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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explain the true meaning of critical thinking and its role in the ups and downs of
civilizations. In this research, using the descriptive-analytical method, at first two types of positive (i.e. accepting and
constructive critical thinking), and negative approaches (i.e. confrontational and destructive critical thinking) were
recognized. It was further shown that positive critical thinking, unlike its negative type, is always accompanied by a type of
tolerance and creativity and is considered one of the tools for the progress of human societies. The results obtained from this
research show that one of the important factors in the flourishing of Islamic civilization (from the third century to the middle
of the fifth century AH) was the existence of an atmosphere of freedom of thought combined with positive critical thinking.
In this period, the mutual relationship between politics and science resulted in synergy, and scientists and rulers (especially
Samanian and Al-Boyeh) played their roles well in the growth of Islamic civilization in a two-way interaction. On the other
hand, in the following centuries, due to the creation of an atmosphere with monologue and dogmatic logic, we witness the
decline of this brilliant civilization. The mentioned civilizational background and reflection on it can be a light on the way
to the realization of modern Islamic-Iranian civilization in the future.

Keywords: Islamic-Iranian Civilization, Positive Critical Thinking, Negative Critical Thinking, Tolerance.
Introduction

In the field of Islamic civilization studies, it is often said that one of the most important methodological factors of progress
and prosperity in Islamic civilization is the spread of ‘tolerant thinking’ in this period (Zarinkoob, 2007, p. 35). On the
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other hand, developmental experts agree that one of the indicators of progress and development is the spread of ‘critical
thinking’ in the society (Forst, 1997, p. 58).

These two reports raise questions and challenges in the mind because the two concepts of tolerant thinking and critical
thinking are incompatible with each other. The first concept is passive and the second is active. From one, the meaning
of ease and acceptance is taken, and from the other, the meaning of strictness and evaluation is implied. The questions
that come to mind are: Do we accept that the common discourse in the first centuries of Islamic-Iranian civilization was
a tolerance-oriented discourse? Doesn’t this acceptance mean admitting the weakness of critical thinking in that era? And
won't acknowledging the weakness of critical thinking be like acknowledging the passivity and imitation of that
civilization? In other words, basically, in the discussion of methodological causes of the growth of Islamic science and
civilization, which element should be emphasized: tolerant thinking or critical thinking? These are research questions
analyzed in detail in this study.

With the mentioned premises, the purpose of the research is presented in the following two steps. The first step is to
know the typology of critical thinking, which is in the form of the following two approaches:

A. positive approach or accepting and constructive critical thinking;

B. Negative approach or thinking of a belligerent and destructive critic.

The second step is to trace and identify these approaches in the periods of the history of Islamic civilization.

Materials and Methods

The descriptive-analytical method, on the one hand, deals with the description and illustration of the existing critical
situation or problem, and on the other hand, it studies the causes of how and why the issues and problems arise. In the
descriptive-analytical method, in order to present a scientific description and explanation, strong argumentative support
is required and this support is provided by searching the theoretical topics of the research in question and compiling
existing propositions and theorems about it. In the research process, the researcher logically connects the details related
to his research problem with the proposed general propositions and evaluates and draws conclusions.

Research Findings

In this research, it was shown that positive critical thinking, unlike its negative type, is always accompanied by a type of
tolerance and creativity and is considered one of the tools for the progress of human societies. Positive critical thinking
is emphasized in the teachings of revelation, especially in the Holy Qur'an and the traditions of the innocents.

The results obtained in the study of the historical period from the third to the seventh century AH indicate that one of
the most important factors in the formation of Islamic civilization in the third and fourth centuries was the existence of
an atmosphere of freedom of thought combined with positive critical thinking in such a way that a mutual relationship
was established. Politics and science have created synergy, and the rulers of al-Buyeh and great scientists such as Farabi,
Ibn Sina, Zakaria Razi, and Abu Rihan Biruni played their roles well in the formation of Islamic civilization in a two-way
interaction. On the other hand, following monologue and dogmatic logic in the following centuries, we witness the
downward course of this brilliant civilization in a space with monologue and dogmatic logic.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

From the fifth century AH onward, the critical method became a tool for the revenge of ideological groups against each
other, and ideological prejudice and religious excommunication replaced thinking, research, and ijtihad, so Islamic-
Iranian civilization began to decline. In other words, to whatever extent scholars, scientists, elites, and students of religious
sciences are directed towards the use of indicators of critical thinking in a constructive manner, the scientific system of
the Islamic-Iranian civilization evolves and progresses. On the other hand, to the extent that critical thinking becomes a
tool to destroy groups towards each other, it will have a declining path. The mentioned civilizational background and
knowing the directions of critical thinking and reflection on it can be a light on the way to the realization of the new
Islamic civilization in the future.
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