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Solipsism in Tractatus: Three Different Interpretations
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Abstract

In the paragraphs 5.6 — 5.641 of his Tractatus, Wittgenstein refers to some important points
regarding mind and solipsism of which three interpretations have been presented: The first
one is the Orthodox interpretation according to which meanings are given to words by
metaphysical ego or subject through picturing and via a psychological process. This
metaphysical ego, however, is distinct from the empirical ego and there is nothing in the
world which corresponds to it and of course it is presupposition of the existence of world. It is
impossible to have meaningful talk about it and it can only be shown. The second
interpretation is the therapeutic interpretation which unlike the realistic and metaphysical
approach of the orthodox interpretation, it has an unrealistic and anti- metaphysical flavor. It
establishes a link between the ideas of the former and the latter Wittgenstein. The third
interpretation is the ethical interpretation, according which the propositions of Tractatus have
practical values. In this interpretation the solipsism of Tractatus is regarded as a mystical and
ethical act rather than a metaphysical and epistemological theorem and the target of it is to
make change in the spiritual life of human beings.In this article the three interpretations have
been analyzed and evaluated.
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