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Abstract
Objective: The aim of this study is to describe and analyze the content of
the articles in the Journal of Sports Management and Development of the
Faculty of Physical Education, University of Guilan.
Methodology: The research population of this study includes 231 articles
published in 20 issues of the mentioned magazine from the beginning until
now and the researchers examined the results through review and content
analysis.
Results: The results showed that the research method of most articles was
small and most of the authors of these articles were assistant professors and
men, most of the articles used Latin sources for citation and each article has
an average of 30 sources and about 60% of these sources. The total number
of resources used in the articles is 6897, and the waiting period for printing,
if approved, is about 20 months from the time of receiving the article, most
of the articles were written by 3 authors and most of the trends in sports
marketing (23/81%) and strategic planning (19/48%) and organizational
behavior (16/02%) were considered, respectively. Organizational
dependence of most articles, Guilan University (17/06%), Azad University
(13/35%) and Payam-e-Noor University (7/57%) were ranked first to third,
respectively.
Conclusion: According to the goals of the publication, the printing of large-
scale articles and the strategic management of the country's sports should be
increased compared to the articles on marketing and organizational behavior,
and the waiting period for printing articles should be reduced.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

In recent years, the desire of sports science researchers and especially sports
management for qualitative and in-depth research has increased. These
researchers have tried to distance themselves a little from the positivist and
guantitative approach and turn to different methods of qualitative research such
as mixed research (quantitative and qualitative), foundational data, content
analysis and documents; Of course, there is still a strong need to use meta-
analysis, review, meta-review, future research, philosophical, historical and
self-reflection or self-reflection research, book review, etc. Two famous
international magazines in the field of sports management, called Sports
Management Magazine and Sports Management Review Magazine, publish
many qualitative articles, and there are even sections in the Sports Management
Magazine called Editor's Speech and Book Review that an approach using
veteran professors can help to recognize the research trends, inspiration and
foresight of young researchers (Ramzani-Nejad et al, 2009: 25).

Methodology

Analyzing the content of scientific publications and journals from various
angles, in addition to clarifying the course and general policy of those involved
in the publication, is a suitable tool for evaluating and analyzing the topic,
evolution and research process of the journal (Asare et al., 2013: 8). In addition,
analyzing and reviewing the articles of each publication in different time
intervals is one of the ways to determine the positive points and find out the
weaknesses, which is very effective to achieve the scientific goals of the
publication. Content analysis is one of the documentary methods that deals with
the systematic, objective, quantitative and generalizable examination of
communication messages. This method is considered a concealer in the
classification of methods, and it is used to check the obvious content of the
messages in a text, and as a result, it does not enter into the interpretation and
semiotics of the message content. Content analysis is a convenient way to
answer questions about the content of a message. Although in the early
approaches, it was claimed that content analysis can deal with the characteristics
of the author and the impact on the audience in addition to the message content,
but today the latter two functions are considered possible only in field and
document integration methods from content analysis in a range of library
science disciplines. and information (information science and epistemology),
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information management, scientometrics, communication sciences, sociology,
psychology, linguistics and media studies are used. This method is applied to
newspapers, textbooks, motion pictures, television programs, speeches, open-
ended responses to questions and interviews, and other areas of communication
messages. Usually, when content analysis is mentioned as a method,
guantitative content analysis is desired. As it can be seen, in all the content
analysis researches of the articles of a publication, 9 indicators have been used,;
But in the current research, content analysis was done with 12 indicators. The
research community of this study includes 231 articles published in 20 issues of
Sports Management and Development Journal of the Faculty of Physical
Education, Sports Sciences, Gilan University from the beginning of 2011 to the
end of 2018.

Results

The results of the research showed that most of the research methods used by
researchers are quantitative, which is almost in line with other researches (such
as Asgari et al, 2013). The gradual trend of increasing the publication of articles
with qualitative methods is evident in most sports management journals, which
seems to be the result of the increase in the number of doctoral students and the
interest of young researchers in qualitative methods. Of course, this process
may also lead to some concerns, because the quality or validity and reliability of
using these methods, especially in conducting interviews and discovering
concepts, depends on proficiency and sufficient knowledge about the desired
basics. Is. In another part of the research, the gender frequency of the authors
was examined and analyzed, and the results showed that most of the authors of
the articles of this publication are men and three times as many authors are
women. This issue indicates that more men are accepted in graduate education,
which is consistent with many researches. (Khodaparast and Salimi, 2014);
Badiei-Ghohar and Poursoltani, 2018) Of course, considering the increase in the
percentage of female students in universities, the issue of attracting female
academic staff is one of the challenges of universities, and even this issue was
raised as a question by the parliament members in 2018. It has been followed
up. The examination of the scientific rank of the authors in the Sports
Management and Development Journal shows that the researchers with the
scientific degree of assistant professor are more welcome, which can be due to
the large number of assistant professors in the academic boards of universities,
who have the results of many researches such as Sharifi et al. (2011), Asgari et
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al. (2014), Khodaparast and Salimi (2015) are the same. The issue of reforming
the rank pyramid of university professors is also in the same direction. The
investigation of the organizational affiliation of the researchers showed that
Gilan University with the participation of approximately 17% of the authors of
articles in the first place and all the free universities of the country with more
than 13% and Payam Noor universities with more than 7% have the highest
participation in publishing. They have had articles. This issue shows that the
faculty members and postgraduate students of Gilan University use more of the
publication of their place of employment and study. Of course, this issue should
be more carefully and reviewed. At the same time, it shows that the publication
has no special bias towards the place of study and employment of other authors
from different universities. These results show that the above publication does
not consider any priority for publishing the articles of its editorial board
members.

Discussion and Conclusion

The authors' alignment rate showed that most of the research was done in
collaboration with the three authors, and this is almost all the research. It also
increases the fact that these articles are mostly the result of senior theses. As for
the time waiting for arbitration and acceptance of the results indicates that the
highest waiting time for arbitration and acceptance is 838 days and the shortest
waiting time for 29 days of acceptance and the waiting duration for printing can
be said to be average. The highest waiting time for printing was for the year 97
and the average waiting time for printing for 15 months after admission.
According to the experiences of the authors of the present article, most of the
waiting time is related to the judgment of articles, which are usually delayed
and slow, and this journal has problems in terms of structure and manpower. In
addition, the reviews showed that most of the articles published in this journal
relate to the marketing trend, which consistent with Asgari et al. (2014) and
with Azimzadeh et al.) It is inconsistent. Of course, this is related to the goals
and orientation of the publications, or the articles are accepted contrary to the
purposes of the journal. In this magazine, despite the resistance to review the
marketing articles, and in particular organizational behavior, there is a lot of
pressure; If the purpose of the journal is to print articles related to macro and
strategic sports management issues. Also, given the specialization of the
management areas and the increase in the number of articles under
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consideration, it seems that the specialization of publications can be considered
an essential step. A review of the sources used in 231 journals' articles shows
that the authors use more of the new Persian and Latin and first -hand sources,
indicating the quality of the articles. However, the writing of articles and fluent,
especially translated parts, is a major problem for many articles. It is also
advisable to determine the field of study in articles for research for those
interested. Finally, Hamid Ghasemi is one of the researchers who did the most
research on content analysis in the field of sports management; And it is
suggested that this route be followed by a deeper and deeper research by young
researchers. Also, publications are more likely to accept these types of articles.
Finally, the findings of this study can be effective in the future policy of the
journal. It also welcomes comparative and comparative research by various
publications or cooperation with other sports management journals to enhance
the quality of articles.
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