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Abstract

Background and objectives: The purpose of this research was to identify
and prioritize the effective factors on document forgery criminalization
with a law enforcement approach through the hierarchical tree analysis
method.

Method: According to the type of research data, in terms of method, the
present research is a mixed-method (qualitative-quantitative) research. In
the qualitative phase of exploratory research projects, the researcher aims
to discover basic and accurate information about an uncertain
phenomenon or situation. This preliminary knowledge provides the
possibility of formulating hypothesis(es) about the occurrence of the
phenomenon under study, according to the thematic gap, while
interviewing experts (semi-structured interviews with experts), the
dimensions, indicators and components are determined and analyzed in
the second phase. In the second phase (quantitative method), in order to
test the developed hypotheses, the researcher can use quantitative research
methods to validate the data obtained from the qualitative stage and
modify, replace or eliminate the factors that had less impact. In the field
section, using the researcher-made questionnaire in pairs, according to the
opinion of the experts, it will be weighted by using the hierarchical
analysis of the factors. The statistical sample included 12 experts in this
field (including document forgery experts of I.R.1. Criminal Investigation
Police and Tehran Metropolitan Criminal Investigation Police).

Findings: According to the analysis of the research findings, four factors
(contextual, content, process, and functional) were identified and ranked
from the most important to the least important effective factors in the
criminalization of document forgery.

Results: In general, the evaluation of the police's strategic policies in this
area shows that a unified and coherent model in the criminalization of
forgery has not been explained, and the goals and values of the legislator
in promoting such a policy are not clear. In addition, there are ambiguities
in the legislative criminal policy approach to counterfeiting. In crimes that
have many examples in the society, such as the crime of forgery, if the
criminalization is not done based on appropriate, reasonable, logical and
sensible policies, it will not only not lead to favorable consequences, but
also cause the society to be pessimistic about how to deal with the
phenomenon of document forgery with law enforcement approach.
Keywords: Document forgery, Criminalistics, Crime analysis process,
Law enforcement approach.
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1. Analytic hierarchy process (AHP)
2. Multiple-criteria decision-making (MCDM)
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