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"Nihilism" in Nietzsche's speech became a Philosophical problem. He called
"nihilism", as "the meaninglessness of everything", criticizing the history of the
western metaphysics, he considered Platonism and Christian ethics values to be
the most important factors in the emergence of nihilism. Finally, with the
creation of "superman™ and on the basis of the same "humanist metaphysics",
he sought to overcome nihilism. But Heidegger studied "nihilism" not in terms
of values, but from an ontological point of view. By criticizing the whole
western metaphysical thought, he considered "metaphysics” to indicate a kind
of relationship with Being in which Being itself sinks behind a curtain of veils
into the abyss of oblivion and neglect. In an ontological explanation, he
considers "nihilism" to be equivalent to this "neglect and forgetfulness of
Being" and on this basis, he introduces "the history of Western thought™ as "the
history of nihilism development". From this point of view, with the perfection
of metaphysics, more perfect manifestations of nihilism are also realized. As far
as today, in the "Technological Enframing” which is the final form of
metaphysics, "technological nihilism™" has determined the world and man in a
nihilistic form, in the mood of ordering as standing-reserve. According to
Heidegger, in facing this situation, we have no more than two options, either to
submit to a complete destruction or to find a way to overcome it.
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Extended Abstract

Nihilism is not only the subject of theoretical obsessions of philosophers and not only a concept
in the modern world of literature, but the truth of our world today. This concept is not just a
description of a period of human history, and it does not highlight a transitional period, but it is
an expression of the fate of human history. Even though nihilism has been used by many
thinkers, it was in Nietzsche's expression that it was noticed and developed as a philosophical
concept. After him, Heidegger called nihilism as a crisis that when faced with, man must either
find a way to escape from it or accept the destruction. Nietzsche considered nihilism to be the
"meaninglessness of everything™ and by criticizing the history of Western philosophy, he
attributed the origin of nihilism to the death of Greek tragedy and the rise of Socratic wisdom.
According to Nietzsche, Plato's dual ideal and material world and the continuation of that
thought in the form of Platonism in the history of philosophy, as well as the emergence of
Christianity and the expansion of Christian ethics, were among the factors that caused the true
life to gradually lose its value and credibility and truth were referred to a world other than this
material world. Nietzsche considered this process of discrediting the life as the root of nihilism.
In his opinion, with the collapse of the Christian values system and their invalidation and the
emergence of "passive nihilism", all the building foundations of this world will collapse and a
new phase will begin. In this stage, which he calls "active nihilism" and considers the West to
belong to this stage for the next two hundred years, the substance of the old values and its ideals
has been destroyed, and a new form and substance is created, which is based on the "will to
power". Against this nihilistic situation, which denies the world of becoming and fluid life, he
considers art to be the only way to say "yes" to life and call for Dionysian passion and vitality.
Therefore, according to Nietzsche, the only way out of nihilism is to summon Dionysian passion
and ecstasy to life, through the path of artistic creativity. It is from this point of view that he
introduces art as the only way to overcome nihilism. On the other hand, Heidegger criticizes
the whole of Western philosophy, calling it a metaphysical knowledge that is alien to "Being".
According to Heidegger, Nietzsche has also taken steps along the same historical course, and
by the way, western metaphysics has reached its final perfection with him and in his philosophy,
by using all its possibilities. Therefore, according to Heidegger, not only Nietzsche could not
show the possibility of overcoming nihilism, but nihilism has reached perfection in his thought.
He, who thinks about nihilism from an ontological point of view, believes that Nietzsche's
encounter with nihilism took place only at the level of values. Heidegger, who considers
nihilism to be equivalent to neglecting existence, calls the totality of Western metaphysics a
nihilistic thought and believes that nihilism is inherent to this thought, and therefore wherever
this thought goes, it will carry nihilism with it. He returns the emergence of nihilism to the
"beginning” of philosophical thinking in Greece and believes that metaphysics and the
forgetting of existence began with the emergence of the Platonic “idea” and throughout the
history of philosophy, with the dominance and influence of Platonism, the process of this
forgetting has continued more steeply. In the continuation of this process, as metaphysical
humanism intensified, the neglect of existence in this intellectual tradition became more severe.
To the extent that in Cartesian subjectivism, even the "existence" of the world outside the mind
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of the subject of the knower became the product of the gift of the subject. According to
Heidegger, the history of metaphysics reaches perfection with the Cartesian subject, and in
Nietzsche, by using all the possibilities of this tradition, the process of this evolution reaches
its end, and therefore the possibility of another "beginning" for thinking is formed. Employing
a concept called "History of Being", he considers the history of metaphysics as a part of this
history and believes that it is the existence itself that determines the way of its appearance in
the context of this history. Based on this point of view, he considers the ultimate form of
nihilism, in which the truth of existence is hidden behind the curtain of neglect and oblivion, to
be Technological Nihilism. This form of nihilism is the product of a form of human encounter
with existence in which existence is at the peak of concealment and the whole world and beings
appear as a source and stock and only for possible exploitation. Heidegger, by criticizing the
views that seek to dominate nihilism, considered this approach to be the continuation of the
same view that has nihilism in its essence. Therefore, in his opinion, the only way to face
nihilism is to think about the unthinkable in metaphysics, that is, existence itself. He, who
considered nihilism to be equivalent to neglecting existence, believed that only by reflecting on
the essence of nihilism, which is the oblivion of existence, it is possible to think about existence
and, therefore, escape from nihilism. But according to Heidegger, this becomes possible only
when a poetic thought emerges in a new beginning of thought, by passing through the logical
and propositional side of language, and using the clarity of words.
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! dis-posing

2 becoming-a-found of what is
* cognitive

* conative

> ability-to

% having-mastery-over

7 stock

8 Eidos
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L nihil

2 techne

3 aesthetics

* unconcealedment
> truth

¢ concealedness

7 untruth

8 the event of truth
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