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Valati dialect, spoken in parts of Isfahan province, is one of
the ancient and central dialects of Iran. Conducting
appropriate studies on the Valati dialect, while documenting
various aspects of this dialect and bringing them out of the
purely oral state, which in itself may lead to oblivion and
destruction, will help preserve this valuable dialect. The
importance of this research lies in the connection between the
Valati dialect and the root of its language, specifically the
Pahlavi language. The research is descriptive-analytical and
is done using library resources. Therefore, 1821 words of the
Valati dialect have been compared with those of the Pahlavi
language in terms of meaning and structure to determine the
lexical connection of this dialect with the Pahlavi language.
The research reveals that a significant part of the words of the
Valati dialect share the meaning and structure with the
Pahlavi language.
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1. Introduction

Valati dialect is one of the deep-rooted Iranian dialects, although its name does not indicate its age, its
structure clearly shows its age. This dialect has special features such as distinct pronunciation, special
words, and a unique grammatical structure that distinguishes it from other Persian dialects of Iran. This
dialect shows the regional linguistic and cultural diversity of Iran. The Valati dialect goes back to older
periods and has a strong connection with the Persian language. The history of this dialect goes back to
Pahlavi Persian, and it was probably developed under the influence of older local languages and cultures.
Linguists who have researched this dialect believe that this dialect reflects the regional culture and
language of Hassan Abad city and its surroundings. They have also conducted studies to examine the
grammatical structure, grammatical words, and special pronunciations of this dialect and to analyze its
linguistic features more deeply. With time, the Valati dialect, like other Iranian dialects, has undergone
many changes in grammatical and lexical fields, but the plurality of its speakers is still a high wall against
the unfortunate events that it is facing. The big problem that the Valati dialect and all old dialects are
facing right now is the lack of attention from the young generation and the lack of work in education,
both formally and informally. Such a generation doesn't know all the subtleties of their mother tongue,
doesn't understand all the ironies, and doesn't use proverbs; But despite all this, he is always trying to
reveal the characteristics of standard language to the language in which most of these events take place
unconsciously. These factors are: 1- Cultural exchange with other languages and dialects, and the
influence of other cultures can cause changes in this language. 2- The use of technology and social media
can affect the changes in the Volati language. 3- Migration of people and communication between
different people are also effective in this change. 4- Social, economic, and cultural developments can also
lead to changes in the dialect of Valati.

The present article seeks to find these issues: 1- Are there similarities between the Valati dialect and
the Pahlavi language? 2- How can this dialect and other Persian dialects be protected from the danger of
extinction?

The importance and necessity of the research lies in the fact that with the passage of time and the
reduction of adherence to the cultural heritage of the past, the dialects are gradually forgotten. Valati
dialect is one of the original Iranian dialects that has not been studied in depth, yet. It is obvious that the
lack of attention and inattention of researchers to this dialect will cause it to remain unknown and, as a
result, destroy the hidden and unique capabilities of the Valati dialect; Capabilities that can help to know
more about ancient Iranian languages. Therefore, conducting appropriate research on the Valati dialect,
while writing down the various aspects of this dialect and bringing them out of the purely oral state,
which itself is the cause of oblivion and destruction, will lead to know more and more this precious

Iranian dialect and even know some of the unknowns of other Iranian dialects and languages.
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2. A brief note on previous works
The conducted studies show that despite the many research capacities of the Valati dialect, only a few
studies have been conducted on this dialect. Tahri and Nikbakht (2019) examine Pikan language, which
is one of the varieties of the Jarqoiya dialect that is spoken in the southeast of Isfahan in a village with
the same name. This dialect, along with dialects such as Gezi, Sadhi Varzaneh, and Jews of Isfahan, are
placed in the southern branch of the central dialects. This research, with a descriptive approach, describes
the simultaneous and historical phonology and grammar of this dialect. Sadeghi (2018) has investigated
various phonetic, phonological, grammatical, vocabulary, and thematic terms of the Valati dialect. The
achievement of his research proves that the Valati dialect has a long history, in such a way that there are
common words in this dialect that are very old and cannot be found in the Persian language and other
current dialects of Iran. Sadehi and Ragibdoost (2015) investigated and compared the structure of past
tense verbs in the two dialects of Volati and Kilimian of Isfahan. The result of their research shows that
there is a great similarity between the two dialects of Valati and Kilimian of Isfahan in different phonetic,
phonological, and morphological levels. The remarkable similarity of verbs in the past tense in the studied
dialect is to the extent that it confirms the hypothesis of their common historical root. Kalbasi and Qanadi
(2007) investigate the description of the taxonomy of verb structure in the Jarqouye dialect, and the aim
of the article is to determine the morphological and syntactic rank of this dialect based on some of the
current parameters of taxonomy. As can be seen, the current article is different from other studies in terms
of content and topic, and it expresses something new.
3. Theoretical framework

