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Abstract

1. Introduction

The literary form of fiction, apart from its artistic and lyrical
nature, can play a significant role as a medium in conveying religious
principles and thoughts. Whatever literature may be, it must be
accepted that conventional literature is one of the realms in which
humanity is realized, and therefore, all transformations that occur for
humankind will inevitably be manifested in literature. "The novelist is
neither a historian nor a prophet; he is an explorer of existence."
(Avini, 2011, p. 11) Thus, literature, and the novel as a genre, if under
the supervision of a committed and specialized writer, can have a
significant impact on the dissemination of religious thoughts. Reza
Amir-Khani is one of the committed and contemporary specialized
writers whose religious spirit infused into the body of his stories has
surpassed the essence of the writer's imagination; this characteristic
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distinguishes him from the multitude of his contemporaries. Given the
thematic diversity of his works and based on his different perspective
on contemporary social issues, it has been said: "Amir-Khani is a
writer of both cosmic and introspective dimensions; he has
experienced much travel outside and has also engaged in inner
journeys, and the amalgamation of these two experiences has created a
precise, profound, and comprehensive personality.” (Shahanghi, 2013,
pp. 2-8) Among the characters in Reza Amir-Khani's works is a
character named "Armiya,” who undergoes a mystical transformation
within the framework of his pen. This character is the main character
in the novels "Armiya" and "Biutan," and is also one of the influential
characters in the novel "Rahesh.” In each of the mentioned novels,
Armiya exhibits different actions, and various aspects of his life are
narrated. The author depicts a longitudinal movement of Armiya's
mystical journey in his three novels, which is unique in its own right.
Apart from some repetitions that occur in certain events of the
mentioned novels, the most important theme that shows Armiya in all
three novels as similar and identical to one another is the issue of the
spiritual movement and mystical evolution of this character. The
mystical journey of Armiya begins with his deployment to the front.
In the novel "Armiya,” the trench functions like a khangah (a Sufi
lodge), and the spiritual atmosphere of the front serves as a ladder for
Armiya's ascension. In this novel, the relationship between Armiya
and his martyr friend evokes the relationship between Shams and
Rumi. This relationship in "Biutan" can be extended to the
relationship between Moses and Khidr. Overall, in all three novels,
Armiya's spiritual transformation has a longitudinal movement that
can be aligned with the Four Journeys (Asfar Arba'a). In all these
cases, verses, references, meanings, and Quranic concepts play a
significant and fundamental role in the formation and evolution of
Armiya's mystical character.

2. Methodology

In this article, which is developed using a descriptive-analytical
method, the evolution of the mystical character of Armiya is explored,
and answers are provided to the questions: With which mystical
schools can Armiya's character be compared? And what impact have
the verses of the Holy Quran had on the process of this mystical
evolution? The study of Amir-Khani's works and thoughts indicates
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that one of his perspectives in the realm of novel creation is to present
the skills of living in the contemporary era. He himself states: "I
believe we are obliged to describe a religious life in the modern world.
The best place to describe it is the novel. In my overall view and in all
my works, my focus is to try to describe a religious life in today's
world." (Esmaeili, 2011, p. 33) Based on this, analyzing the mystical
aspects of a character like Armiya can not only elucidate the
formation of the mystical language in Amir-Khani's works but also
present the influential variables on religious life in today's world to the
audience. Therefore, the way the mystical character of Armiya is
contracted and expanded in the three novels "Armiya," "Biutan,” and
"Rahesh™ appears to be a significant topic, and an effort will be made
to examine the most important mystical patterns applicable to this
subject. Given the religious approach in Amir-Khani's novels and his
considerable effort to convey Islamic concepts through this medium,
the verses of the Holy Quran play a fundamental role in his stories; so
much so that the main materials for the composition and design of
Amir-Khani's novels can be sought in the verses of the Holy Quran.
Therefore, apart from which mystical models can be compared with
the mystical evolution of Armiya's character, the manner in which the
verses of the Holy Quran influence this evolution is also one of the
issues of this research.

