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Abstract

The fundamental issue of this research is the exploration of the ontological foundations of
self-transcendence in the thought systems of Maslow and Mulla Sadra, with a focus on the
principles of the degrees of reality and gradational unity. The aim is to uncover the
implications that are significant for developing a transcendental philosophy and a
perfectionistic psychology. This study, drawing on epistemological criteria of coherence
and, in some cases, foundationalism, as well as employing a comparative-critical method
with the use of deductive reasoning and historical analysis, concludes that the principle of
the degrees of reality, also known as the principle of continuity in Maslow's theory, which
is derived from the metaphysics of Plotinian Bergsonism, connects with the principle of
complementarity of Bohr and the principle of uncertainty of Heisenberg, tying into
Whitehead’s metaphysical principle of discontinuity. This integration leads Maslow’s
concept of self-transcendence to encompass not only a collective and other-centered aspect
but also an individual, elitist, and self-centered dimension. However, the gradational unity
in Mulla Sadra's system, emphasizing the primacy of existence, which eradicates
multiplicities, replaces the discrete, particle-like image of existence’s elements with a
continuous, wave-like extension of the world’s components. This shifts self-transcendence
from an individual and autonomous matter to a collective, deterministic, and other-
dependent phenomenon. Although Mulla Sadra, due to his awareness of the internal
contradictions within the principle of gradational unity, turns away from traditional
causality and halts the process of ascendant movement by presenting the theory of
existential poverty and the pursuit of personal unity, he still, considering the implications
of the principle of perfection, portrays self-transcendence as inherent in both human beings
and the world. He imbues the theory of existential poverty and ascendant movement with
an epistemological dimension.
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Introduction

What impact does the principle of gradational unity in the teachings of Mulla Sadra and the
degrees of reality in the works of Abraham Maslow have on human self-transcendence?
The latter is the research question of this study. Therefore, the aim of the present research
is to clarify the foundations and uncover the implications that these two principles, in the
context of human self-transcendence, entail. Accordingly, in this research, after explaining
the nature of self-transcendence from the perspectives of Maslow and Mulla Sadra, the
principle of continuity in the two versions of gradational unity and the degrees of reality,
as a principle of connection, will be examined. Both of these principles are based on the
"principle of perfection." Finally, by critiquing these two principles, their implications for
human self-transcendence will be explained.

Research Findings

Both the principle of gradational unity in Mulla Sadra’s thought and the degrees of reality
in Maslow’s theory share a common origin in the philosophy of Plotinus and are both based
on the principle of perfection. The latter principle signifies the completeness and fullness
of the world, which necessitates the connection between physics and metaphysics, the
rejection of causal systems, the negation of ontological movement, collective and
deterministic self-transcendence, the intrinsic sanctity of humans and the world, and the
continuity of the world’s elements. The continuity of existence’s components, or the wave-
like-linear image of existence found in both Maslow’s and Mulla Sadra’s perspectives,
shifts self-transcendence from an individual matter to one that is dependent on the self-
transcendence of others.

Conclusion

The authors, by utilizing Niels Bohr's complementarity principle and the degrees of reality
of Bergson, connect Maslow's theory of needs to Whitehead’s principle of discontinuity,
which is another aspect of his thought, to resolve the inconsistencies within his theory. This
approach justifies the inherent uncertainty in his entire worldview. This means that,
although self-transcendence in Maslow’s theory is collective, it remains uncertain, and
exceptions always exist. Mulla Sadra, due to the foundational issues of gradational unity,
including the necessity of a circular argument and its opposition to the principle of
perfection, halts the ascendant, perfection-producing movement by transforming the causal
principle into an ontological order. He stops the process that assumed material existence as
weak and, through the theory of existential poverty, intensifies this weakness to prove
personal unity. However, in the realm of existential reality, relational beings, as
manifestations of the rich and perfect existence of the Divine, inherently possess perfection
and sanctity. This inconsistency can only be resolved by attributing an epistemological
dimension to the theory of existential poverty and the ascendant movement.
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21, The principle of continuity
22-The Principle of Plenitude
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