This research was carried out in a descriptive-analytical way by using library resources and face-to-face
interviews with elderly people. The library method includes the use of library resources to collect
information, data, and documents related to the subject or research problem. This method includes
visiting libraries, studying books, articles, and other sources, searching for information in specialized
databases, using library lists and catalogs, and performing analytical and interpretative studies on the
collected information. Also, in order to improve the quality of work in the field, we have used local
speakers to collect some data from informed and elderly people in the form of oral and live interviews.
The open coding method has been used to analyze the data. This method helps researchers to access
reliable and consistent data and information, and support their research. Regarding the vocabulary of the
Valati dialect, the criterion of this research is the collection of a part of the data in the field and the
master's thesis of Zainul Abdin Sadeghi (2017).

Also, in this research, the source used for the vocabulary of the Pahlavi language is the book of Bahram
Farahvoshi (2009), along with two additional sources, i.e., D. N. Mackenzie (1994) and another work of
Bahram Farahvoshi (2011). Considering that the approach of the research is comparative, the words of

the Valati dialect found in the mentioned source are matched with those of the Pahlavi language found in
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the mentioned books to determine the commonalities between them and, in this way, to prove the
connection between the Valati dialect and the Pahlavi language.
4. Research methodology
This research is conducted in a descriptive-analytical manner and using library resources. The library
method includes using library resources to collect information, data, and documents related to the
research topic or issue. This method includes visiting libraries, reading books, articles, and other sources,
searching for information in specialized databases, using library lists and catalogs, and conducting
analytical and interpretive studies on the collected information. This method helps researchers access
reliable and trustworthy data and information and support their research. Regarding the vocabulary of the
Velati dialect, the criterion of this research is collecting part of the data in the field and the master's thesis
of Zain EI-Abedin Sadeghi (2018).
5. Conclusion

In this comparative study, which was devoted to the investigation of the Valati dialect with the Pahlavi
language from the point of view of lexical similarity, 1821 words of the Valati dialect were matched with
the words of the Pahlavi language at both semantic and phonological levels, of which 495 were Valati
words (26 percent), having common and similar equivalents in Pahlavi language. These common and
similar words are divided into three categories based on semantic and structural similarity: 1- words with
completely similar meaning and structure, 2- words with completely similar meaning and little difference
in structure, and 3- similar words with little difference in meaning and structure. The frequency of words
of the first category is 50 words (10 percent), the frequency of words of the second category is 430 words
(87 percent), and the frequency of words of the third category is only 15 words (3 percent). Among the
words of the second and third categories, what has caused the structural difference between the words of
the Valati dialect and their equivalent words in the Pahlavi language are the changes that have come about
through phonological processes such as assimilation, deletion, inversion, etc. Also, the special phonetic
and morphological features of the Valati dialect and the Pahlavi language, such as vowels or unique word-
forming suffixes, have been influential in the emergence of such structural differences. In terms of the
thematic classification of common and similar words of the Valati dialect with the Pahlavi language, the
most frequent words are related to "plants, fruits and food" category (64 words) (12.92 percent) and the
lowest frequency is related to "pests, diseases and related words" category (7 words) (1.41 percent). In
the end, it should be mentioned that conducting this research shows the high capacity of this dialect to
conduct linguistic research and compare it with other Iranian languages, in order to make it known as

much as possible and prevent its decline.
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