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Abstract

A comparative look at the culture and literary and artistic works of the two countries
of Iran and Japan is one of the ways that can show researchers some of the similarities
in these rich civilizational areas and perhaps lead to a path to discovering further
interactions. From this perspective, this article attempts to answer the main question
using a descriptive-analytical method and a comparative and intertextual approach:
Given the contemporaneity of the formation of the Japanese legend of the Bamboo
Cutter (which is the basis for the adaptation of the animated film The Tale of Princess
Kaguya) and the Black-clad Tale of the Nezami’s Haft Peykar, what similarities exist
between them and what possible results can be imagined from it. Accordingly, it
seems that the similar story framework in the beginning, the end, and the tragic
ending, the close functioning of the main and secondary characters with the centrality
of the lyrical theme, the importance of the female role in the high position of the
beloved, and the creation of similar atmospheres in the two stories within the
framework of symbolic expression, are all cases that show that despite the profound
differences between the two civilizations of the East and West of the continent, these
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two stories have significant similarities with each other and the existence of some
kind of cultural interactions between Iranian and Japanese literature can be
considered probable.

Keywords: Japanese literature, Princess Kaguya, Haft Peykar, symbol, animation.

Introduction

Given the existence of some popular themes in Iranian and Japanese literature and art
and the common use of mysterious and allegorical methods as a means of further
influencing the audience in these two distant borders, one can find limited but
relatively similar perspectives, the study of which demonstrates the appropriate
analytical capacities of two different cultures. Accordingly, and taking into account
the important point that some experts in the field of comparative literature, with
regard to new theoretical approaches and especially the focus on intertextuality, and
also considering the fact that in comparative literature, the conscious or unconscious
influence of texts on each other is discussed, one can try to achieve a general outline
of some common or similar themes, frameworks, tools, and intellectual nuances in
Iranian and Japanese literature and art by taking a comparative look at literary work(s)
with different artistic products and analyzing similarities and differences. However,
considering that in an initial study, there are similarities regarding the time when
lyrical literature began to flourish in Iran, i.e. around the 6th century AH (12th century
CE), and with the emergence of a romantic poet like Nezami, coinciding with the
beginning and peak of classical romantic literature in Japan, i.e. around the 10th
century, and that there are similarities in structure and content between the first story
of Nizami's Haftpaykar book, "The Tale of the Black-clad," and a folk tale from
Japanese literature, namely the story of "The Bamboo Cutter," from the same period,
this article attempts to examine this story with the animation "The Tale of Princess
Kaguya," which is a detailed adaptation of the Japanese story of the Bamboo Cutter,
using a comparative study approach, and to answer the main question of what
similarities and differences the way the story is told, the framework of the story, and
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the methods of conveying the theme to the audience have, and what possible results
can be expected from it. It is

Materials & Methods

In this research, an attempt has been made to shape the research process by focusing
on the descriptive-analytical method and by comparing an Iranian literary work with
a Japanese animation genre theatrical product, focusing on the story and its elements
in the context of two different cultural areas. In addition, the study of available
resources in cyberspace and the use of library documents and tools have been
considered in conducting this research, and the greater reliance on translated
resources has been one of the notable limitations of this research

Research findings
- Plot: The plot framework of these two love stories is similar in a straight line, and the
lovers' efforts to reach a surreal lover have shaped the overall challenges of the story.

- Characters: Despite being willing to make any kind of sacrifice to reach their
beloved, the male and female heroes of these stories ultimately experience longing
for separation and no reunion is achieved. The secondary characters, especially in the
path of the heroes and as guides, have the same usual function and, of course, apart
from indicating some current affairs and generally filling the path of the story, they
do not create any particular success for the heroes.

- Symbolic expression of the theme: Regarding the way of expressing the love
theme, especially in terms of the symbolic method, it should be said that the general
framework of the two stories is a long allegory of man, his desires and pains, which
in a sad ending displays a longing for man's eternal separation from truth and God.

- Nature: The similarity in using natural elements in creating the overall atmosphere
of these two stories can also be interpreted in the same ways, as in the story of Princess
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Kaguya, it is a space to enhance the visual appeal and, of course, the dynamic display
of the change and evolution of the fictional characters, and in the story of the Black-
clad people, it is based on exaggeration and a factor to intensify the effect of the sad
content of the story and the distance of the lover from the beloved.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

Japanese and Iranian literature, like many other cultural aspects of these two lands,
have significant differences in content and structure from the perspective of their
origins, stages of development, and literary works, and these differences are usually
more exposed; however, in some cases, the study of some important and trend-setting
works in these two literatures shows some similarities that can be observed through
study. Accordingly, in line with the time of formation of lyrical literature in Iran and
the prosperity of romantic literature in Japan around the tenth to twelfth centuries
AD, a comparative study of works such as the Legend of the The Bamboo Cutter and
the First Tale of the of the Nezami’s Haft Peykar, and in response to the main research
question, it becomes clear that the similar plot, symbolic characters, and their sad
ending, along with the symbolic expression of the theme of love and the use of nature
to intensify the content effect, and of course, the characterization functions, are
among the things that can indicate the existence of similarities in the two Iranian and
Japanese cultures in a comparative study of these two works. Regardless of the extent
to which the similarities between the two stories are influenced by the centrality of a
theme such as love and create a similar atmosphere, and assuming that the differences
that can be discussed are ignored, it is possible to consider this point for future
research: given the strong influence of the presence of Chinese language and
literature in Japan during this period and the greater connection between Iranian
civilization and the Chinese, it is not far-fetched that after examining more Iranian
and Japanese works during this period and using original language sources, more
signs of these similarities can be observed as a result of the influence of Iranian
literary works in Japan and through Chinese culture and art. It is also possible to
present a more detailed analysis of the imagery of the anime or the reaction of the
Japanese audience from other angles in future research..
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