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The purpose of this article is to examine two seemingly contradictory views on the
home of partial souls from Mulla Sadra’s perspective. In the series of discussions on
philosophical psychology proposed by Mulla Sadra, the issue of the home of partial
souls in the arc of descent does not appear to have a single foundation, and two
different views can be identified in his works. According to the first approach, which
is based on substantial movement, partial souls originate from partial bodies, and
therefore, the material world is the first home of both in the arc of descent. Partial
souls have no prior realization before the material world except as a general soul in
fixed objects. However, according to the second view, which is based on a specific,
skeptical unity, Mulla Sadra holds that man is a single reality with four levels: divine
man, spiritnal man, beavenly man, and earthly man. In this view, apart from being realized
as a general soul in the world of reason (‘ag/ ot power), man also exists as pattial souls
in numerical plurality in the wotld of example (‘alan al-mithal), and partial souls never
descend into the world of matter.
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