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Abstract

Rich with signs and meanings, Quranic stories always provide the foundation for the
application of diverse methods and approaches to the study and analysis of texts. This
helps to unravel the intertwined layers of texts and clarify the process of meaning
construction for readers. The present paper is based on the "semiotic square" model,
one of Greimas’ models, the founder of the Paris School of Semiotics, which analyzes
the mechanisms of meaning construction in the process of a text production. The
"semiotic square" teaches us a methodical approach to reading texts and elucidating
how oppositional relations within a text can be articulated. This study employs this
model to analyze the textual structures of the dual concepts "ezat and zelat" in the
Quranic story of Joseph (A.S) and to explain their signification process in the Quranic
discourse of this story. The outcome of this research, in line with the expansion of the
semiotic square, is that within a text, continuous shifts of poles and categories are
possible. This means that, in the discourse process, although the dichotomy of "ezat
and zelat" at the content level comes into eight forms, unlike the usual scenario where
their corresponding forms in the expression level may be multiple people or things, in
the story of Joseph (PBUH), the corresponding form refers only to one person, Joseph
the Prophet (A.S). However, regarding the story of Joseph (PBUH), the semiotic
square shows that his entire life was marked by honor and greatness, contradicting the
apparent narrative that portrays his life as a mix of honor (ezat) and humiliation
(zelat). Here, using the square of veridiction helps us in perceiving the truth.
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1. Introduction

Discourse, defined as "the use of language for communication,”" inherently
establishes a bidirectional relationship between language and discourse.
Linguistic pragmatics, a prominent approach in modern linguistics, examines
how speech acts between speaker and audience fulfill specific
communicative goals. The persuasive dimension of language is a
foundational element of pragmatics. This study explores the techniques
speakers employ to attract and persuade audiences, which is a key objective
of both applied linguistics and this research.The Quranic story of Joseph
(A.S), known as the "best of stories," has always been a focal point for
Quranic scholars, explored from multiple perspectives. A prevalent
interpretation of this narrative posits Joseph’s ascent from the depths of
humiliation (zelat) to the heights of honor (ezaf). This research delves into
the dichotomy of 'ezat' and 'zelat' in Joseph's (A.S) story using the "semiotic
square" approach. A close examination of these two terms reveals a dynamic
interplay, where the apparent poles of honor and humiliation in this Surah
are constantly shifting, and the points of tension and attraction between them
are not fixed. Given the Quran's primary objective of conveying messages
for human guidance, its narratives cannot be dismissed as serving merely
aesthetic or artistic purposes. Consequently, the semiotic analysis of Quranic
narratives and the process of meaning-making within discourse production
become particularly significant (Fallah et al., 2020, p. 27).

Research Question

This research aims to introduce the semiotic square model and, by
employing it, elucidate the discourse between these two key Quranic
concepts. It also seeks to answer the question of how the dichotomous
signification of 'ezat and zelat' is configured in Surah Yusuf based on the
semiotic square, and how this dichotomy is textually realized within this
narrative.
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2. Literature review

Studies in "semiotics" are among the new disciplines in the contemporary
world, which examine sign systems and can be considered one of the up-to-
date sciences of our era. Today, the rapid progress of fields such as semiotics
has introduced new possibilities and brought the study of religious language
and texts into a new phase. These new tools and modern sciences offer
researchers a mnovel spectrum and new semantic horizons. Generally
speaking, utilizing up-to-date sciences allows for the expansion of semiotics
using the capacity of religious texts on one hand, and on the other, it opens
new avenues in the analysis of these texts and helps uncover and identify the
prevailing discourse in the Holy Qur'an. Among these, the present study
relies on the semiotic square model as pursued in the Paris School of
Semiotics. This model, first introduced by Algirdas Julien Greimas, is
selected because it provides a representation of the deep semantic structure
of the text based on dynamic oppositional relations. Analyses based on this
square can be effective in achieving a precise understanding of these texts.

Throughout history, Quranic scholars have employed various methods
and models to understand the concepts of Quranic stories. Sometimes, they
have relied on the Quranic verses themselves to grasp the essence of these
stories, while at other times, they have applied different narratology
frameworks. The Quranic story of Joseph (A.S), known as the "best of
stories," has always been a focal point for Quranic scholars, explored from
multiple perspectives. But what is repeatedly told about this story is that
Joseph ascended from the depths of humiliation (zelat) to the heights of
honor (ezat). This research delves into the dichotomy of honor and
humiliation in Joseph's (A.S) story using the "semiotic square" approach. A
Close examination of these two terms reveals that the poles of honor in this
surah are constantly switching, and the points of tension and attraction
between these poles are not fixed. Moreover, different content forms can
manifest as a single expressive form within a text. Given that the primary
objective of the Quran is to convey messages for the guidance of humanity,
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it cannot be claimed that narratives in the Quran serve merely aesthetic and
artistic purposes. Consequently, the necessity of semiotic analysis of Quranic
narratives and the method of meaning-making in the context of discourse
production becomes particularly significant (Fallah et al., 2020, p. 27).

