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The Study of Steel Tools Form and Functioninthe Trades
of Qajar Period
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Abstract

Although the flourishing of steel art is associated with the Safavid period, the
Qajar era can also be considered as the summit of steel applications, particularly
in making tools. Two groups of trades, producers and users, have used the tools.
Diversity of the tools is representative of dramatic development in terms of form
and function in this period. The characteristics of steel products in this period was
the attantions towards the form and decoration, so that the form alone has acted
as a kind of ornament and ornament served for the form. In this regard, a question
arises that what is the correlation between form and motif, form and function and
the quality of making and decoration? The aim of this study is to identify the steel
tools of this period at the first phase and then indicating the relationship between
form and function of such a tool. The authors have applied the analytical method and
qualitative evaluation, relying on documented sources and field studies (Museums
of Iran) to review and classification of steel tools trades in Qajar period. The results
indicate that excessive interest in decorating with naturalistic and animal forms, with
an emphasis on purity of the form, with specific consideration of the relationship
between form and function, and empiricism through patterning European instruments,
have been the main characteristics of steel tools trades in Qajar period.

Keywords: Qajar period, Steel tools, Trades, Form, Function, Decoration
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