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Revitalization is a process designed to enhance preservation, restoration, and
appropriate utilization of historical and cultural heritage while maintaining its essence
and integrity. Systematic revitalization and restoration of historical buildings can foster
cultural, social, and economic development while further boosting tourism. This
applied research primarily seeks to identify the optimal functional reuse for revitalizing
Mehrangiz House. The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing
direct observation, field surveys, and archival research. Architectural documentation
and mapping were conducted to analyze the building’s current state. Preliminary
studies identified criteria influencing optimal land-use selection, followed by an
evaluation of potential functions using the Land-Use Allocation Matrix developed by
the Cultural Heritage Revitalization Fund (2009). Functional options for residential
historic houses were systematically categorized. Through the Analytic Hierarchy
Process (AHP) and Expert Choice software, criteria weighting and alternative
comparisons were conducted with input from 10 heritage revitalization experts. Results
indicate that the current use as a kindergarten (termed "Cultural House" by heritage
authorities) is incompatible with the building’shistorical authenticity, structural
integrity, and original furnishings, rendering the revitalization ineffective. Instead,
hospitality-focused functions (weighted value: 0.137) ranked highest, followed by
residential uses (0.126).

Research Objectives:
1. Identifying the optimal functional use for revitalizing Mehrangiz House.
2. Leveraging the historic Mehrangiz House as a tourism destination.
Research Questions:
1. What is the optimal functional use for revitalizing Mehrangiz House?

2. How can appropriate land-use allocation facilitate its revitalization for tourism
development?
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Introduction

The preservation of cultural heritage and ancient edifices is an indispensable imperative
that underscores a government's commitment to safeguarding the identity, civilization,
and historical legacy of a nation. To effectively protect this heritage, mere restoration
without consideration of requisite measures is insufficient. In this context, it is
paramount to accord special attention to the prerequisites of human presence in spatial
environments and the requisite modifications in the functionality of these spaces to align
with contemporary needs for reuse. Furthermore, new functions should be delineated in
a manner that these interventions do not compromise the intrinsic identity and essence
of diverse locales and their interconnections. By taking these measures into account and
implementing coordinated management, the revitalization of such structures can fulfill
present-day needs or, if necessary, undergo functional transformations while
safeguarding this heritage and introducing it to future generations, thereby increasingly
addressing the prevailing needs of society (Tajik, 2017: 49).

Historical buildings serve as a paradigmatic reflection of past life, embodying historical,
cultural, and social values that have evolved over time through a continuous sequence
of numerous trials and experiences, thereby establishing a robust foundation. The
revitalization of historical buildings must be consonant and harmonious with the
building and its original purpose. Incompatible uses can inflict irreparable damage on
the structure. Historical buildings are more delicate and sensitive due to their
multifaceted values, including historical, cultural, and aesthetic values, because damage
to a historical building can not only result from the destruction of materials such as
stone and brick or structures like walls and arches but also from harm to the history and
civilization, traditional art, technology, and the overall legacy preserved in the structure
of these buildings. With such sensitivity, by identifying, protecting, and restoring the
disturbing and threatening factors of historical buildings, these factors should be
mitigated to contribute to the building's sustainability. Exposure to moisture, plant
growth, lack of proper maintenance, mismanagement, and damage caused by human
activities are all manifestations of those deleterious factors that individually or
collectively lead to the deterioration of historical buildings (Ashrafi et al., 2015).

In this article, the Mehrangiz House has been selected as a paradigmatic example for
revitalizing the historical fabric of the Imamzadeh Yahya neighborhood. When altering
the use, attention must be paid to the dignity and reputation of the building's original
purpose so that the proposed use does not contradict the original use, thereby erasing
the spiritual values of the work and the social and cultural conditions surrounding it,
while also not conflicting with principles based on Iranian architectural patterns. The
Mehrangiz House, although currently operating as the Imamzadeh Yahya Cultural



House, originally had a kindergarten use, which may also compromise the original
building. Therefore, it is essential to examine this matter more thoughtfully. In this
regard, an attempt has been made to propose a suitable use for the building's
revitalization after gaining a comprehensive understanding of the building's location,
the geometric configurations governing the building, and examining its architectural
elements.

