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Abstract: The present article compares the views of the main

Mu'tazilite thinkers on the relationship between religion and
morality with the more modern views of Philip Quinn, a
contemporary Christian philosopher. The necessity of this study is
due to the wide and always controversial issue of the relationship
between religious and moral rules and the relationship between
religion and ethics in the fields of ontology, epistemology, and
normative theory. In the subject under discussion, we find
Mu'tazilite views containing considerations restricted to human-
rational relations. Because of this enduring commitment to moral
fundamentalism, they have established an independent trend in the
Islamic world and the world of religious thinking. In contrast to this
approach which is based on moral independence, the quasi-poetic
view of Philip Quinn in the contemporary Christian world can be
proposed. By proposing the total dependence of morality on religion,
Quinn hypothesizes the Christian and God-centered belief as the
bedrock of the development of moral life. However, this belief is not
only practically immature, but also unacceptable in light of the
common moral and epistemological intuitions.
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into the moral account of Qadi
‘Abd al-Jabbar (359 - 415 AH),
whose works serve as an
encyclopedia of Mu'tazilite ideas.
We then delineate the common
positions of Mu'tazilite thinkers by
considering the views of two
Mu'tazilite-leaning Quranic
exegetes and hadith scholars: Jar
Allah al-Zamakhshari (467 - 538
AH) and Ibn Abi I-Hadid (586 -
656 AH).

Quinn’s view of religious goodness
and badness (which in the
Christian literature is known as the
divine command theory, with its
rival theory - that is, essential or
rational goodness and badness -
being referred to as the natural law
theory) is so significant that it
should be critically revisited. We
compare his theory with the
Mu'tazilite  theory, as the
representative of moral
rationalism in the Islamic
intellectual theory.

Methodology: Epistemologically

speaking, the question is how
religious and moral propositions
can be distinguished or be
assumed to have independent
roles. The most fundamental
question here is the ontological

I ntroduction: Religion  and

morality are often thought to be
closely intertwined across various
religions and denominations. In
fact, many Muslim theologians
have gone so far as to frame their
ethical perspectives in terms of
moral goodness and badness with
regard to religious duties and the
potential afterlife consequences of
one's actions. According to
Mu'tazilite thought, the
relationship between religion and
morality is determined while
preserving their respective rational
components. This is particularly
notable in Mu'tazilite thought that
takes into consideration not only
the religious components of
morality, particularly in terms of
the end of moral life, but also the
rational origins of morality. The
Mu'tazilite view is characterized by
the unique combination of these
two components, which will be
further elaborated in the following
discussion. To expound this claim,
an analysis of the positions of four
major Mu'tazilite scholars will be
offered. We begin with a
discussion of al-Jahiz (160 — 255
AH) as the first prominent
Mu'tazilite thinker, and then delve
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This is because if goodness and
badness are associated with the
will, then an action that is done
inadvertently will cease to count as
good or bad, since it supposedly
derives its value from the agent’s
will, but this is not the case in our
social relationships. However,
rational agents endorse the
badness of a bad action regardless
of whether it is done intentionally
or unintentionally (Hamadani al-
Mu ‘tazili 1960, 6:82).

Quinn’s ethical view is formulated
in terms of the dependence of
morality on religion. For a more
refined formulation of the
religion-morality debate, Quinn
distinguishes  between  moral
values and requirements
(Ghorbani 1391 Sh, 71-94). On
this distinction, values are more
inclusive than moral actions and
duties such that they encompass
intentions, persons, and the like.
The distinction between values
and requirements is notable
particularly when different actions
are in conflict. In these cases, it is
imperative to choose the more
important alternative or
“suppressing the worse with the

bad” (daf" al-afsad bi-1-fasid).

relation between religion and
morality:  Can  morality be
characterized as independent of
religion? Or does it depend on
divine will or command? The well-
known debate in the history of
Islamic beliefs, known as the
essential/religious goodness and
badness, goesback to thisissue. To
investigate this, we drew upon the

library and documented method.

Findings: Al-Jahiz adopts a
naturalistic view of morality,
considering the religious end of
moral life. In fact, he believes that
morality has its beginning in the
material nature of human beings
and their intellectual faculty.
However, he accounts for this
course of life enhancement and
morality in religious terms,
discussing the factors contributing
to the development of the human
soul in terms of the process of
religious training. The relationship
between actions and their results
is, in al-Jahiz’s words, as follows:
“the reward is to the extent of hard
work” (Jahiz 1411 AH, 1:295).

Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar believes that
moral goodness and badness are
essential, rejecting their
association with will and coercion.
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between religion and morality

from the perspective of
Professor Motahari.”
Philosophical Reflections
Quarterly, 4, no. 13: 93-100. [In
Persian]

Hilli, al-Hasan ibn Yusuf, al-.
1422 AH. Kashf al-murad fi
sharh tajrid al-i'tigad. Qom: Al-
Nashr al-Islami Foundation. [In
Arabic]

Zamakhshari, Jar Allah, al-.
1407 AH. Al-Kashshaf ‘an
haga’iq ghawamid al-tanzil.
Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi.
[In Arabic]

Quinn, Philip L. et al. 1393 Sh.
On religion. Translated by
Malek Hosseini and others.
Tehran: Hermes. [In Persian]
Ghorbani, Amir. 1391 Sh.
"Ethics based on religion: a
review and study of Philip
Quinn's ethical theory." Ethical
investigations, 2, no. 3: 71-94.
[In Persian]

Hamdani al-Mu'tazili, Qad1t
‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-. n.d.
Consolidation of the Evidences
of Prophethood. Edited by
Abdul Karim Othman. Beirut:
Dar al-Arabiyya. [In Arabic]
Quinn, Philip. 1393 Sh. “Divine
Command Theories of Ethics.”
In Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
edited by Donald M. Borchert,
vol. 3. New York: Macmillan

Discussion and Conclusion:

Quinn argues for a full-fledged
dependence of morality on
religion by suggesting that
moral values are dependent on
God’s good essence, and
requirements originate from the
commands issued from this
essence (Quinn 2006¢, 70-78).
In his elaboration of this
position, Quinn believes that
good is indeed a divine
attribute, which is a priori
endorsed. In fact, God’s essence
demands goodness and its
associated requirements (ibid).
According to Quinn, divine
sovereignty and dominion of the
universe is an adequate
argument in favor of divine
command theory (Quinn 200643,
68).
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