Ma‘rifat Vol. 34, No. 1, Spring 2025, p 23-33
;https://creativecormnos.org/licenses/by—nc/4.0
10.22034/marifat.2025.2021115

20.1001.1.10236015.1404.4.1.3.1

An Assessment of the Empirical and Theological Foundations of the "God Gene"

= Mansour Kasiri / PhD Student of Islamic Speculative Theology, The Imam Khomeini Institute for Education and Research
mansour.kasiri@gmail.com
Mohammad Ja’fari / Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Speculative Theology, The Imam Khomeini
Institute for Education and Research jafari@iki.ac.ir
Received: 2024/08/07 - Accepted: 2025/01/24

Abstract

The genetic researcher, Dr. Dean Hamer, claims to have identified a gene that
leads humans towards spirituality and religious beliefs. He considers this gene to
be a product of the biological evolution of humankind, resulting in the creation
of entry points in the postsynaptic neuron section. He argues that by
transferring monoamines into the cell and creating favorable spiritual states,
this gene directs individuals towards spirituality and the subsequent assumption
of a creator for existence. Using the documentary (library) method, this research
explains how, according to subsequent experimental research, the gene in
question cannot be categorized as the sufficient cause of spiritual feelings, and its
role should be considered minor in this process. Additionally, the claim made
cannot undermine rational and certain arguments for the existence of God;
therefore, Hamer's effort cannot negate the existence of the object of spirituality,
that is, God Almighty.
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