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Abstract

In Islamic philosophy, sensible objects are perceived indirectly, while what is perceived
directly is the form that arises in common sense (Phantasia). Although Islamic philosophers
differ on how forms arise in the common sense, they agree that the emergence of a form in the
common sense is equivalent to sensory perception. They explain the sensory representation
of supernatural beings on this basis, positing that, in a process inverse to the direct
observation of material objects, an image from the unseen realm (rather than from the five
material senses) is imprinted in the common sense, thereby allowing the supernatural being
to be sensorily represented and perceived. On the other hand, according to functionalism in
the philosophy of mind, sensory perception is defined as whatever fulfills the functional role
of sensory perception. Since sensory experience without bodily mediation is identical to that
which occurs through the body, the motivating factor for sensory perception can be non-
corporeal. Thus, a human can, epistemologically speaking, have sensory and bodily perception
without needing a material (corporeal) body. Consequently, a human can be considered
capable of sensory perception even in a non-material realm, and for this reason, bodily
resurrection remains meaningful. This is because the corporeality of resurrection lies in the
human having a sensory experience of their body and bodily pleasures/pains on the Day of
Judgment, rather than necessarily requiring a physical body or material realization.
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