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Extend Abstarct

Introduction: This paper analyzes and evaluates reflective
knowledge from the perspective of Ernest Sosa. It argues that reflective
knowledge represents the pinnacle of virtue epistemology. The
argument will demonstrate why Sosa considers reflective knowledge
the optimal model of knowledge and why reflective competence serves
as a suitable replacement for justification. A key emphasis in Sosa's
view is that knowledge is not merely an output but a process that
encompasses the initial stages of receiving input data and raw materials.
This form of knowledge is second-order and conscious; that is, it does
not directly concern a specific object but rather involves meta-cognition
and self-awareness regarding first-order knowledge, how it is acquired,
the examination of necessary instruments, and the assessment of
certainty of truth. One of Sosa's significant innovations is the claim that

knowledge consists not of three elements (justified true belief) but
solely of truth. He removes justification from the definition of
knowledge, replaces it with reflective competence, and defines
knowledge as competently true belief. Reflective competence
encompasses cognitive abilities (intellectual and agential virtues) as
well as external conditions and situations that influence knowledge
acquisition. By constructing features such as adroitness, aptness,
reliability, meta-aptness, and epistemic perspective, and integrating
them into the epistemic performance, reflective knowledge is ultimately
formed. The use of resources and data drawn from the external world,
combined with the subject's cognitive abilities to construct epistemic
performance that becomes accessible as a cognitive state, demonstrates
the comprehensiveness of this approach in considering both internalist
and externalist tools. Unlike animal knowledge, agential virtues, along

with intellectual virtues, contribute to knowledge formation. Agential
virtues transform this knowledge into conscious and intentional
knowledge. The subject becomes an assessor and critic, exerting
conscious control over their own epistemic performance, thereby
transforming them from an automatic and unconscious state. Despite

Sosa's effort to provide a flawless account of reflective knowledge,
philosophers such as Greco, Goldman, Audi, and Kornblith have raised
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criticisms addressing why this form of knowledge is superior, whether a
victim of a demon could attain this kind of knowledge, its complexity
and lack of applicability in everyday life, maintaining its reliability over
time, and the extent of the role of agential virtues.

Method: This paper employs an analytical-critical methodology,
drawing upon Sosa's primary works. After elucidating the nature and
characteristics of reflective knowledge and indicating its applications,
we address some of the criticisms leveled against Sosa's view, referring

to the works of Sosa's critics for this purpose.

Findings: In this paper, we found that Sosa's work is grounded in
virtue epistemology. The traditional definition of knowledge as justified
true belief has become a source of philosophical disputes and should be
reserved only for first-order knowledge. Traditional epistemology
focuses predominantly on first-order knowledge, and when addressing
second-order (reflective) knowledge, one should not rely on traditional
epistemology, as this gives rise to philosophical disputes. Sosa aims to
move beyond traditional epistemology, especially justification, and also
to focus on the believer instead of the belief itself, in order to resolve
philosophical problems such as the Gettier problem and the deceptive
demon scenario. Reflective competence is the instrument for
constructing this knowledge and can create all of its necessary features.
Furthermore, the role of agency in this knowledge is prominent due to
the subject's self-awareness of their cognitive content. We found that
the product of reflective knowledge is reliably true belief. The
significance of reliability and the principle of falsifiability bring this
knowledge closer to the empirical sciences and their desired level of
certainty. It is only in this type of knowledge that the subject can
evaluate their cognitive skills, tools, and knowledge itself. It is
noteworthy that pragmatic motivations are absent, with truth being the
sole motivation.

Conclusion: Reflective knowledge, as the most complex and precise
level of human epistemic activity, relying on multi-layered and subtle
cognitive criteria, provides the possibility of in-depth analysis and
evaluation of cognitive objects, and in it all cognitive capacities are
employed at their highest level. By providing a platform for deep
rational reflection, this type of knowledge enables the subject to
examine cognitive subjects under the most precise and stringent



epistemic standards. This knowledge can be used in two ways: in

specialized fields of science and for examining existing beliefs in
religious and metaphysical systems, ethical and value systems, socio-
political structures, cultural frameworks, and scientific paradigms. This
application of reflective knowledge is more in the academic and
research field and has an epistemic function. Also, this knowledge can
be used in various everyday situations that have practical applications;
in the legal and judicial field for analyzing evidence in courts and
examining criminal documents, in the medical and treatment field for
clinical diagnoses and evaluating treatment methods, and so on. By
creating a bridge between theory and practice, reflective knowledge
facilitates transformation in various cognitive fields..
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