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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The entrance of automobile in urban spaces after the Industrial Revolution led to the reduction
of the space walk. The passengers gradually missed their location. The walkability, because of
having important role in operational, skeletal, and particularly social and cultural aspects, is the
most important urban space for shopping and entertainment centers. With the invention of
personal automobile and its daily increase, the image of cities changed gradually and the
importance of man as main user of urban space marginalized. Encroachment of pedestrian and
growth of people death statistics are the result of car domination on our urban space. The
present research tried to investigate pedestrian status in shopping centers of Sari. The findings
of the present study can result in the sound decisions for improvement of walkway
conditions.

Methodology

Two main streets of city Gharan and Farhang are selected for detail survey and SPSS software
applied to process the data and further analysis. Also different statistical tests were used to
illustrate the relationship among different variables. The data related to pedestrian and users’
opinions were collected through survey. As Gharan and Farhang streets are part of the
city center of Sari and two of the busiest streets, that is, CBD of the city, they are the
most important factors of tourist attraction.

Results and discussion

The results showed that about 40 percent (the most frequency) of the users come for shopping in
these streets and that showed that these t streets are the CBD of the city. The results showed that
the pedestrians have no proper safety against cars. The exploratory factor analysis revealed that
in general two factors of safety and removing road system for car efficacy with 53.87 percent
showed the total variation of all variables. Friedman test showed that enough lighting in the
night -day with 7.38 and pedestrian crossing with 5.97 ranked in second. Also this street does
not have good facilities such as green space, pavement. Due to busy streets and vitality of this
street pedestrian feel more security but they don’t have enough safety against transportation.
Half of the pedestrian agree to remove roadway but others were concerned that this design wont
implement truly and lead to reduction of night security and public transportation efficiency.
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Conclusion

Results showed that the development model of auto-focus and the inordinate centralization of
commercial services in city center of Sari have caused excessive trips to city center. As now the
congestion of traffic cars and pedestrian is the most important problem of city center. This
subject has brought economic, social, and environmental problems for the city center. As the
effort of traffic agencies for solving the problems in the city center of Sari through one side road
system for increasing the traffic speed have failed, and also making more parking lots have led
to more destruction in the environment, Accordingly, removing road system and walkability not
only resolve traffic problem but also cause better availability and increase of economic and the
viability of city center. But feasibility of walkway should be in line with traffic patterns.
Necessary facilities for pedestrian can be used as solution to encourage walking, increasing
safety, social welfare, and promoting economic prosperity. Also, air pollution and visual and
noise pollution will be reduced in this this area which causes more tourist attractions. Thus, the
creation of such places provided that all cases have been under control can lead to tourist
attractions. Finally, road walkability provided that its safety factors have been thought in
advance leads to increasing safety. As Farhang Street has megalopolis function and two other
main streets, that is, 15 Khordad and Peyvandy cross this street; there is less possibility for
removing. But Gharan Street, because of having compatible application, diverse, more medical
centers and also the great number of people walking, and high capacity of lighted parking
spaces that can solve parking problems is the best street for designing and implementation of
walkway. This street despite the great amount of cars and pedestrian traffic still has a main role
in this city. So by organizing the movement of pedestrians and removal or relaxation of roadway
traffic, or preventing interference roadway and pedestrian traffic can be transformed to a
business- oriented cultural and safe amusement walkway for citizens.
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