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Abstract

Despite the efforts during Atatiirk's era to eliminate Islam from Turkey's
political arena, political Islam managed to remain a significant force in the
country's political system. Among political parties, the Welfare Party and
the Justice and Development Party are recognized as influential actors in
shaping and redefining different terpretations of political Islam. Necmettin
Erbakan and Recep Tayyip Erdogan, as leaders of these parties, strove
during their tenures not only to preserve political Islam but also to
articulate their respective visions of it within the social sphere. This study,
which aims to thoroughly understand the various perspectives on political
Islam in Turkey, seeks to answer the question: "What are the similarities
and differences between the Welfare Party and the Justice and
Development Party, as two key proponents of Islamism in Turkey, in their
approaches to political Islam?" The findings indicate that both parties have
embraced political Islam as the core of their ideology and, by avoiding
violence to change the political system, have endeavored to align
themselves with Turkey's democratic and secular framework. One key
distinction between the two parties is the Welfare Party's comprehensive
emphasis on religion's presence in society, compared to the Justice and

" Corresponding Author: sajjad.alaei@ut.ac.ir

@‘@-ﬂ@u Copyright© 2025, the Authors | Publishing Rights, ASPI. This open-access article is
published under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution- NonCommercial 4.0 International
License which permits Share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and Adapt
(remix, transform, and build upon the material) under the Attribution-NonCommercial terms



https://aar.modares.ac.ir/article-13-78291-fa.html

[ Downloaded from aar.modares.ac.ir on 2025-08-13 ]

\FA VPPl Ok 5 ol /sl 0 ke 53 093 Lol B 51 Sl sl — ook 4ol g

Development Party's rejection of such an all-encompassing role.
Essentially, the Justice and Development Party promotes a liberal
interpretation of political Islam that distinguishes itself from the Welfare
Party's traditional political Islam.

Introduction

Despite the extensive efforts during Atatiirk's era to remove Islam from
Turkey's political landscape, political Islam has remained a significant force
in the country's political system. Among the various political parties, the
Welfare Party (RP) and the Justice and Development Party (AKP) have
played crucial roles in shaping and redefining different interpretations of
political Islam. Necmettin Erbakan and Recep Tayyip Erdogan, as leaders of
these parties, sought not only to preserve political Islam but also to
articulate their respective visions of it within the social sphere. This study
aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the various
perspectives on political Islam in Turkey by addressing the following key
research question: "what are the similarities and differences between the
Welfare Party and the Justice and Development Party, as two key
proponents of Islamism in Turkey, in their approaches to political Islam?"

Methodology

This research employs a comparative qualitative analysis of the ideological
and practical approaches of the Welfare Party and the Justice and
Development Party toward political Islam. The study relies on a
combination of historical analysis, political discourse evaluation, and policy
examination to assess the evolution of political Islam within these two
parties. Official statements, speeches, and policy measures taken by both
parties' leaders are analyzed to highlight their similarities and differences
in incorporating Islam into Turkey's political and social structure.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that both the Welfare Party and the Justice and
Development Party consider political Islam as the foundation of their
ideology. However, they differ in their strategies for integrating it into the
Turkish political system. Both parties have pursued a non-violent approach
to political change, striving to align themselves with Turkey's democratic
and secular framework. One fundamental distinction between them is their
perception of religion's role in society. The Welfare Party places strong
emphasis on integrating Islam into all aspects of social life, advocating for a
comprehensive role of religion in governance and society. In contrast, the
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Justice and Development Party rejects such an all-encompassing role and
instead promotes a more liberal interpretation of political Islam. This shift
represents a departure from traditional political Islam toward a more
pragmatic and adaptive approach that aligns with contemporary
democratic structures.

Conclusion

In summary, while both parties share a commitment to political Islam, their
approaches differ significantly. The Welfare Party adheres to a more
traditional and religion-centric vision, whereas the Justice and
Development Party promotes a modernized and liberal interpretation.
These differences have shaped Turkey's political landscape and influenced
the evolution of political Islam within the country's secular and democratic
framework. Understanding these ideological distinctions provides valuable
insight into the dynamic nature of political Islam in Turkey and its
interaction with the state.

keywords: Political Islam, Liberal political Islam, Welfare Party, Justice and
Development Party, Necmettin Arbakan, Recep Tayyip Erdogan
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