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Abstract
Objective: The purpose of this study was to identify the strategies and
consequences of the entry of athletes into the world of politics.
Methodology: The present study was conducted qualitatively with a thematic
analysis approach. Participants in the interview were selected through
purposive sampling (12 people). The interviewees consisted of all experts
with scientific background (professors of sports management), executive
(managers and sports experts) and sports (professional athletes with a history
of political activity).
Results: In the strategies section, 43 sub-categories were obtained, which
were included in the 9 main categories of media strategies, legislation,
structure, manpower, planning, evaluation, culture and information,
communication and encouragement. In the consequences section, 29 sub-
categories were obtained, which were classified into 6 main categories:
individual, organizational, social, political, sports and negative consequences.
Conclusion: Relevant athletes and managers can benefit from the results of
this research for successful entry of athletes into the world of politics.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

The study of politics has a very wide range, nowadays it is inevitable to study
and investigate such issues in the field of sports as well (Volpi, 2006). Coakley
(1990) states that sports, due to its political capacity and potential and pure
values, depend on the type of country, the type of government, the economic,
political and cultural situation of societies, the type of reasons for the
involvement and entry of politicians and governments. It is different in sports.
The research findings of Rajabnejad (2016) showed that politicians with
influence in the areas of the main factors of politicians' interference, measuring
the forms and methods of politicians' interference, measuring the underlying
factors of politicians' interference and measuring the revealing factors of
politicians' interference in sports have They are acts of influence. The purpose
of the present research was to identify the strategies and consequences of
athletes entering the world of politics.

Methodology

Considering the gaps in the research literature, this research was conducted with
a qualitative and exploratory approach (Koenig, 1994), which used thematic or
thematic analysis method. The interview participants were selected through
purposeful sampling. The interviewees consisted of all experts with scientific
background (professors of sports management), executive (managers and expert
sports experts) and sports (professional athletes with a history of political
activity). Thematic analysis is a flexible qualitative method to obtain "patterns”
or "themes" those participants establish in their discourse (Braun & Clarke,
2006). This method started with data collection and then continued with
transcription, reading and re-reading, analysis and interpretation of data. A six-
step method was used to perform thematic analysis 1. The interviews were fully
transcribed and the authors read it twice to familiarize themselves with the text;
2. After a detailed study of the texts, in the second part, we created the initial
codes, which was done by writing notes on the text and the margins of the text;
3. In the third part, the primary codes were arranged in the form of themes; 4.
Then the themes obtained from the text were categorized into similar and
coherent groups; 5. In the fifth step, the theme networks were drawn, examined
and analyzed; 6. Finally, the final research report was analyzed and compiled.
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Results

The results of the descriptive findings show that the number of interviewees was
12, all of whom were men. 25% in the age group below 37-41 years (3 people),
16.66% in the age group 42-46 years (2 people), 33.33% in the age group 47-51
years (4 people) and the remaining 25% (3 persons) were over 51 years old. in
terms of education level; 41.66% (5 people) had a master's degree and 58.33%
(7 people) had a doctorate degree. Also, in terms of experience, 4 of the athletes
had 4 years of political activity and 3 athletes had 8 years of political activity.
Sports management professors and expert managers also had work experience
between 20 and 25 years. The field of activity of the research samples is 58.33%
(7 people) as professional athletes with a history of political activity, 25% (3
people) are sports management professors, the remaining 16.66% (2 people) are
managers and experts.

The analysis of the research data (sub-category, main category and concept) has
been shown in connection with the identification of the strategies of the
presence of athletes in the world of politics. 43 subcategories were obtained
from the qualitative data analysis of sportsmen's presence strategies in the world
of politics, in 9 main categories media strategies, legislative strategies,
structural strategies, human resources strategies, planning strategies, evaluation
strategies, Cultivation and information, communication strategies and incentive
strategies were placed. These cases were summarized in the concept of
"strategies of political validation of athletes in Iran".

From the qualitative data analysis, 29 sub-categories were obtained to identify
the consequences of the presence of athletes in the world of politics, which were
placed in the 6 main categories of individual consequences, organizational
consequences, social consequences, political  consequences,  sports
consequences and negative consequences. These cases were summarized in the
concept of consequences of political validation of athletes in Iran.

Discussion and Conclusion

Strategies for things like mediating the political activities of athletes, defining
the limits and boundaries of the political activities of athletes, forming
institutions in order to organize and develop the political presence of athletes,
hiring a consultant in the field of political issues in the sports organization,
setting up programs Short-term and long-term development of athletes' political
participation, taking advantage of the continuous evaluation system and process
of athletes' political activities, officials' emphasis on the political presence of
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sports people, interaction and coordination between sports organizations and
local and national political organizations. It refers to the support of the athlete's
family and friends, etc. Since some researchers consider the political presence
of athletes as a social responsibility of athletes, some studies in this field are
mentioned. In the research of Alavi (2020), the methods of developing the
social responsibility of famous athletes (in general) and the development of the
political activity of athletes (specially), in 7 dimensions of advertising-media,
policy-making, research, motivation, culture-building, development Personality
and communication are summarized Scientific findings and reports on the
consequences of the political endorsement of athletes in Iran show that the
endorsement of famous people is more effective than the endorsement of
ordinary people; Because it creates favorable consequences. In this section,
some of the advantages and favorable consequences of celebrity endorsements
are reviewed. 1) Reducing the risks of competition and technology
development: the risks associated with the increase of commercial products,
technology development and competition can be reduced by using the
endorsement of famous people. Using celebrities who are more attractive can
also prevent viewers from changing the TV channel or fast-forwarding the
video through the buttons on the remote control when it is time for the
commercials to air. Also, the use of celebrities can make the company's
advertisement stand out among other competitors' advertisements. 2)
Awareness: Endorsing prominent people is one of the most effective advertising
methods for positioning the brand in the long term. Using famous people to
endorse a new brand will bring many advantages for it. A celebrity endorsement
can attract customers' attention and make them curious to learn about the
endorsed product. 3) Emotional connection: famous people have their own
special fans. These fans imitate many behaviors of their favorite people. For
example, in India, people like and love Bollywood actors like Shah Rukh Khan
and Amita Bachchan and cricket players; To the extent that you can say they
worship them. Such famous people can have a positive effect on their fans to a
great extent; Therefore, they are emotionally attached to a brand endorsed by
their favorite star (Khatri, 2006).
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