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Abstract

In the evolving landscape of strategic interactions between China and
Africa, China's influence on the continent has grown significantly.
Through economic initiatives and operational proposals, China has
enabled African countries to access trade and development
opportunities. However, these strategic relations are not without
challenges and criticisms, particularly concerns regarding the potential
for an imbalanced partnership that favors Chinese interests.

Introduction

The rapid expansion of China’s engagement in Africa over recent
decades has sparked vigorous debate about the motives and
implications of this strategic partnership. This study investigates
whether China’s policies in Africa primarily aim at consolidating its
power or genuinely contribute to Africa’s developmental progress.
Framing the analysis within the neorealist theory—focusing on state-
centric power dynamics within an anarchic international system—the
research explores the dual outcomes of China’s investments in Africa’s
economic, infrastructural, and developmental sectors.
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The central question is: Does China’s policy in Africa mainly serve the
goal of enhancing its own power, or does it also foster regional
development? The hypothesis posits that, although China’s investments
in economic, construction, and infrastructure projects primarily aim to
expand its influence, these efforts have concurrently supported some
African countries' growth and development. The overarching
assumption is that while China’s activities bolster its geopolitical
influence and resource security, they also produce tangible, though
uneven, developmental benefits across the continent.

Methodology

Employing a qualitative, analytical-descriptive approach, this study
synthesizes data from case studies, policy documents, and secondary
sources to examine the interplay between power politics and
development outcomes. Guided by a neorealist framework, the analysis
evaluates how China employs economic statecraft to attain strategic
advantages while addressing Africa’s developmental challenges. Data
sources include cooperation agreements, investment portfolios, and
socio-economic indicators from selected African countries, enabling an
assessment of both macro-trends and localized impacts.

Results and Discussion

Findings reveal a dual reality. On one side, China’s infrastructure
projects—such as ports, railways, and energy facilities—have addressed
critical gaps in Africa’s development landscape, stimulating economic
growth, job creation, and regional connectivity in countries like
Ethiopia, Kenya, and Angola. These initiatives often align with national
priorities and have empowered local economies. Conversely, the study
highlights significant concerns: increasing debt dependency, resource
extraction practices, and asymmetrical trade relations that often favor
Chinese interests. Strategies such as resource-backed loans and the
dominance of Chinese firms in key sectors reflect efforts to secure long-
term influence and resource access, consistent with neorealist
assertions about power maximization. Additionally, issues of
transparency and limited technology transfer risk perpetuating
structural inequalities and dependency.

Conclusion
This research concludes that China’s engagement in Africa is a complex,
multifaceted strategy that combines power projection with selective
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developmental contributions. While African countries benefit from
infrastructure modernization and economic opportunities, the unequal
nature of these partnerships underscores China’s underlying
geopolitical and economic objectives. Neorealist theory effectively
captures this behavior, with China seeking to strengthen its global
standing amidst Western hegemony. Nonetheless, the developmental
gains, though meaningful, depend on African nations’ capacity to
negotiate more equitable terms. Policymakers should balance
immediate benefits against long-term sovereignty concerns, while
continued scrutiny of China’s role as a “development partner” is
essential to address neo-colonial critiques. This study contributes to
broader discussions on the role of emerging powers in the Global South
and advocates for nuanced frameworks to evaluate the intersection of
power politics and sustainable development.
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