Understanding the past is crucial for sustaining the future. The movement that has
occurred in Iran follows a path from the past to the future, but in the present, the path
taken neither reflects the past nor leads to a clear future. The current state of
development involves moving away from past values and toward an uncertain future.
Many modern societies have transformed their past to meet contemporary needs while
also developing traditional functions. In Iran, the concept known as the "Iranian city" is
distinguished by the term "historical fabric,” which is then neglected and eventually
labeled as "deteriorated fabric.” This happens as urban growth and development occur,
marked by "renovation." However, the renovation process is rarely carried out with the
necessary quality, and after some time, these renovated areas become problematic
themselves. In this process, mistakes have been made without understanding the nature
of revitalization and restoration, leading to repeated errors.

Regarding the revitalization of historical buildings in Iran, numerous studies have been
conducted. Many research papers have explored the identity and authenticity of
historical buildings, including houses. However, there is a scarcity of studies
specifically focused on the revitalization of a historical house while critically examining
its historical identity and authenticity. Despite this, some relevant articles are mentioned
below.

Hanachi and Mahmoudnejad (2007) in their article "Development and Conservation in
Iran,” discuss the reciprocal effect of development and conservation in contemporary
restoration, highlighting how development-centric approaches can lead to
environmental and cultural degradation. Shahabi and Imani (2013) critically examine
the role of interior architecture in preserving the hidden values of historical buildings
through the revitalization of music museums. They argue that conservation and
revitalization require extensive changes within the structure. Razani and Almasinia
(2013) explore the history, architecture, and renovations of the Sookias House in
Isfahan's Jolfa neighborhood, noting the significance of its architecture and decorations,
which have been largely overlooked. In the collection of articles from the first national
conference on recognizing and introducing the advantages and capacities of revitalizing
historical sites, Oliaei discusses the concept of "coma™ versus revitalization, arguing
that incorrect restoration not only fails to revive but also destroys cultural values and



heritage. Another article from this collection, titled "The Impact of Revitalization and
Changes in Building Use on the Modernization and Revitalization of Urban Fabric" by
Rezaei and Vosough (2010), uses a survey to study restorations in the Fahadan
neighborhood of Yazd. Azad Armaki and Moein Mehr (2022) propose a strategy for the
renovation plan of the Mehdiyeh Timcheh in Tehran's Grand Bazaar, involving the
identification of disruptive factors, analysis of resulting damages, and examination of
assigned uses to provide practical solutions for its revitalization and appropriate use.

Challenges in Revitalization

« Misunderstanding Revitalization: The process often lacks a deep
understanding of the building's historical essence, leading to repeated mistakes.

o Quality of Renovation: Renovations are frequently carried out without the
necessary quality, resulting in future problems.

« Neglect of Historical Fabric: Historical areas are neglected and eventually
become deteriorated, which can lead to their abandonment.

Solutions

o Coordinated Management: Implementing coordinated management and
encouraging investment can help preserve historical fabric.

» Academic Research: Conducting more focused research on the revitalization of
historical houses with attention to their historical identity and authenticity is
essential.

« Quality Renovation: Ensuring high-quality renovations that respect historical
values is crucial for sustainable development.

Petroski and Makot (2020) in an article titled "Restoration of a Historical Building for
Energy Efficiency and Energy Conservation™ address issues related to the unity between
restoring a historical building and its sustainability. The goal of this research is to create
an efficient method for restoring historical buildings, reusing them, and sustainable
renovation in terms of energy efficiency, according to modern needs and conservation
requirements while maintaining their original appearance. Similarly, Panika et al.
(2015) in an article titled "Revitalization of Historical Buildings as an Approach for
Preserving Cultural Heritage" state that the need to preserve valuable historical and
cultural architectural heritage becomes increasingly evident. At the same time, dynamic
environmental development is crucial for maintaining life activities in general. This
article discusses revitalization methods aimed at preserving historical artifacts by
assigning new functions to expand areas and adapt historic buildings to modern needs.



In summary Table 1 outlines previous research related to this topic.