This research is of high significance as it attempts to use a model of
semiotics in the field of Quranic studies. In addition, the findings of this
research will be influential in explaining the dichotomy of ezat and zelat in
the Holy Quran, centering "keramat" (dignity).

3. Results

The story of Joseph (A.S) known as the "best of stories" can be examined
from various perspectives. A wide range of studies using various models
have been conducted to reach a more accurate understanding of this story so
far. Among these, the models of semiotics can be drawn upon for research
into this story. Here this model analyzes the textual structures of the
dichotomy of "ezat and zelat" in the Quranic story of Joseph (A.S) and
elucidates the process of their signification in the Quranic discourse of this
narrative, addressing whether Joseph the Prophet indeed experienced a
period of earthly humiliation. Analyzing the dichotomy of honor and
disgrace in the story of Joseph (A.S) using the "semiotic square" reveals that
the poles of apparent honor and disgrace in this surah are constantly
switching, and the positions of attraction and tension between these poles are
not fixed. Additionally, different content forms can manifest as a single
expressive form in a text. Another finding of this research is that, contrary to
what many interpreters and Quranic scholars believe—that Joseph's life was
a mix of honor and disgrace—his life is entirely filled with both earthly and
heavenly honor. In this context, the square of veridiction, derived from the
Greimas square, aids the reader in
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Figure 2: The path of movement in the semiotic square

solaline w8 (Slaly 5o €€ e K B 5o (S slias w5 (gl 9 s oo daadle Siliy
A oS on (S e Gl 3 5 T OAB (g 4 S e Bl il b oo aau

el by g o BaSASJISES yuslic ¥o)-¥

o3 L S el ) suls sl 53 (V il 5y smlic Jold eulidiailiss puye S 55k 4
Laa 53 o ol g (¥ (S 50 ool b (oS53 b bl se) (S5 slap 55 L L 3Le (Y t(suls
o e Iy (S5 5 Spm pore 5 JS L (Hebert, 2011,p.41)


http://dx.doi.org/10.48311/LRR.16.4.8
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1401.0.0.195.7
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-60924-fa.html

[ DOI: 10.48311/LRRe [ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1401.0.0.195.7 ] [ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2025-08-13 ]

Sy e eliiles 6L JKan 5 ool o357
%oty ook

S S b
S { ] Sy
x [
S HE S Y | | et S5 A
Sy ¥ 1 J S aX

SN A S e alf
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Dl Slaslie po e Gl ol Clad Lo 5 5l Msali slaas (\

Voo alin pss o il oS el a5 i Jolid o ye a5l b (S pe slaa s (Y
s sulw a5 Slen oS5 1S s olaa 5 dan ilie il (55 ol alle o Slae
W58 e L1 SaSs Blie o ool K o (ste oo 4 Al 4 5 g0 S ol ] e
oo 55k 25l g ke
Yronsany a3 (S oet (SWHEYHY )0 cuad 5o
A a5 (S S e = LY T uad 5e

Metia Sa Lal i (Sw i S o=t +) Vionad 5o


http://dx.doi.org/10.48311/LRR.16.4.8
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1401.0.0.195.7
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-60924-fa.html

[ DOI: 10.48311/LRRe [ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1401.0.0.195.7 ] [ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2025-08-13 ]

IO g e (M ) £ ojlat T s S sl
Eﬁﬁ j&sg

W sie Se Ll (& yemait (S 3=Y a5+ Y o 3 )ACad 5o

bl ) sl 5 WOl (35l Hb G Spaa la Se,lal (o (A 5 onfle ool S
-85 gl oo suys)

Sl Cpl ol S aslaasay (Al g e sla S, Ll 5L o0 oS S sl sl (i) 90
ook 5 (S aline 3550wl L SIS ol 5 s S0 a3 S we a3 lsiea | LapT oS
LaSe il 4S an 5o al 5 go 5 Gl ) vl pdgalasl (3500 0T wloaio JUaol b Gloypa
JBe (sl b s oo ATl LT 51w Bl Y LY a3 5 s 53YL ot Suias g Lds Wl 5 e
olallg,la (S sen wiile gl o b g o (S wad cnaid g 4 (Soe 4+ (S00))

