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Abstract

The distinction between existence and quiddity, as well as the link between the two, has
been a substantial issue in Islamic philosophy throughout history, having profound effects
on other issues. Muslim philosophers argue that contingent beings possess both existence
and quiddity in its narrow sense. However, many philosophers believe that Necessary
Being (Wajib al-Wujiid) is devoid of quiddity and some deny the quiddity-based reality.
Nonetheless, logical reasoning indicates that all ranks of the essence of things (including
real and constructed (i‘tibart), as well as existential and non-existential) are predicated on
quiddity. Hence, first and foremost, it is not impossible to put forward an integrated
analysis of existence and quiddity for Necessary Being, where quiddity, like existence, is
limitless. Second, the copula notions (ma‘ani rabati) are quiddity-based, even if their
quiddity, like their existence, is the quiddity for others. Third, non-existent matters are, in
fact, distinct from one another. For example, while the non-existence of a vicious circle
and a giant (ghil) is the same in that they are both non-existent, their distinction stems from
their adherence to their quiddity (the whatness of a vicious circle and a giant (ghtl). Fourth,
constructed matters (umr i°tibar?) are similarly quiddity-based, though their quiddity, like
their existence, is constructed (i‘tibarT). As a result, the property of being quiddity-based
elevates to an existent qua existent axiom, becoming a direct accident comparable to reality.

Keywords: existence, quiddity-based property, Necessary Being (Wajib al-Wujud), copula
matters (ma‘ant rabati), non-existent matters.

Introduction

Differentiating between quiddity and existence has long been ingrained in the history of
human thought. Muslim philosophers define contingent beings as those arising from
existence and quiddity in the narrow sense. Nevertheless, the most notable of these
philosophers do not consider God to have a quiddity, and some have argued that other
stages of reality do not possess quiddity either. There are three considerations to reflect on
here. First, reality, also known as general existence or the essence of things (nafs al-amr),
encompasses more than just the opposite of non-existence. According to a perspective on
the "essence of things", acknowledged by the authors, reality can be categorized into true
and constructed reality. True reality is categorized into existential and non-existential,
whereas constructed reality is subdivided into essence-of-things-based, intellectual, and
delusory. Second, quiddity in its narrow sense, refers to what distinguishes an existence
from other existences. It is erroneous to confine the concept of quiddity merely to existence
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and its manifestation or to simply conceive it as an indication of limited entities or their
limits. Third, this paper asserts that all realities are quiddity-based.

Research Findings

1- Necessary Being (Wajib al-Wujiid) is essentially quiddity-based, yet its quiddity, like its
existence, is limitless. Since understanding quiddity as the limit of existence is incorrect,
the argument that God has quiddity-based properties cannot be considered paradoxical.

2- Copulative entities, notwithstanding how we perceive them, have quiddity-based
properties in the very outer world. This assertion is readily provable: if a copulative being's
beginning and ending are realized in the outer world, their difference will not be dependent
on the copula, given that they are essentially copula. Instead, the quality of beginning and
ending will be their only difference. Thus, the copulative matters possess quiddity-based
properties, though their quiddity, like their existence, is identical to the copula.

3- Given that :A) Non-being, based on the chosen system of Nafs al-Amr, has true
existence. B) Non-beings are genuinely distinct from one another,

4- Constructed matters (umir i‘tibari) are likewise quiddity-based. The shared
characteristic of the constructed matters is that they are not proven in the real world.
However, the fact that they are not proven does not affect their quiddity-based property.
The constructed matters differ from one another in the same way that they can be distinct
as constructed existences. Consequently, they possess constructed quiddity.

Conclusion

Existence (in its general sense) and quiddity are inextricably concomitant. Pure existence -
or existence minus quiddity- is a paradoxical notion with no referent. Hence, quiddity and
existence are generally related. If an object's existence is proven, its quiddity is also proven,
and if an object's existence is constructed (i tibari), its quiddity is likewise constructed. If
the existence of an object is limitless, so is its quiddity, and if the existence of an object is
identical to the copula, then its quiddity will also be identical to the copula. Thus, all beings,
whether real or constructed, existential or non-existential, Necessary Being or contingent,
nominal or copulative, are quiddity-based. It means the premise that "every contingent
being is a compound of quiddity and existence" will be extended to conclude "every real
being is a compound of quiddity and reality". The claim made by many Muslim
philosophers that quiddity and contingency are concomitant is incorrect.
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