible; Third, that is motion in
some accidents, as like quality, quantity, relation.
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Conclusion

The issue of motion in motion is one of the disputed topics between
Allama Tabatabai and Mulla Sadra. Allama Tabatabai’s point of view
regarding motion in motion is a novel theory that can be explained by
Allama Tabatabai’s philosophical foundations, including the ontological
primacy of existence (asalat al-wujud) and substantial motion and the fact
that accident is for other of substance and its rank. By examining the
ideas of Allama Tabatabat’s students, Javadi Amoli, Misbah Yazdi, and
Fayyazi, it seems that there is no fundamental difference between Allama
Tabatabai and his students. While accepting this theory, Allama
Tabatabai’s students have tried to respond to the problems of the theory
of movement, and in various works, including the comment on Nahayeh
al-Hakema, they have clearly expressed their agreement with the original
theory of Allama Tabatabai.

The ancients considered motion permissible only in four categories.
They denied the motion in substance because they believed that with the
motion of substance, the moving essence would change. They considered
relation and habitus non-movable for the reason that they considered them
subordinate to their subject and did not give them an independent ruling;
the three categories of active, passive, and time are also not considered to
be subject to motion for the reason that motion and motion are taken
within them and motion is not movable. In this way, only four categories
of quality, quantity, location, and relation were considered movable.
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