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Abstract
Utilitarianism is one of the most significant approaches in normative ethics.
Despite internal divergences, its central claim is that the value of action lies
in their utility. On the other hand, liberalism, as the dominant ideology in
Western political systems, rests on certain core principles which, despite
differences in scope and application, form the backbone of liberal
governance. This study addresses the central question: Can political
liberalism be derived from ethical utilitarianism? In other words, Is ethical
utilitarianism a viable philosophical foundation for political liberalism? The
findings suggest that utilitarianism is incompatible with several core liberal
principles. Therefore, a liberal politician cannot ethically justify decisions
based on utilitarianism while remaining committed to liberal principles.
Nevertheless, despite this theoretical incompatibility, many liberal politicians
pragmatically base their actions on the principle of utility—though often
serving the interests of specific groups or parties rather than the public good.
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