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Along with education, the media plays a fundamental role in
preserving and strengthening languages. Understanding the
importance of this issue, in the current research, an attempt
has been made to explore the approach of IRIB, using an
efficient model adopted from Johnson (2013) which is an
innovative combination of the critical discourse analysis
approach and the framework of language policy and planning.
For this purpose, by extracting events related to the subject of
language in both written and oral levels and examining their
text and hypertext, they were descriptively and analytically
studied. The findings indicate that IRIB's approach to the
Persian language is a promotion-oriented approach and its
approach to local languages is expedience-oriented. The
findings of this research can not only be useful in the critical
evaluation of language management in IRIB, but it can also
be the basis for using the framework of language policy and
planning in order to develop a roadmap with the aim of
strengthening of the Persian language and preserving of local
languages.
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1. Introduction
The role of media in language management is so significant that it has gained a prominent position
in most models and orientations in the field of language policy and planning. From their perspectives,
examining ways to strengthen and weaken languages, as well as their survival and decline, will not
be possible without considering the role of media, especially television and radio. Therefore, it is
natural that the pathology of language in the media and its management has become a topic worthy
of research. Examining this issue in Iranian society shows that the approach of the IRIB Organization
as the national media, both towards Persian as the national language of Iranians and local languages
as valuable cultural and identity assets, has faced numerous and mostly emerging criticisms. Given
the importance of the topic, this article, employing an innovative approach, i.e. Johnson (2013), aims
to explore the approach of IRIB to Persian and local languages by introducing the field of language
policy and planning, particularly its connection to media.
2. A brief note on previous works
The literature on IRIB's approach to national and local languages includes works by Zeinalabedini
(2014), Mirvahedi and Nasjian (2010), and Bashirnejad (2023). They adopt a critical orientation
towards IRIB, examining its approach to national and local languages. Additionally, research on
language policy and planning in IRIB has been explored by Davari Ardakani (2006) and Sarli (2001).
3. Theoretical framework

Johnson's (2013) innovative model, which combines critical discourse analysis (CDA) and language
policy and planning (LPP) approaches, first introduces the theoretical foundations of the model and
then discusses its application. Theoretical foundations:

- Critical discourse analysis (CDA): CDA is a framework for analyzing the relationship between
language and power. It examines how language is used to construct and maintain social inequalities.

- Language policy and planning (LPP): LPP is a field of study that focuses on the development
and implementation of language policies. It examines how language policies can be used to promote
or hinder the use of particular languages.

Johnson's model can be used to analyze language policies in a variety of contexts, including
education, media, and government. The model can be used to:

- Identify the power relations that are embedded in language policies.

- Examine how language policies are used to construct and maintain social inequalities.

- Develop more equitable and effective language policies.

- Applying Fairclough’s model: three dimensions of language policy analysis

a. Language policy texts can derive from official and unofficial language policy language;
interview transcripts with language policy agents (aka the creators, interpreters, and appropriators of
policy); media reports; public signage; transcripts of naturally occurring interaction in meetings,
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classrooms, communities; public signage, etc.

b. The processes of interpretation and production of these texts, the discourse practices, can be
analyzed in a variety of ways including, for example, how participants in a meeting are positioned,
the participant structures used in classrooms, and the intertextual relationships between language
policies.

c. The multi-leveled sociocultural context(s) of interest include the context of situation and
circulating social norms, ideologies, and discourses, which the participants draw upon in the creation,
interpretation, appropriation, and recontextualization of language policy.

- Applying the discourse-historical approach: four levels of context for language policy analysis

a. Text-internal analysis of a language policy text — might include a focus on particular themes,
topoi, or linguistic constructions; semantics; deixis; grammar.

b. Intertextual connections to past and present policy texts and discourses — including the multiple
drafts, re-authorizations, and/or revisions of a particular language policy, or relations across different
language policy documents —and the interdiscursive connections to past and present discourses about
language, language users, and/or language education.

c. The extra-linguistic social variables include the institutional and sociolinguistic contexts in
which language policies are created, interpreted, and appropriated, i.e. the multiple layers of context
in which language policy activity takes place.

d. The sociopolitical and historical contexts include the historical, political, and social impact of
a particular language policy, the institution(s) involved in language policy processes, and the beliefs
and actions of language policy agents.

Based on the above approaches as well as making use of two significant concepts including a)
recontextuaization and b) ethnography of language policy, Johnson (2013) introduced his innovative
approach.

4. Research methodology
Following Johnson's (2013) model, data from language policy texts were collected from both official
and unofficial sources in addition to existing laws.
a) Data collection:
Sources: Official and unofficial sources;

Types of data: Laws, documents, interviews, speeches, meetings, etc.

Data collection method: Event sampling
b) Event sampling:

Purpose: To identify the relevant discourse and use purposeful sampling

Process: Identify all relevant events (e.g., documents, interviews, speeches, meetings); Select a

subset of events that are representative of the population of interest; Analyze the selected events to

identify the relevant discourse
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In this study, the most important events after the Islamic Revolution related to the Persian

language and local languages in IRIB were collected and analyzed, with a sample size of 14 events.

5. Conclusion
The main findings of the research can be classified as follows:

Overall, Persian is at the center of attention of media managers, and they have adopted a "promotion-
oriented" approach. However, IRIB's approach to local languages is mainly "expedience-oriented".

Despite the emphasis on Persian, data and evidence suggest that most efforts in language policy and
planning have been limited to the corpus level and have not paid enough attention to the other levels:
status, acquisition, and prestige.

The situation of local languages in Iran is more complex due to their diversity, the sensitivity
surrounding some of them, and the prevailing expedience-oriented approach towards them. This neglect
across all four levels of language policy and planning (corpus, status, acquisition, and prestige) indicates
that treating local languages as problems rather than rights or sources will inevitably lead to their decline.

Analysis of the written and spoken events reveals that, in addition to the emphasis on "correct
spelling”, "correct pronunciation" and "correct speech", there is a clear lack or absence of explicit
concepts related to the field of language policy and planning. This suggests that IRIB's approach to
language management is not based on a scientific perspective.

Intertextual analysis reveals that most of the reforms, revisions, or changes in the duties of language
planning departments have either failed or remained silent.

Analysis of intertextual relationships reveals a close connection between the statements (or
promotions) of IRIB’s managers in defense of the Persian language and the timing of the Supreme
leader’s warnings on this topic. This means that following his warnings, we see the formation of meetings,
joint sessions, and the presentation of programs for the protection of the Persian language. However,

these efforts fade after a while.
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