Research Effect Year | Theorist
Investigating the | Excessive neglect of the | 2007 | Hanachi and
reciprocal  effect  of | three principles of Mahmoudinejad
development and | sustainability and cultural
conservation in | heritage destruction
contemporary restoration
Critical examination of | Conservation and | 2013 | Shahabi and Imani
revitalization in Music | revitalization of historical
Museum and Saba buildings require extensive
changes. Introducing the
foundations of wvalue in
historical buildings.
Examining the role of
interior  architecture in
building revival. Preserving
building values and
preserving artwork values
History, architecture, | Preserving the authenticity | 2013 | Razani and
decorations, and repairs | of the building through Almasinia
revival and changing its use
to an art university
The concept of "amata" | Incorrect restoration not| 2010 | Olyaee
versus revival only fails to revive but also
leads to the destruction of
cultural values
Examining  restorations | The impact of revival and | 2010 | Rezaei and
and revivals in the | changing building use on Vosough
Fahadan neighborhood of | modernization and revival of
Yazd urban fabric
Examining the Mehdiyeh | Strategies for the restoration | 2022 | Azad Armaki and

Timcheh in  Tehran's
Grand Bazaar and
presenting strategies for

plan of Mehdiyeh Timcheh
in Tehran's Grand Bazaar for
its revival and suitable use

Moien Mehr




its revival and appropriate
use

Creating an efficient | Restoring a  historical | 2020 | Petrovski,

method for  restoring | building to improve energy Aleksandar,
historical buildings and | efficiency and reduce energy Macut, Nikola
reusing them with | consumption

sustainable

modernization,
maintaining their original
appearance while meeting
modern needs and
conservation
requirements

This article discusses the | Reviving historical | 2015 | Penica, Milija,
revival method aimed at | buildings as an approach to Svetlanab,
preserving and restoring | preserving  cultural and Golovina & Vera
historical artifacts by | historical heritage Murgulc

assigning new functions
to expand areas and adjust
historical  buildings to
modern needs

The current paper follows a descriptive-analytic approach. For data collection,
documentary and library research methods, as well as field observations, were
employed. To prepare maps, precise measurements of the building were taken, and
plans were drawn. The statistical sample of this study consists of ten experts in the field
of historical building restoration with both academic and professional experience.

Initially, preliminary studies were conducted to identify the criteria influencing the
selection of optimal uses for the Mehrangiz House. Subsequently, a range of uses
extracted from the matrix of uses provided by the Fund for the Revival and Utilization
of Historical and Cultural Buildings and Sites in 2009 was examined. Then, the uses
that could be considered for the revival of residential houses were enumerated. Using
the Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP) method and Expert Choice software, the
criteria were weighted based on their importance. Accordingly, options related to
various residential uses were analyzed through pairwise comparisons based on each of
the weighted criteria.



Conclusion

Utilizing historical buildings as tourist destinations fosters cultural exchange between
tourists and the host community, leading to the revival of fading cultural elements,
strengthening national pride, and enhancing social self-esteem. Additionally, beyond
the positive socio-cultural impacts, there are economic benefits such as job creation
(both direct and indirect), regional income growth, and funding for building
maintenance and conservation. Creative and reasonable reuse of structures is an activity
supported by progressive conservationists, particularly urban development specialists.
Given the theoretical foundations presented, there is no doubt that to ensure the
continued existence of a historical building like the Mehrangiz House, opportunities for
revival and new life must be created through appropriate uses for the building.

In this research, initial information about the Mehrangiz House was obtained through
documentary and field studies. Subsequently, the criteria influencing the prioritization
and selection of desired uses were extracted. Then, these criteria were weighted through
pairwise comparisons by experts. In the next stage, the options for selecting uses were
compared based on each of the weighted criteria. It was determined that using the
building as a kindergarten (currently operating under the title of a cultural house) does
not seem suitable and this function does not align well with the historical features,
authenticity, and identity of the building, either in terms of its status, structure, or
furniture. The revival has not been successful. Meanwhile, hospitality-related uses
ranked first with a weighted value of 0.137, and residential uses ranked second with a
weighted value of 0.126. The inconsistency rate was 0.07, which is less than 0.1,
allowing the acceptance of the consistency of the comparisons.

The revival process, by creating vibrancy and prosperity, can contribute to the local
economy. More importantly, it can help the economy at a higher level by attracting
capital from outside the neighborhood or at the national level. This process can also aid
in developing tourism in the country; thus, the revival can have a positive impact on the
national economy from two angles: the positive effects of revival activities themselves
and their contribution to tourism.
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