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Study and cognition, reliefs of Sefidchah cemetery in Behshahr

with semiotic approach

Abstract

Cemeteries and burial remains are one of the most important ancient data to understand
various aspects of human life.Be. Because it reflects the beliefs, culture, and art of sculptors
and people of past periods. Patterns and symbols on the tombstones are engraved, a precious
and valuable treasure that reflects the rich and fruitful culture of the art people of the region
and the country.

Be. Cryptography and symbolism have a special relationship with human life and one of the
most important tools of ancient artists to express Concepts, beliefs, religious, cultural,
mythological beliefs.In this research, the symbolic designs of the tombstones of Sefidchah
Behshahr, which are very important cemeteries in terms of age and themes hidden in the
physical shape of the tombstones, will be studied and analyzed. The purpose of this study is
the semiotic analysis of symbolic tombstone motifs from the perspective of Charles Sanders
Pierce, an American philosopher and logician who was one of the first to classify semiotic
units. He divided the signs into three categories: iconic, index, and symbolic. He believed that
signs have a three-dimensional pattern, the appearance or form of the sign, the interpretation
or meaning of the sign, the subject or thing to which the sign refers. The result of the research
shows that the symbolic motifs of the tombstones express the thoughts, beliefs and the way of
thinking of the people of the region.

Keywords: Symbolic Patterns, Tombstone, Behshahr White Well, Charles Sanders Pierce
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