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In the philosophy of illumination, self-awareness is proposed as the
beginning of knowing oneself as light and moving from it to know
other lights. Suhravardi considers human self-perception to be a
presence perception and considers the self to be its own evidence,
which does not need any form for this self-perception; Because
whatever form of this ego is in the mind, it is still not the ego and is
something other than the ego. Therefore, it can be concluded that in
Suhravardi's view, self-perception precedes any other perception.
This discussion in Kant's philosophy also forms a part of his
discussions. By dividing the self into the empirical self and the
transcendental self, Kant makes a difference between the perception
of these two things in humans. According to Kant, what man
remembers and knows every day with the concept of self is the
empirical self, which is obtained later from the empirical perception
for the mind, but the transcendental self, which is beyond experience,
is theoretically unknowable, and therefore Kant defines self-
awareness as perception. Post-empirical and late knows about it .In
this research, an attempt has been made to make a comparative
comparison between Sohrvardi's and Kant's views on the issue of
self-awareness.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The discussion of self-awareness and cognition that is formed in relation
to the concept of me and myself was raised in the thought of Muslim
philosophers by Ibn Sina and in the third mode of the book of Hints and
Warnings under the title of Man Suspended in the Air of Separation, that
this man, while having no empirical perception of anything, even his own
body, nevertheless understands his essence and finds himself, and thus
self-awareness in this scientific space is present and immediate.

In Western philosophy and after the Renaissance, with self-awareness
in Descartes' philosophy and his famous sentence, which is "I think,
therefore 1 am", the cognition of me acquires a rational and pre-
experiential cognition.

On the other hand, in the tradition of philosophical empiricism, and
especially in the thought of British philosophers, this attention to the self
as an essence, as well as the obviousness of its knowledge, was gradually
questioned, to the point that Hume considers the self and its perception to
be nothing more than an illusion that is formed with the help of memory
and imagination and with regard to a series of impressions.

This study attempts to make a comparative comparison between the
views of Suhrawardi as a Muslim philosopher who is in the context of
presence-based cognition in self-consciousness and Kant as a philosopher
who is in the middle of Descartes and Hume's views on the issue of self-
consciousness, in order to examine the differences and similarities of their
views, and to form a dialogue between these two philosophers in the two
traditions of Islamic philosophy and Western philosophy, so that in light
of this, a better understanding of the issue of self-consciousness and its
relationship with the perception of the other can be found. In a general
view, it should be noted that Suhrawardi considers self-consciousness to
be prior to the perception of the other and sees the recognition of the other
in the light of self-consciousness, while Kant considers the perception of
the other to be prior to self-consciousness and sees the recognition of
oneself in the light of the perception of the other.

Methods
Description and analysis

Results
By examining these cases and comparing the views of both philosophers,

the following conclusions can be reached:
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V. Suhrawardi examines self-consciousness in the light of philosophical
psychology and, in its shadow, examines self-perception and the
recognition of my identity. Psychology that is linked to his
metaphysical foundations and the light system and its characteristics
achieve self-consciousness in the philosophy of enlightenment.

In contrast to Suhrawardi, there is Kant, whose discussions of self-
consciousness are tied to epistemology and critical philosophy and are
examined in conjunction with them. In Kant's philosophy, philosophical
psychology, along with other metaphysical topics, loses its previous
important position, and therefore Kant's self-consciousness is examined
not in the light of psychology but in conjunction with his epistemological
discussions.

Y. Suhrawardi considers self-consciousness to be a type of present
perception. In his view, self-consciousness is the presence and
immediate perception of the self that occurs without any form. Here,
the perceiver and the perceived are both one and the same and are
always present to each other.

But in Kant's philosophy, present knowledge has no place. Kant does
not accept perception that is independent of sensory experience; therefore,
not only present knowledge but also intellectual intuition and
unconditional understanding beyond experience are not considered as
knowledge in Kant's view. As stated, Kant examines the transcendental
self from a functional aspect in unifying knowledge, but he believes that
no knowledge can be obtained about it. Rather, self-consciousness and
self-knowledge are created in the midst of empirical perceptions, and
therefore, in Kant's philosophy, inner experiences are obtained only
through external experiences.

v. Suhrawardi depicts a space in self-consciousness in which one
perceives one's self, regardless of any experience or perception of
other objects.

However, in Kant's philosophy, knowledge does not occur without the
existence of its belongings and empirical phenomena; whether it is
knowledge of oneself or knowledge of others.
¢. In Suhrawardi's view, the perception of others is created in the light of

self-consciousness, and it is the "I" that, with its presence and

understanding of itself, causes the perception of others and their
appearance.

However, in Kant's view, self-consciousness is created alongside the
process of perceiving the other and the other, and in the process of
understanding empirical phenomena, the fixed identity of the self
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becomes clear to man.
o. Finally, it should be noted that in Suhrawardi's philosophy, there is a

realistic space based on a specific ontology, but in Kant's philosophy, a
special type of idealistic system called transcendental idealism prevails,
which is based on a specific epistemology.

Conclusion

Their basic difference is over the opposition and precedence and
backwardness of self and other-self. Suhrawardi considers self-
consciousness to be prior to the perception of the other, and Kant
considers the perception of the other to be prior to self-consciousness.
Despite these basic differences and similarities between the thoughts of
these two philosophers, it is not easy to judge and value this comparison
and discussion of them, because each has its own approach in this field,
considering its own intellectual space; but considering the study of these
two mutual currents on this subject, the author of this research
understands the discussion of the precedence and backwardness of self-
consciousness and perception of the other in the process of consciousness
that is formed between them. The author of this research understands the
discussion of the precedence and backwardness of self-consciousness
over perception of the other in the process of consciousness that is formed
between them. In this process, each finds meaning despite each other and
determines each other. Therefore, basically in consciousness, the self and
the other are placed side by side, and each one takes precedence and delay
in relation to itself, and without such a contrast, neither the self nor the
other has meaning; therefore, it is consciousness itself that, by placing the
two together, achieves precedence and delay in relation to them.
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