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This article explores the interplay between the theory of the historicity
of understanding in philosophical hermeneutics and the impact of the
soul's immateriality on it. Philosophical hermeneutics, with its emphasis
on phenomenology, considers human beings and all their existential
dimensions, including understanding, as temporal and historical. This
research, by analyzing the levels of perception and the roles of the body
and soul in each level, seeks to answer the question of whether the
soul's immateriality contradicts the theory of the historicity of
understanding, and whether this theory has been established without
considering the immaterial dimension of human beings. The answer to
this question was investigated through an analysis of the levels of
perception using a descriptive-analytical method. The findings of the
research indicate that although the immateriality of the soul is
incompatible with the phenomenological basis of the historicity of
understanding, the theory of historicity is not entirely incompatible with
the soul's immateriality. In some cases, such as presentational
knowledge and self-evident propositions, and re-perceived knowledge,
historicity is negated, and within the framework of Allameh Tabataba'i's
theory of the return of acquired knowledge to presentational knowledge,
the historicity of acquired perceptions is negated at the level of
presentational perception.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction: The present article examines the interaction between

the theory of “inherent historicity of understanding” within the
framework of philosophical hermeneutics (with emphasis on the views
of Gadamer and Heidegger) and the abstraction of spirit and science
“with emphasis on the theory of Allameh Tabataba’i.” Philosophical
hermeneutics considers human understanding to be the product of
historical conditions and mental presuppositions derived from
tradition, and does not consider understanding to be outside the effects
of time and place. According to this view, it is impossible to overcome
history and reproduce the author’s intended meaning. In contrast,
Islamic philosophers, by emphasizing the concept of “abstraction of
soul and science,” propose the possibility of achieving a fixed and
non-historical meaning. By analyzing the levels of perception,
including sensory, imaginary, and rational perception, as well as the
role of the body and soul in each of these levels, the present study
examines the question of whether the abstraction of spirit and science
contradicts and violates the theory of historicity of understanding.

Method: In this study, the foundations of philosophical
hermeneutics were analyzed using an analytical-descriptive method.
In this analysis, the influence of phenomenology on this theory was
especially examined. These foundations were also compared with
Islamic cognitive theories. Theories of the separation of the soul and
the self and their influence on the levels of perception and the "theory
of the return of acquired knowledge to presence" were evaluated in
this comparison.

Findings: From the perspective of Islamic philosophers, in
addition to the material body, man has another dimension called the
soul, which is abstract in its essence and does not have time or history,
and human perception is carried out by the powers of the soul.
According to Allamah, the body also has a purely numerical role in
perception and is capable of receiving the soul.
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Although the abstractness of the soul contradicts phenomenology,
the theory of the historicity of understanding was not based on
ignorance and lack of attention to the abstractness of the soul, and the
abstractness of the soul does not contradict history in itself, but at the
same time, by examining the levels of perception, it was clear that the
abstractness of the soul makes it impossible to be historic in some
perceptions.

All perceptions are perceived by the powers of the soul, but the role
of the body in sensory perception is more prominent, but at the same
time, historicity in the sensible is excluded from the body, and the
body acts as a medium for receiving sensible forms. In other
perceptions, the abstraction of the body and soul does not contradict
historicity, but some perceptions, such as perception, are the basics
and axioms of other perceptions, and presupposition does not have an
effect on them, and historicity is excluded from them, and this issue is
due to the abstraction of the soul.

In the division of knowledge into acquired and present knowledge,
it was also stated that present knowledge is "the presence of an
abstract object near an abstract object" and is perceived immediately,
and there is no possibility of historicity in it. Allameh Tabataba'i
shows with the theory of "the return of acquired knowledge to
presence" that not all perceptions can be historic in the status of
present knowledge.

Cunclusion: A comparative study of the historicity of
understanding with the theory of the abstractness of the soul from the
perspective of philosophers shows that although the abstractness of
the soul is fundamentally incompatible with philosophical
hermeneutics and the historicity of understanding, this theory has not
been expressed without considering the abstract dimension of man,
and it has not been at all a denial of the abstractness of the soul;
however, the theory of historicity is not completely compatible with
the abstractness of the soul, and the existence of non-historical
perceptions that are carried out by the powers of the soul contradicts
the theory of historicity. The sciences of presence that originate from



the abstractness of the soul also do not have the possibility of
historicity, and according to the theory of the return of acquired
sciences to the science of presence, in all sciences, historicity at the
level of the perception of the science of presence is also ruled out.
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