Jlio Ol sie ) ani€ sl a3 0T G (K3,a8) Gl Glgieds | Lag] &l ol a g0 8l
5 L I8 o) 5u Sy sl (S5 Sas (5aS wad b bl ol (S0 568 (( S8) G +S8 50
N 50 slaas s alss S saliical Yol ol 31 allis o e GIL (palS S sla S5
e 438,853 50 Swal ¥ o) slaa s

1S Gl 1 Jalad e i qa e Gl L0 Ol e IS Hsbads i pe Judad g dajad VY

L ai,ls sy @8l alle Lo e 5o Gare caalise K (i a3 slae 3l b ole s 5o LT
5830 Gledaa Wl 5 o oS aBlg alle o (S5 5 Sy JALEGLES e 5o (Jle gl S 03
S o Fon ((eLLTQ35>) anils (g0 5a 50 30 yd 88 Lllae ) 5wl sl

LT oS Lias ol 5 Sty ainls ol 3aS L i slo3ls b )53 oo oo 5o (aadgo LT Y
O B a5 Yl olsieds Gu S OIS0 wlali il ssa ge oobe LW KL o ol
3olse el 33500 5 (ol Sl Lol o ylad e yo S851s Al 2 SIS 0050 4 5 83}
il sl sl opl o ol

L (IS 5 obds Suols s pm g SBLES @y pim 4 (o 53 s o ye Ko o ualge 8 LY
B oo Al (e S o Jlaial glaciad go 51 A s

Sl s Sl phos S L el Sobind) Jalislas phc S 5o ol (Sas 50
Do soliieul gl oo addie Hloy Uk Lo Ll 5 Sy 58 caalse il uas b

wan S Loss  loy wile saiay aaly S ga—— alabaalas Jae S oS ol


http://dx.doi.org/10.48311/LRR.16.4.8
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1401.0.0.195.7
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-60924-fa.html

[ DOI: 10.48311/LRRg [ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1401.0.0.195.7 ] [ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2025-08-13 ]

Sy e eliiles 6L JKan 5 ool o357
A j&sg

eobie g olaa a5 G Sl 0,8 o DS 1 Lag T 5 wiS oo sulii ) (Ses slaciad s
s (S5 get) (B 03 5 (99 58) swa a8 (oS b () ol

IPIPVICK - P\ PPV P

Auld Galwgblas gl Ghlad o KU b malds mye 5l 468 S plaicdida wse g SI)
L Pl culginn 5 w5lee e Al 5 (SbL e Awlie 4 5 ol (1o S 9 (plaicdda
O BB s e (ol pleiodla (3nl 5 da s WS e (| a8 S Gug Gl
Ol ol lad g 55 Gal B e st 3350k (0o b (s asa 0 5 s b (el
(Greimas.; Courtdes ,2006 ,369) was po JS—23 756k 13500 5 (gm0 590 diisad |5 g 5o
Lo n 55 Kiajd 50 1) 053 o geale ¢ plabcliia JALEGLES 0 e Jalad LB o 35,8 — ulas £
S o sl B 1 ) slacuasy ploclia jgo e Gal 59 Bleals s B ) JS& @

O35t G g= Gy b cliiia b s oo

o9 gt 0 et Al )0 b OIS & geo

U9 gt 5= e b Bl S

. “ Yo . -
OBt Hd o= ‘-‘3)9“"..‘*&\9"‘—’)\9""’

(Cini> b 305 ) Sgei + 09 O

N " 2ge5 .Y

(bl spai—aiv g ¥ (e L pogh) 03— di+3g0i A

S \

dei- 4 ¥ l J sp— e ¥

(b b i ) spei— a4 gy — 43 5

Figure 4:Components of the Veridictory Square
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Figure 5: Basic Terms of the Semiotic Square of Honor and Dishonor
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Figure 6: Term 1 of the Semiotic Square of Honor and Dishonor
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Figure 7: Term 3 of the Semiotic Square of Honor and Dishonor
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Figure 8: The Veridictory Square of Joseph's Murder
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Figure 9:Term 2 of the Semiotic Square of Honor and Dishonor
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Figure 10:Term 4 of the Semiotic Square of Honor and Dishonor
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Figure 11:Return to Term 1 of the Semiotic Square of Honor and Dishonor
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Figure 12: Meta-Terms of the Semiotic Square of Honor and Dishonor
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Figure 13: Meta-Term 5 of the Semiotic Square of Honor and Dishonor
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Figure 14: Meta-Term 6 of the Semiotic Square of Honor and Dishonor
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Figure 15: Meta-Term 7 of the Semiotic Square of Honor and Dishonor
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Figure 16: Veridictory Square
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Figure 17: Meta-Term 8 of the Semiotic Square of Honor and Dishonor
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