It is worth noting that since the novel form, in its technical and
modern sense, is not a medium for expressing the detailed journey and
conduct of a seeker or mystic, in all cases where similarities between
Armiya's mystical character and existing models in mystical sources
are discussed, a complete and total similarity is not established, and
only the resemblance in certain aspects is intended by the author.
Additionally, considering Amir-Khani's specific orthography in his
writings, the quotations from his works have been faithfully presented
without any alterations to the written form of the mentioned works.
3. Discussion
3-1. Content review

Reza Amir-Khani is one of the committed and specialized
contemporary writers whose religious spirit infused into the body of
his stories has surpassed the essence of the writer's imagination; this
characteristic  distinguishes him from the multitude of his
contemporaries. This research aims to examine the evolution and
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mystical transformation of one of the most important characters in his
works, namely the character "Armiya,” in light of the impact of the
verses of the Holy Quran.

3-1-1. Mystical Development

Evolution means becoming diverse, changing, and transforming
states. In this writing, the term transformation and change is used in its
technical sense, and the effort is made to observe the changes and
transformations of Armiya's mystical states in light of Quranic
concepts and meanings.
3-1-2. Quranic Data

Quranic data refers to the collection of verses, words, terms,
concepts, meanings, and Quranic references mentioned in Reza Amir-
Khani's narrative texts. However, this research focuses on the data that
have influenced the transformation of Armiya's mystical character.
3-2. Structural investigation

The analysis and examination of Amir-Khani's works show that he
has a committed and idealistic perspective in the realm of fiction and
strives to convey his desired elevated values by utilizing artistic
techniques in storytelling and through his unique narrative and
aesthetic reading of the verses of the Holy Quran. In his three novels,
Amir-Khani attempts to depict the practical journey of transformation
and mystical evolution of the character Armiya. Instead of a khangah
(Sufi lodge), he introduces the battlefield as a field of discovery and
witnessing, and instead of the beloved's hair and wine cup, he gives a
Kalashnikov and a can of beans to the seeker of God in his stories. In
this journey, he creates two supporting characters for the spiritual
development of Armiya, both of whom are martyrs of the Sacred
Defense and devoted to God.
3-2-1. Language and style

Amir-Khani is a prolific writer in the field of Sacred Defense
literature, and the emergence of Quranic data in his writings is quite
frequent. In many cases, Amir-Khani's repeated use of Quranic verses
within the context of his expressive implications and lexical
arrangements leads to the creation of a unique linguistic strategy to
persuade the audience. This trend is also evident in the mystical
evolution of Armiya's character, as he has managed to create a unique
text and content through his distinctive writing style and specific
orthography.
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4. Conclusion

The analysis and examination of Amir-Khani's works indicate
that he has a committed and idealistic perspective in the realm of
fiction and strives to convey his desired elevated values by utilizing
artistic techniques in storytelling and through his unique narrative and
aesthetic reading of the verses of the Holy Quran. In his three novels,
Amir-Khani attempts to depict the practical journey of transformation
and mystical evolution of the character Armiya. Instead of a khangah,
he introduces the battlefield as a field of discovery and witnessing,
and instead of the beloved's hair and wine cup, he gives a Kalashnikov
and a can of beans to the seeker of God in his stories. In this journey,
he creates two supporting characters for the spiritual development of
Armiya, both of whom are martyrs of the Sacred Defense and devoted
to God. The first character is Mustafa, with whom Armiya establishes
a relationship similar to that of Shams and Rumi in the novel
"Armiya." The second character is Sohrab in the novel "Biutan,” who
assists Armiya like the Prophet Khidr. In the novel "Rahesh,” Armiya
is depicted as a developed character who has transcended worldly
limitations and can now assist others with the help of God. In all these
instances, the verses and Quranic concepts serve as the main materials
for this transformation. although the stages of Armiya's mystical
evolution can generally be aligned with the Four Journeys (Asfar
Arba'a), Amir-Khani could have explored the contractions and
expansions of Armiya's spiritual journeys with a broader perspective,
given the capacities and subtleties of his writing
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